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A most exciting
automeobile

The go& put Porsche into the lead; for 15 vears, the
competition had to deal with Zuffenhausen’s speedy
SPOrts racer

Foclory fresh: Inm 1968, the new Spyder wersion of the B08 is seen In front of the foclory, loaded on the Porsche racing ransporfers raang. The cor stll bas the
achive peor spailers for mpraved handlifg,




Porsche on Porsche: In 1948, Femy Porache. son af the company foundss, posss on the 908 coups. wihich (5 56l missing itz reqr bodywark. The frst examples of
the P08 A0] (e A0 designalion wo's applied refroaciively. onoe there wies an 020 may be idenlifed by He verlical apening on the port side aff B nose,

“The 908 has (o be considered a most exciting automoebile.”™ With those
words, penned in 1968, Paul Fréve described Porsche’s new ithree-liler
sports racer with almost British understatement. Not to impiy that the
Zullenhausen spovis car makers had been building bonng cars, by any
means, but i the early 19005 the company decided o sinve for outnght
wins instead of class victories and occasional respectable podivum foishes
amid far superior competition. With its ultralight cight-cylinder racer -
ouldone only by the company’s own ilber-racer, the twelve-cylimder 917
= the Swahians wrote a new chapier in motor racing history,

But it gets even better. In the history of motorsport, the 908 chapter was
oo elosed after a single season, or even a few seasons, OQuite the contrary,
the 908, onginally developed For the 1968 season's Group 6 Protolype
three-liter limit, continued into the 19805 as a force 1o be reckoned with,
ultimately powered by a potent lurbocharged six-cylinder developing as
mueh as 540 horsepower, The turbo at six soldiered on in & chassis that
fraced its roos 1o the 906 in other wornds, a twenty-vear-old design. [t
shiould be noted thar, m the space of just under three vears, Trom the end of

1968 only around Gty examples of the 908 (coupé as well as Spyder) were
bwili, aleng with thirteen of the 9081713,

The story of the 908 15 one of phenomenal success. Over a remarkably
long period of many years, drivers of the rapid air-cooled car fotmd their
way Lo victory podiums at race tracks all over the world much more of len
than during the exciting tmes of the late 19605 and eardy 19705, Tn 1970,
once Porsche had clinched its first title and the incredible 217 replaced the
908, AulTenhausen sent the 90803 as a “special teams player’ o do combal
an the tighter courses, where the fastest cars could not bring their speed
advantages 10 bear. In thal same year, Jo SifTert set a new lap record on
the treacherous Nirburgring - faster than the Fastest Formula 1 car of the
previous season. 10 is no exaggeralion Lo say that the 908 is the one [aclor
that advanced Porsche From the minor leagues o superstar territory,

PORSCHE MAKES THE MOST OF DISPLACEMENT UMITS
A look back at the year 1967 al the end of the scason, the *HF7 — developed
Trom the 910 — was Porsche’s fagship cace car, by then fitted with an eighi-
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snorkels up: Twice (i 978, Relnhodd Joast broughl his $08,/0J3 (roce number 1), By now equipped with turbocharging, (o Infersere ovenis on the
Niirburgring. He finished second in Aprl, and won the Seplember race.

cvlinder boxer engine. The 2.2 hiler powerplant was reliable enough for
endurance races, and inthe following season would be installed in all woirks
90175, Handicapped by displacement, however, the elegant, lightweight and
quick white cars sall lagged behind their larger-engined competinomn. In
1967, Porsche had nammowly lost the World Sportscar Championship to
Ferrari. Admitedly, the Modenese team, with iz legendary P4 race cars and
their four-liter engines, were virtually unheatable. Porsche garmered most
of its poanis with the even smaller but lnghly reliable two-liter, six-cylimder
engine becawse the cight siill had too many teething problems,

The sttuation was dilTerent in 1968 In the Orst race of the season, the

24 hours of Daytona, the theee 2075 entered crossed the finish inline-abreast
formation led by the 907 driven by Vie Elford and Jochen Neerpasch.
Draviena alse marked the first time a 907 was fitted with an aleminem
chassis {car no O11). If there hadn’t been problems with the altemator, the
super-lightweight Porsche deiven by Jo Schlesser and Joe Buzzetta mighi
have won. The brakes were cooled by forced air to reduce pad wear. Once
the pads were worn criticallyv thin, a warning light on the instrimment panel

would come on, activated by a wire which carried current if 11 touched the
carrier late. Af Brands Hatch, ihis arrangement cost Porsche victory when
the waming system malfunctioned and prompted a premature pad change,
giving Jacky lckx/Bnan Redman the 25 second advantage they needed
to win, which brings us back o the "™ and its saddest, although most
suspenselul “secomd place is first loser” title.

I 19464, a year hefore Porsche finally claimed its long-sought Le Mans
victory with the 217, Hans Hermmann, i a lome-tagled @08, delivered head-
to-head racing in the final kilometers at the Sarthe circuit, again with Jacky
lckx at the wheel of the Gull blue Ford GT40. Hermmann's brake warming
light glowed ina futile attenpt 1o Foree the swilt Swabian to pit, Herrmanmn,
however, put his Taith in the durability of his ever-thinner brake pads, but
had to drive with increasing caution, al (the end losing by a hair’s hreadil,
mostly because he conld not take advantage of the lighter Porsche's much
shorter braking distances.

Mevertheless, in October 197 new FIA regulations establishing
new displacement limits playved o Porsche’s hands, For 1968 the spornis




¢ Recman ta rejoice: commussioners decided that prototypes could not have more than three liters
g Afler Vic Elford hod  {as had already been the muile between 1958 and 19615, bt homologated
aleady dnven o sports cars — CGroup 4 — could have up o five liters. The reason for this
07 of the 1958 wis that, (o date, the huge American engines — and above all those from
Deryrtong 24 Hours, Ford — were able (o dominate endurance races (namely Le Mans) at therr
In May of e pleasure, This was the siarting signal Tor the Zuffenbavsen eam o pull
# T.H'l - fodfowitg year he out all the stops in an extracrdinary elfort: in record ame, it developed the
' wion the Targa In three-liter erghi as well as a completely new 4.5 Liter twelve. Tt was the
e merrnes fypee, first time that Porsche deliberately met the displacement limit of a racing
Soon, he would class; completely in the case of the three-liter, and — tniially — nearly so
begin collecting o with the 917
String of wictoras in Now, the decision of the FIA was nol completely unespected, b
{fuz Q08 coming in the autumn just before the star of a new seasomn it was much
oo late For the development of completely new race cams. Yel this was
not an insoduble problem for Porsche. Firstly, the engineers had long
been preparing for future regulations; secondly, at least in the case of the
cighi-cvlinder engine, there was an existing wsable base: the Taidy well
developed chassis of the D07, the latest olfspring of a long line extending
from the 904 (o the X000 and D10, as well as the Bergspyder, an important
step in development of the ultracompact lightweight 90803, There wis
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also the Type 916, an experimental six-cyvlinder engine with four overhead
camshalis, which showed significant podential and, with the addition of
two cylimders, was a perfect candidate Tor expansion o three Tifers.

In Julv 1967 Aullenhauwsen began development of the new cighi-
evlinder; just a few monihs later it was fested in a convenied 907, However,
in practice [or the 1968 24 hours of Le Mans, the two long-tailed cars were
less than convineing, The first short-tail 208 was as good as identical 1o the
W7, right down o its iny 13-inch wheels. [0was not fitled with 135-inchers
il its appearance al the MNirburgring, where the 908 celebrated its first
victory in the hands of Siffert and Elford. AL Watkins CGlen, an aluminum-
[rame 908 ook iis place o the geid, tpping the seales 20 Kilograms lighter
and marking the end of sieel tube frames for this model. From chassis
pumber 12, the plaste skin of the 908 covered an aluminumn chassis. Al
first, the extemnally identical 207 and 208 could be differentiated only hy
Cheeir Bedt front aar anlers: o the 908 this was a vertically -onentated oblong
hole, Located hehind this was, among other things, a reservoir for dry ice,
For 11s heat-plagued dnvers, Porsche had come up with a cooled underwear
arcangement, bt lack of an adequate supply of on-board ice made this a
short-lived comlort.

The new racer was ested with increasing inlensity and entered in
races more of ten. [nitially, many problems made life difficult for drvers as
well as engineers. These affected primarily the suspension, the fube frame
and the engine, which drivers at first found to be powerful bul exceedingly
rouzh, and whose severe vibrations affected the delicate chassis, Moreover,

the pilots complaimed about an acuie shortage of fresh air in the coupé. To
achieve the lowest possible aerodynamic drag, the engincers had exposed
only the ml cooler and brakes to Iree wir How; by contrast, in the cockpit,
heat was trapped between the windshields greenhouse effect and ihe
engine screaming al the driver’s back. Under such comditions, even ice
cooling could he of little help.

Mevertheless, in the difficult conditions of training and on test tracks,
the engineers sradually elimunated the sources of problems and gave the
908 the reliahility it would need in endurance races. In this they succeeded
soowell that, today, surviving %8s — some of which stll take part in hisione
and vintage racing — now hoast total mileages which might more casily he
ascribed 1o an everyday Volkswagen Goll than a sports meimg protolype.

LIGHT AND AERODYNAMIC
I any case the new racers were fast — promisingly fast, Aside from indtial
tecthing troubles, the 908 sulfered most from the very things that would
miake it such a fotmidalle contender: lightweight construction to a degree
never seen helore, and clever acrodvnamics. In large parl, hoth al these
were the responsibility of Ferdinand Piéch. Ferdinand Porsche’s grandson
{amd Ferry Porsche’s nephew) was the driving force in the bechives of
actvily that were Porsche's development and racing depariments. Above
all, e was absoluiely Fanatical when it came (o reducing the weight and
acrodynamic drag of s race cars, m which disciplines, Porsche ook
a back seat 1o no-one. Earlv on, the Sulfenhavzen engineers conducied
wind mnel expenments, carrving [ull-size as well as scale models (o the
inmnel at Stufigan Technical University, Regardless, an astoundingly high
proportion of shapes were formed “hy feel,” assisted by the vast store of
cxperience of a dedicated workshop which, Tor iwenty vears, had been
rolling out small but exquisite racers that gave little purchase to the wind.
So, why should a sireamlined shape and small frongal area pod the brakes
om the rapid cighi-cylinder? — becanse a purcly slippery shape would lack
all-important downloree. This was a story repeated with the 917 — which
wirtld be much Faster than the 908 - and cven the 208 managed 320km'h
(200hmph} and more inoats lrst season. In the case of slower predecessor
models, this Factor had been casicr 1o ignore, but by the late 19605,
speds had risen o levels once the exclusive domain of speed recornd cars
of aiteraft, The very feature ihat was the ultimate purpose of any well-
designed aircralt wing had become a deadly threat for the race dnver:
il emotgh of the car’s sell-generated relative wind got under the car ar
the right angle, the entire vehicle would inevitably Lift off the pavement.
Because cars, as a rule, cnly have provision for two-dimensional control,
any deviation into the third dimension is almost certain Lo come Lo a had
end. Today, sophistcated underbody designs divert the relative wind into
safe channcls, but in 1967, amomobile design was at best only interesied
in drag coclficient and the effectiveness of simple spoilers.

rrivers of the first leng-tailed cars complained abowt their alarming
instabulity. For the 1969 Le Mans, i place of an adjustable spoiler the high-
speed conpés were fited with two tailfins carrving a wing above the irailing
edge of the bodywork. Al the ends of the wing, wo movable Qaps gave the
car additional downlorce in tuens — a legacy of the successful Bergspyder
project. Each flap was actusted by rod linkages from its corresponding rear
wheel suspension. I the suspension af that cormer extended, implving a
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Hauiling the freighf: Ralf
Stemmelsn pushed the
P08 [ong-fail fo fostest lap
ot tive 1988 Lé Momg 24
Hours; stll, victory eluded
him. Teamed with Jochen
Mearpasch, the driver from
Cologme managed third
ploce.




e e’ [0 e milddie of winter, of all fmes Porsche puiled the open-cockpit $08 ouf of the hot of Hockenhein. The Spjosr corrled the additsnal /02
designation, proved o welcome compisment o the conventonal coupss (overlsal), and an culsiandingly long-lved design.

peviential loss of road contact, the Rap was tilted upward like the elevator of
in mrplane, thereby foreimg that corner dovwnward agun. Because this ook
Mlace individually for each side of the car in a tum, pressure was added o
the inside wheel (which was most likely w L, while the outside wheel
(already being Grmly pressed against the road by weight transfer) would
b unloaded by its lap. Porsche had intended (o apply this same successiul
concept 1o the 917, but was hindered by ihe FIA™S mcing comimissioners,
The problem resolved itsell when short-tail bodywork cars began to win
cices, lo e 20802 Spvder and, above all, the long-tail *Flounder,” skillful
rear bodywork shaping soon made the movable Haps obsolete,

In 196t (he works brousht only long-taled cars o races; instead of
short-tailed cars it emtered Spyders, soon in the modificd fom dobbed
*Hounders.” At Le Mans, the long-tml Flounder with two vertical taillins
o connteract crosswinds proved just as Fast as the long coupds, Open cars
were again a consequence of another round of rule changes: for 1969
the F1A bad lifed some requirements for protoiypes: suddenly, there
was no mimmum welghl; spare bire and luggage compariment were no
longer reguired, and the height of the windshield — which gave the 907 jis
charactenistic silhowetic — was no lomger regulated.

Porsche wax not the onlyv manufaciurer that suddenly converted s

coupds o open cars as the rule changes also resolicd in that scason’s open
Matrns and Ferraris. Consequently, msiead of plaving also-rans 1o the
dominant Farge-displacement monsters, the three-liter cars = such as the
SORE and the Ferran 312F - could once again do battle against modilied
pushired Y 8=,

The 917 had a distinct advantage going into the 1469 macing season,
because this “production sports car” had a purebred racing engine with
abundantly more horsepower. Nevertheless, for the 1969 season the 917
had mot quite developed s winning ways; Le Mans and Sebrng went o
the Fords, powered by their five liters of heavy Dhetrodt iron.

The 917 had to wail i the wings for a moment belore making ats
gramd entrance: in the coming vear, the long-awaited Le Mans win would
be brought home by the virually unbeatable short-tail 917, For the ime
heing, Porsche put most of its effort inte the 908 project. The ZufTenhansen
crew had set 1ts sights on more than just victory at La Sarthe, even il
this was the most fervenily desired win, Bevond Le Mans, there was ihe
World Sportscar Championship — in those days billed as the * Intemational
Championship for Makes,” Aod becasse it was apparent that (he hellishly
Tast ¥17 wonld dominate on a wide-open course, bui could barely stumble
through oght tms, the meing department Torged i5 second iron in the
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Are, the 90803, a variant that shared only an engine with the earlier coupe
and Spyder versions, This was essentially a type of Bergspyder For road
courses: light and compact, open and potent.

RULEBOOK ROULETTE

At this junciure a look af World Sponiscar Championship history at the
turm of the decade — from the 1960s 10 the 1970s — 15 in order, In 1964
the 917 was gradually srowing oul of its awkward stage, and the 908 had
learned how 0 win. The end of the simple but fast American VHs was
on the herizea, Ferran, which pot together a contender pearly as quickls
as did the Swabhians, had developed inte Porsche’s main challenger. In
the previows vear, Fial bad acquired a ball mterest in Ferrar. As with
Volkswagen, Porsche’s free-flowing fountain of dentschmarks, Fiat control
meant that Ferran had a swdden infusion of fresh capital. In other words,
the troops aroumd Ferdinand Piéeh had backers as they ook on the risk of
‘volume production.” Ferrart, oo, satishied the FIA commissioners with a
sifficient number of (he new Type 512 5, This was no mean feal, given the
delavs caused by numerous sinkes., and the (act that Ferran hadn't actually
Manned on building a five-liter sports car, Nevertheless, it was based on
an engine which Chris Amon had used in early 196% 10 compete in several
Can-Ank events.

The mace berween the two compelitors was therelore the direct and
unanficipated result of a mlemaking decision 10 scquentially reduce the
homologation requirement [or sports cars — which, as we will see, had
consequences for the 08 |,

Where manulaciurers once had 1o build all of 100 examples belore
they could compete in the class, this number was first redeced to 50 and
then o just over two dozen. In other words, any manulacturer prepared
o lay down an homrendows amount of money for 25 zenuine, sifully
expensive prototvpes was practically free of any competition, and also
therelfore circumyvented the three-liter rule. Admited]y, only Porsche and
Ferman — who forced the introduction of hive-liter racers — could afford
such a move, even thoush i the Tall of 1969 110 was already obvious that
the mext mile change was on the horizon, and sports ears would thereafter
be limiated 1o three liters of engine displacement.

Matra amd Alla Romeo didn’t even bother 1o test the five-liter waters
bul stayed with smaller engines which — at irst - allowed them o nelum
honorable showings only bl no overall wins, Becavse il was clear that
for 1970 the World Champion would drive either a Porsche or a Ferrar,
the smaller contenders pinned all of their bopes on races held on teghier
circuiis, or perhaps bad weather; the wetier the track, the less the more
powerTul cars could wse their main advantage. Bul in tlas they were sorely
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First attempl: The following year, the uiragcompact P08 00 mode life difficul! far ils compelitors on the Narburgring and n fve Targa Florios Mitter and Schigiz
hid alrecdy won the Slolion evend in 1969 in a S08 /02,

imistaken: for the NMirburgring and Sicily, Porsche complemented the 917
with the perfect ool For the joh: the D0H03,

THE NEW OPENNESS

But back 1o the first 908 Spyder. The 90802, unverled m Hockenheim
in the dead of winter on January B 1969, was more or fess a shori-tail
rabbed of s roed. Other than that, the muun dilference between 10 and
the coupé was al the front where exhaust air From the oil cooler was noe
lomger blown mio the face of the driver (now silling out in the open), but
was ejecied downward, As a resoli, the nose of the car was smoother and
more harmomous as the Tronl hood mel the cowl at a higher point. The
fransparent cockpit surrommd and the rear bodywodk, complete with its
‘elevons’ (in aviation parlance, a combination of clevators and alerons),
were i la Bergspyder, The transparent enzme cover disappeared along

with the rool and the windscreen was ronghly equivalent o fhat of the
Bergspyvder. The large angular ducts at the front of the rear fenders were
soon replaced by a pair of NACA ducts on the rear bodviwork Tor the
purpose of ransmission cooling. No provision was made for additional
brake coolimse as there was adeguate ventlation, thanks 1o the stubby, open
rear bodvwork. A distinelive rectangular rear view mirror was mounicd
atop the broad wraparound windscreen; this would become charmactensiic
of all Spyders, inclhisding the (03, The 350 horsepower car was nod quite as
sensationally lightweight as the legemdary Bergspyder, though it managed
o fip the scales at 30kg less than its Dialian opposite number with the
rampant horse; the Ferran 312F with 400 hnr:iu]mw::r developed a good
30 ip more but had (o stop more often for Teel. Moreover, long-tail ¢oupeé
bodywork was available Tor high-speed cowrses ke e Mans, and that
version would thencelorth b desienated the S0E01, The daver cooling



Nearly a cleon sweap: On May 11, 1989, thres Porsche long-tonle cames harme in fref, third and fourth ploces aif the Spa 1000km race. Ahrens and Elford
finished third with number 10

system was stll avalable, at least in Spyder configuration, but would soon
become obsolete. Accordimegly, the 908s for the 1969 seaszon bad obong
honzontal ducts on each side of the ol cooler opeming.

For the 19069 season coupés saw their frst action i February at
Payiona; the Spyders Followed at Sebrng in March — without flaps, as
thee respomsible parties Telt that the actuating mechamsm was 100 prone
tes Failure; plus the Aaps fumed out o0 be superfinous on the open car with
s cul-ofl tul. In the first races, the new cizhi-cyvhinder cars did not make
that good an impression, In particular, hindered by insufficient time ancd
poor weather, the Spyders had not yet been adequately ested by Porsche's
people, O top of ihat, the three-liter Ferrari competiition did quite well
Forsche installed a rear frame reinforcement to stffen the chassis and the
situation improved as of Brands Tatch, Suddenly, both Spyders and long-
tails hecame suecessiul.

Roll Stommelen expressed bis mnreserved prase afier he drove the

Spvder for the first ime in spang that year. The young drver Irom Cologne
applavded s enormous mancuverability: “The new car has impressed me
really.” he wrole in the magarine rallve + racing. Stommelen compared
the Spvder with the previows season's hillclimb car, and was elfusive
in his praise of the brakes and, ahove all, the synchromesh ransmission
which allowed “lightmng Gast” shafts. “Al Porsche, we have next o no
transmission problems.” Thanks o itz light weight, the Spyder showed
oulslanding acceleration; alterall, its pow er-lo-weight mtio was comparable
tothat of the immensely powerful 217,

The Porsche crew received Tood [or thought when MMones and Spa
demonsirated that Ferrari’s open Spyder — as well as the open Mhatra
— achueved speeds comparable o those of the YIS long-tal coupés. In
trms, the French and Ialian cars were quicker. These realizations were
the startimg signal tor the legendary “Flounder.” The "E/02 acquired this
mckmame when Porsche engineers thoroughly reworked the Spyder alter
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Emall difference; Flounder {above: Hemmann and Slommelen’s car at the
Nirborgring, 1942) and pon-Fleunder Taft: Bednvers /Siifert). The reworkoed
P08,/02 with the fishy name had characierstic creases forward of the front
wheelarches, o taller fronl hood, stralghter Ooanks, mare enclosed cockpl! and
cowverad engine

extensive wind tunnel testing. Al the end of their elforts, the body had  weight loss regimen, their movable faps locked in position al the behest
been reshaped: ihe nose was more progosneed, of ithe front a erease arched  of the FLA alter mumerous accidents due 1o loose spoilers. The quarter of
up to the wheel openings, and the flanks were pulled inward slightly and  eight-cylinder cars for the Sarthe circuit was rounded out by a Flounder,
siretched between the froat and rear wheels, The daver was seated im a car specially prepared [or the high-speed race which peoved juse as fasi
a tghily tailored cockpat; the obligatory passenger seal had barely an as the scenungly more swiable long-tail coupés. Indeed, this car was in
excuse of an opeming, Wind was deflected by a small Plexiglas beow,  effect a long-tail Spyvder with small fins, which gave added stabiliny at high
Even standing still, the thing looked faster. And on the track, thanks  speed. The race — the last to employ the classic Le Mans start in which
to 118 reduced drag, it was indeed Faster and enjoyed the benefits of its drnvers sprnted across the rack and jumped into their waiting cars — ended
mowre maneuverable Spyder configuration. A W02 driven by Siffert  with ihe legendary showdown between Hans Herrmann in a long-tail and
and Redman won at the Nirburgnng; the car was entered by Porsche










Left: A murtter of seconds: A yeor betare finclly doving a 917 to vietory at
Le Mans in 1970, Hans Herrmann provided o breathioking head-fo-heoad
duel with Jacky lckx on the Sarthe cirewt, ondy losing by a halr due fo
compieiely urntout eake pods

Unbeagtable dus: At Watkins Glen, the driving crews of cozs ne |
[Redrmary SikerD), e 2 s Ling and no § CAltweod Dean JElfard)
mest ogon on the wictory podium, in the arder first, fourth ond sscond.
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FPorsche sent the /03 — 1 effect, a 909 Bergspyder for endurance racimg

i the feay, Azaim, the team arcund Ferdinand Piech spared no expense
or elfort to turn the %08 into something completely new. There were other
races o win hesides Le Mans: the 1000km race on the Nirburgring and
the Targza Fono, the endlessly lomg road rece in Sicily, were al least as
[rEsginus,

The 417 did not hold much promise of a good showing in the Eilel,
nor e the Mediterranean island; it could bring s power into play on long
siraights, but was at a disadvantage on tight, iwisting courses. The works
entered the Spyder m four races: 1970 and 1971, the "Ring amd Targa,
For the 1970 season, Porsche had officially twrned over the runming of its
cars o John Wyer's JW Automotive (sponsored by Gl Ol and Porsche
Salzburg, MNevertheless, these were, in effect, works efforts; responsible
Forsche people as well as the racing depariment's best mechanies were
alwavs on hand at the races. Conpections between the three pariners
were managed by Porsche’s racing director, Rico Steinemann, who had

Just replaced Baron Huschke von Hanstein. When i came o important
races, the wsval suspects could also be Found with other private teams,
more or less hidden in the background; for example with Martind, and later,
Reinhold Joest,

[n those wo years, the compact eight-cylimder racer won three of
the four races in which it was enfered. I appeared in 1970 with a pure,
unadulterated shape; the low-slung design had extremely simple lines, yet
the four cars drew attiention wherever they were entered, due nol only o
their unusual body lines, but also their paintwork, The sivling department
unler Anatole Lapine, whe had cavsed a sensation at Le Mans with the
Hippiemobile,” a psychedelicallyv-painted 217 long-tail for the Martin
feam., had marked cach of the Tour cars as one of the suils inoa deck of
playing cards, Combined with large, bald, Torward-pointing arrows, this
senl a clear message: “We're holding four aces, and we're going 1o win.”
Chaly the 90803 running for Porsche Salzburg did oot appear in Gulf s
with orange arrows, but in the red and white Austrian national colors.

The racing eve: n 1970 dyed-dn-the-wool Porsche bechnickan Ferbert Linge coafly drowve o Flounder, frensformed nlo o cormerd oor, of o respeciolsle o
throughout thes race. The foofage would be included in the Stewe Motiuesn racang spic Le Mans
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Two bo finish’ At Brands Hatch, 970, Hans-Dieter Dechent's Martind Team had bad uck with i no 55, The 70802 dropped aut affer an acsidsnt In praciice
A Martind Flaundger fnfshed sixth, an AAW Spyrder fenth, ang anothey Floundar diven by Akyin O Coadenel aleo drapped sl wilh IransmniEsion makydiag,

Al first, the dovers dido't buy into the cars’ chances for victory, and oo
wiodidder; with their forward scaling position, the dimimive cight-cvlinder
cars were soon micknamed *Volkswagen buses,” alter another vehicle where
the driver sat far abead of a rear-mounied engine. This seating position
between the Iront wheels was necessitated by a radical displacement of all
significant masses toward the center of the car In conteast 0 the normmal
90K, the transmission was placed ahead of the rear axle, thereby moving
the engime forward, which in tom forced the drver Durther forwanrd, Some
leared that, a% a resull, the driver would lose any feel for the back of the car
il it threatened o break loose ina comier. This concern, bowever, turmed
out 1o be unfounded, and the car was phenomenally maneuverable, Above
all, in mapid transitions, the 90803 could be steered from one tum o the
nexi al hitherto unknown speeds.

This strategy worked so well that on the "Ring and in Sicily, the short
car frownced its competition as thoroughly as had the %17 on qu_h spreed
tracks. The recipe was simple: light weight combined with greatest possible
agility, plus a relatively torguey engine, Weight disiribution, with a £5/'55
fromt to rear balance, was more advantageous than the 35365 split of the
version with it transmission behind the rear axle. The latest zeneration of
wide tires compensated for the disadvantage of reduced rear axle loading,
and the 90203 did not need o be as aerodvoamne as the Le hMans cars

becauwse, on the iracks Tor which it was designed, more lime was spent
going around fight cormers than down long straights. K
The snub-nosed bodywork offered a different advantage: it generafed
downforce. Tires had good adhesion under nearly all mudmms The S
shovel-like shape of the [ront end proved a harhinger of fulore designs.
Privately-entered Flounders, (oo, s00n grew a small front splitier 5]1-:11]1:1: .
as did the long-tail in Jo Sillert’s collection, with which Reinhold Joest e
still mamaged a third-place finish a1 the 1972 Le Aans, With the 917710,
Parsche placed even greater emphasis on the shovel nose. Can-Am racing,
foo, pul a premium on adbesion.
Al well and good. Alfa and Matra, however, had the most powerful
cogines, wWith more than 200 horsepower. The best etght-cvlinder engines
for the W8 managed just 360hp, though that, (oo, conld be compensated
for. First. the 908 engine exhibited excellent torque and elastiony. baut,
above all, it dido™t peed o accelerate as much weight as its opponents.
The lightweight design [anatics in Ferdinand Pigch's team had outdone
themselves; the enfire aluminwm wbe frame weighed all of 33kg (771h),
added 1o which was the 12kg (261b) for the bodywork of gossamer-
reinforeed foam composite, Dieiver Gérard Larrovusse reported that, when
standing under the car on a hoist and looking up, the sun could be seen
throteh the bodywork. Wherever possible, the team replaced steel with
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Sliliam pokar: Al the 1970 Targa Floro, Po 18 beid i eards an e iabie
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Leaff b righd: Jo Sifferf, John Wyer, Fardine

Vic Elford pressnied the thres Gulf Porsches (rear) and the Salzburg car (ront).

titaninm. For reduced weight as well as improved cooling, the hrake rotors
were eross-deilled. The 90803 carmed no headlamps in the davlizhi races
contested in 1970 and 1971, All up, its weight was 550kg (121110 - about
150kg (3300b) less than the competition, amd, the lighter the car, the less
likely it would be te slide in comers: in other words, Porsche could easily
deal with its horsepower deficit.

There is a number that makes long explapations superflucus: 7:41,
This is the lap time, in minutes and seconds, set by Jo Siffert in 1970
dunnz practice for the Mirburering 1000km race. Mot only was tlus 19

seconds Fasier than his lap time the previous vear in a Q0802 but, mone
importantly, he was o second [aster than Jacky [ekx. This may not sound
like much except that the Belgian driver had establizhed that time in 19659
— in 8 Brabham Formula 1 car powered by a Cosworth VE producing
430hp, which was even a lintle lighter than the Porsche,

PRIVATE SALES ONLY
Agam in 1971 — for the third mme 1 a row — a victory im Germany s Bifel
Mountains clinched the World Sporiscar Championslap well before the




end of the season. For that vear, the 8035 had been slightly modified:
al the rear, vertical fins provided mereased stability, and the cockpdl was
surmonmted by a fat roll bar with sturdy braces, But after just four races,
waorks participation came tooan emd, As rare as ol was o see Q08035
contesting races in Porsche colors, soon they would be racing with great
regulanty in privale hands. One would be hard pressed o ind another race
car tvpe whose few examples were raced so often,

Moreover, in 1971, a Flounder won at Le Mans; not the legendary
24 bour race, which was again won by a 217 short-iail, but rather ihe frsi
three-hour race held in Apnl, within the framework of practice for the
routd-the-clock epic. The winner was a privately-emtered car, because
wiorks participation for all of the remaiming “08s {regardless of vanation)
had ended as well. Just after the 1969 Le Mans race, Porsche had begun
o owerhaul the surviving cight-evlinder cars, with the intention of sclling
them 1o privateers and recovenng some ol their development costs.

Whether as part of a works elfort or racing for privaleers, in 19659,
G0Bs ook 1o ace racks around the world over every imagimable distance
and with impressive suceess, To list just (he mosi Famous of ihe drivers
involved would 1l entire chapters. Ben Pon hired Gijs van Lennep,
paturally driving a Spyder in orange national colors, o win Zandyvoort; and
the list would have o include Toine Hezemans, Jochen Rimdi and David

Fiper, Leo Kinnunen and Alex Soler-Hoig, Grerhard BKoch and Hans-Dheter
Declient.

echent, as head of the Martini Racing Team, was in charge of the
world's bigeest, most successTul private racimg stable. At the 1000Km race
on the I.’"].'-:Ecrrciuln'ing, alomgside a Flounder he entered a special 90802,
based on o coupd chassis but with /02 bodywork. Dechent had oplimized
the car, trimming another 45kg compared 10 the “stock” Spyder, At the
end of the 1970 season, Martim ook over the Salzburg racing circus. As
a result, drivers racing under the aegis of Conte Rossi would include such
prominent names as Crérard Larrouwsse, Helmut Marko (who, the fnll::11'|JJg
vear, would bring home the 9177°s second Le Mans win), and Ewdi Lins.
Kegular guest appearances im Martini cockpats inclhaded Willi Kauhsen,
Eeinhold Joest, Gerold Pankl and Gerhard Koch, and, of cowrse, Dechent
himsell,

Jiireen Mevhous of Woppertal, Germany, wha, by his own account,
had driven “practically everyihing since the 206, won trophics with the
L8, taking part in a dozen rmces in 1965 with the Spyder. “Thal was a go-
kart,” e recalls, then apd now caplivaied by the eighi-evlinder car which
he drove for the Gesipa leam in its characlensic wrguorse and vellow
livery, “When set up correcily, it went as il on rails.” Nevertheless, the car
had to be set up afresh for every course — “not like o Carrera Goor 910, wherne

On the frent lnes: A the 1970 Targo, specthalors Blerally fued front row sools, Pere with the 908 /03 of Kinnuren /Rodigues rearking post an s way oo sscand
placs finish.
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Four to win: Porsche threw ite caorist of 908,/038 into the fray again of e 1970 Nirburgring 1000%m raee in the Eifa) Mountains, and, o2 expectsd, Tounced
the competiton. Elford /Ahrens (overleal) stesred their no 22 Saleworg Porsche o victory

the cars were just washed and polished and were ready for the next event.”™

Mewhaus also won a senes of illelimbs with the 908, in some cases selling
new course records, “Well, preciscly becanse the car ran like a go-kart,™
Above all, the man from Wuppertal praised the engine’s reliability. “1t ran
like afaxicab, it was never overbanled, At most, we changed the final drive
ralio when we wenl o a high-speed track. Otherwise, it was “lum the key,
and aul wiedersehen,™™

BUT WAIT: THERE'S MORE!

O May 300 1971, when Vie Elford and Ciérard Larrousse drove their /03
it Afartinng codors (o victory on the "Ring, the eight-evlimder sports car had
actully fulfilled its purpose, There followed a victory with the vermouth
Lo swhinte 917 shori-tail an Le Mans, after which the chapier in the history
books covering the two Meister makers from Zulfenhansen was o be
closed — the mad epoch which had demanded a phenomenal investment
of moneyv on the part of Porsche, amd equally phenomenal dedication {rom
all involved.

The same was true Tor the D87 i we ignore Tor the moment the Kremer
K81 coupé that appeared atl Le hMans m 1981, And there was also Joest's
908 coupd revival at the Sarthe circwit in 1972, But those appearances were
ephemeral: ime had run oul for both concepis.

Yei the stage was sel for a second chapter, one that conld never have
been anticipated as development began on the twelve- and eighl-cylinder
engines, Amd, on the opposite side of the Atdantic, the 21710 had hecomse
an unbeatable force in the Canndian- American Challenge series — the Can-
Auan — thanks 1o 1is pioneerng urbocharger technology. Eveniually, s car
wonald wander back across the pond Lo fake part in the European Inlerscne.
Thnfortunately, the mighty 207 torbo had a short racing career, For the
DOEE, the story would be quite different, evem as the car came 1o cxhibil
an increasing resemblance to the 217710, and, thanks 1o turbocharging, had
a few more missions of its own 0 accomplish. Incredible as it mav scem
the “racing biscuil un' bult o play a supporting role in just two races — the
Nirhurgring and the Targa Florio = would occasionally be seen near the
Tromd of the Geld miio the 19805,



Second edition, part [I: Al the 1971 Nirburgring race, Elferd”
Lamousse come home in first ploce. Porsche had bullf the
P08, 03 specifically for the Ring and Targo roces.




This longevity of the short car from Zuffenhansen could be attributed
e ils poiguely ingenious chassis design. It bad such abundant reserves
that it counld even bandle the much more powerful 2.1 hiter turbecharged
sin-cylinder engines, the same umit that propelled the 936, Rembold Joest
again found himscli at the forefront of this development, In 1975, he had
obluned one of the Gest urbo sxes, which bad last seen service 1o the
Carrera BSE, Porsche’™s mrho developments were closely watched by the
last of the privaleers who, in the mad- 19705, siill hadn't Gred of enlering
the 90203 against hopelessly supenior competition, Stubbomly, they
placed their trist i the old ube frame’s l.]l.l:lllli.l.‘.‘i-; the only lhing I.'lli.:-i.‘il]]g
wis the right engine, Criven that, they could once again Keep up with the
Alfas and Matras.

A briel Hashback: what Kind of people would sill pot the spurs (o an
old warhorse like the ™18, three vears alter the official end of s career?
Woell, firstand foremaost, there was Reinhold Joest, who retains bis legendary
status evien oday for his racing staming under dithceolt condivions. In 1971,
he ook over one of the Marting 908038 and had 10 painted orange and bloe,
with no sponsor markings; he led if be known that if was just do show his
preference [or these colors.

Alter its great suceesses, Porsche ar Grst did mor @ake pant in the
fnow rennmed) World Champuonship for Makes. Porsche’s engagement
in Can-Am ook poonty, along with development of racing sports cars
based on the 211, In both cases, orbochargmg would play a decisive
rode, 2 technology ihat the team Troam SulTenhavsen had almost single-

handedly developed into viahility. Until that fme, turbo-supercharging of

combustion engines bad been apphed almoest exclusively o aircraft ancd
trck engines, Turbo lag and a propensity for aiierbuming affer the thromle
was closed made the technology seem less than swtable Tor mcome. But
with a few ingenious tricks, the most important of which was a se-called
byvpass valve (or waslegate), Porsche's engineers not only managed (o (um
turbocharging inte race-ready technology, but also a revolulionary means
ol increasing engine oulpiel.

THE UNDAUNTED

[n e classic endurance races of the 1972 season, the M8 st fell well
hehind the leaders, The pace was sel by Ferrari’s 312PB, powered by a
Formula 1 engine, the Alfa Homeo 33TT3, as well as the Lola T230 and
Coull-Mirage M6, Matra, in any case, put all its efforts into Le Mans, As
i1 wasn't bad enough that the compeinos’s three-liter iwelves were
making the Porsche eighis ook ever more onidated, the Porsehe feams
were handicapped by yet another rule: they lost their weighl advanioge
after the racing rulemakers introduced a minimom weight of 650kg, One
small benefit was that now 908 owners could fall back on cheaper sicel
components instead of expensive lightweight allovs, Still, the 90803 was
sor Light that it necded to carry ballast, but the sensational maneuverablity
and incomparable roadbolding of the eight-cvlinder cars could no be
degraded by the latest mles changes,

Jogsr, who had droven his reliable 908 o second place in a rainy
race af Monzga, but otherwise had a string of bad Tock, counted on these
charactensues. After his sumprisingly successful intermezzo with a long-
il W8 coupé (hudlr in 1968 af Le MMans, in which the car proved hardly
any slower than the dominant Mot 670s, he tried sgain with the S08/(3.

Meanwhile, be had gotten Lulthansa as a sponsor; the car renunned light
blue, bt formerdy orange surfaces were now painbed canary vellow and
dark blue,

Aside from a slew of 905025, which usually manazed sood shiowimes
aonly where they were able o play om their owlstanding reliability, apother
03 can Tor Juan Fernandez” Escudena Montjuich, st 1in gréen and yellow
livery, then in 1973 in Team Club Romand as a speeding chocolate har in
the red and cream colors of sponsor Toblerone. Although there were no
more finishes on the victors” podinm, (he near-vinfage race cars aoguiied
themselves quite well. OF the remaining 908 112 operators, only Tony Dhean
Iaved any motable suceess, vel, thanks 1o these undavnted prvateer teams,
Porsche still managed therd place helind Ferran and Al Romeo in the
1972 World Championship lor Makes,

[n 1973, the faverites were again Ferran, Alfa, Matea and Coalf-Mirage
— tough competition for Fernander and Joest. The Gemman diver's eam
T litile lock im that scason. The hardest blow came in practice on the
Mirburgnng, swhere be lost control at Pllanz garen and essentially ore ofl
the left side of his ¢ar against the guardeail, Thanks to its right-hand-sicer
layvout amd a good messure of luck, Joest was umnjured. As consolalion,
he and pewly hired co-dnver Herhert Mioller drove the car o victory in
Fovalami.

Sara’s year lnally came in 1974, Ferman was expense culting and
held back from racing: Alla and Mirage huel no chance against the blue
cars, Meanwhile, the ureless 908 pushers could ey as they mighi, b
even the hest-prepared eight-exlinders would not provide anyvwhere near
ihe power avadlable © iheir competitors. Both of Joest's lizhi Blue cars
dropped ont due to mechanical problems or accldents, Gradnally, it was
becoming apparent that the days of the eight-cylinder engine were (again)
mumbered, Only this time, it was definite, though only se for the ageing
engine.

Meanwhile, at Porsche’s Weissach research center, the legendary
career of the 214 liter turbo had begun. The sis-eviinder Carrera was
prepared with an eve o the new Group 5 miles for the 1976 season. The
air-cooled engine, ited with a KKK rbocharger and mierconler to pump
aut SO0 horseposer, virtually screamed 1o be implanted in the 908°s whe
frame. RHeally, to be compettive again, the only thing the Q0803 needed
wits a 100 horsepower imjecion.

THE IMPLANT

Ad first, Porsehe had no interest in performing the operation, There was
a very real danger that the turbo, grafled imito the old cor, would not give
anywhere near the results that Joest and his dig-hard compatriots pramised
themselves. The Tactory had no desire [or bad press {rom its own premimn
produets, but Joest was nor just anybody,

As a Porsche, Audi, and VW dealer, Joest not only had a hewd Tor
bhusiness, he was al=o one of the highest profile and most successul race
drivers. Among ofher cfforts, at Le Mans he had doven "Big Bertha,”
aka the “Pink Pig.” a 917720 pated a porcine pink. Porsche had always
supporicd him; a sceret of Zuflenbawsen™s swecess was that for vears it had
prowided exemplary support for private feams.

shortly before the start of the 1973 season, the Factory declared its
willimgness 1o sell wrbo engines o privale feams al a wml price of #3500

=
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dentschmarks (al the tme, abool USS533.000 or C£13500), and Porsche
would mot be Porsche if it didn't leave the customers alone o play with
their new Loys. 5o Zullenhansen was, in a way, still more or less imvolved
as e Q02703 began its second life as a leading contender, At the iracks, (oo,
Porsche's protagomsts were nol exactly |:|J-;:u;_:ni|!-::-; development engineer
a dnving force behind the twrbe project, could often be

Morbert Singe
spotted in the pats.
Parsche customer service converied three chassis and, since the

. LY
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additional elfort was mvial, set them up and tested them in Wessach.
The customers were RBeinhold Joest, Spanish Porsche imponter Verne Ben
Hewdneh, amd Frankfurt real estate developer Hermann Dannesberger.
His car was (o be driven by Porsche test driver Herbert Miiller, The cars
soon resembled the 91710, bult for the Morth Amencan Can-Am senes,
including the characteristic giant rear wing, The nose was modified slightdy
o provide space for a larger o1l cooler and headlights, and o improve
perodyvnamacs, Two of the cars were fitted with tall airboxes for ther charge
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A peiverte alfadr; By 1973, the surviving P08 hod all been redegrated (o the Porsche museurm or were in peivate hands, On Aol 15, perennial P08 enlrant
Jaest entared the 1000km raos (n Dijen. Hiz only siightly modified 208 ,/03 dropped ot with engins problems.

Family resemblance: In 1975, the Marting Tearm #0870 looked aimost Bke o 9177180, Thanks o a gracious heart ranspiant’ from Zulffenhauwssn, the cor
even hod furbo power, The aight-cpindar engine, howawss, made way far o sx-cyinder powsarplont, On June [, Harbert Mdilar (seen here) shered driving
duties with Lec Kinnunen at the Nirbwrgnng 1000km race
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The next act in the metamearphesis: Jusf take a generous helping
af @17 /30, mix in g handful of 926, and don't completely forget the
@08 .03, The resull = fhe winnihg furbo which Reinhald Joos! drove o

victory in the October 10 1974 Interserie roce on the Nirburgring.

air intereoolers, while the Dannesberger car got a flat tunnel between the
rear vertical fins. Martini, mitally sceplical, took on sponsorship for this
car shorily before iis first appearance at Mugello

The Spamsh car was present al the Mugello race, but as of the nexi
event, Dijon, Joest amnd the Marting team were Left 1o carry alone the turbo
LIS Nag.

Joest alzo bad another iron i the Gre tothe form of the classic normally
aspirated cight-cylinder, which also sprouted 917710 rear bodywork. Ernst
Eraus and Jiirgen Barth drove the car which, for Le Mans, even received
long-tail bodyvwork & la the 91730 with which Mark Donobue had so
completely dominated the 1973 Can-Am series. Despite multiple tire

Brass conferenoes,
1278: Ten years
affer Porsche madiad
ot Hee first G0M.
Reinhold Joes|
iietl unwveiled his
latest booly of the
raclng ircde. Right
15 wetaran PO ot
Bolf Stamimeaien.

latlures amdd an accident, the
veperable old car managed
fourth overall, even without a
turbo, sirict fuel consumplion
limitz had made eniry  of
the nmon-lurbo an allractive
Proposition,

The Rarthe circwit also
saw three more Flounders on
the gnd, only one of which
reached the checkered Oag,
The long Spyder tail did not pay off with the furbo, as it did no
provide enough cooling for the high-pressure mduction system.

In Alwgello, the turbo piloted by Jocstand co-driver Mario Casoni
dropped oul of the mee. Otherwise, the two usually managed high
finishing pesitions, including sccond at DMjon and Monza, Together,
the two collected most of the poants that gave Porsche second place
in the 1975 World Champicnship for dMakes standings,

During the season there were numerous technical problems and
differences within the Dannesberger team, which eventually led 1o
Porsche withdrawing 115 support. First Dannesherger fired driver Gijs
vin Lennep becavse be had turmed his car's murbo boost knob too Gar
and so alle gedly caused major engine damage. In actuality it had been
Herbert Miller's doang. The Swiss dover was so vocal about lus car’s
trowbles that even the competing Martini team was coneermned that i
might lose its coveled Porsche Tactory support. Whereupon Porsche
fired Miiller and made it clear io Dannesberger that he wonld only gei
his car back (which had come out of the company’s own museum in
the first place) after be paid the outstanding service hills = and pronga!

After the firings, Leo Kinnunen, Itesh [tom the scat of the Spanish
car, ook the wheel Tor Dannesberger, Cologne-based Porsche specialisi
Erwin Kremer ministered 1o the engine. Even Herbert Aiiller stayed
active in a 0803, the one with Martimi colors, pow carrving a 2.7 Liter
turba. Including a first place finish in a 91710, Miiller's wins secured
him the second Interserie Championship tifle in a row.

I 1975, the turbo did not stir up the pack as thoroughly as had the
original 908 1 its day, now hall a decade in the past. Bul competitors
still had to deal with the mbe-framed racers, and there seemed no reason
nol W continue Tor the following vear. In 1976, however, manulaciurers




Deep Scath; Even nlo the 19505, Reinhold Joast
continued b enter his 906,/03 Turko. Jitrgen Barth
(seen heral, Siegined Brunn and Jean-Michal
Muortin drowe tiee cor ot the Kyaloami Nins Hours on
Novemberda 1941,
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08 /80; Reinhald
Joozfi's Turbo for the
Eyalami Nine Howrs

carried o tnigue type
designation: in fect, f
s o home-hilt 234,
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wirld earn their poinis oward the World Championship for Makes with the
pew Growp 5 Special Production Caes infended o resemble the production
cars rom which they had moere or less been developed — the so-called
Silbouetic Rule, Porsche ook the sood ofd 911 and used w0 as a basis o
create the most ouirageous racers — naturally, with turbocharged engines.
Buit that's an entirely different story ...

The ™5 territory would heneelorth be Known as Grouwp 6, and with
it came the World Sportscar Championship. The compettion would be
Fenault Alpine and Mirage, as well as Alfa Bomeo - and Porsche itself,
The factory had developed a new car, the 936, specifically for the new
series, and it prompdy won Le Mans in iz first season, with Jacky lekx
and s van Lennep at the wheel — Porsche's third overall victory al the
Sarthe cireuit after 1970 and 1971, The 936 would win Le Mans again in
E977 in the following vear, driven by Jacky Ickx, JTirgen Barth and Hurdey
Haywood, Indelatizable 908 operator Joest had whipped his veteran car
inte shape for 1976, with a huge rear wing, new nosc, and the very [atest
2.1 hrer rba. Despate the new works car's dominance, Joest managed a
satisfving win in the first race of the scason, Admittedly, ihe team had some
help in the form of Patrick Depailler’s accident, which cost the Kenault
teim bodl of 15 Alpines, and retirement of the works 936, bul on the wet,
logay Niirburgring, the 90803 crossed the limsh line first.

The next rownd, af Monga, was as exciling as ihey come, Al aspeed on
the far side of 260km'h { 162Zmph), & front brake rotor shattered, tearing off
a Mront wheel. The twrbo smashed mte a guacdreadl, bot Joest was aningured
and sprinted back 1o the pits on Fool. He ook over the second 908, the
veleran normally aspacated car, put the loud pedal down and lmished third
behind the %36 amd a Renault.

After the other two 208 urbos ook parl in a few races on the 1976
calendar, Joest was lefi plaving the role of Last of the Molucans for ihe
1977 senson — apart from a lew Flounders that continued (o mix it up in
Can-Am. By 1977, Joest had long been active in the far more profitable {in
terms of wins) CGroup 5, but he had once again brought his old 908 up 1o the
latest standard, Among other things, this resulied in the 350hp Litile ot
of scasons past luming inio a sori of pocket battleship, with every exiernal
similarity 1o the current works 936 racer, Joest had Litle success i Group
0, bul in Interserie achieved a first place and iwo second place finishes.

[ntersene remained a successfil venue for the Joest team, of only
because in 1978 only Group 5 and not Group 6 cars were cligible Tor the
World Championship. In the following year, Group & cars could once
again take part in races for the World Championship for Makes, bul could
nol collecl points. Joest's 908 (the car was remarkably tolerant of all the
changes that had been made (o i) had been altered once more, At the front,
it again resembled the onginal 90803, which had first appearcd all of
nmine vears earlier o lepd suppornt toothe 217 on the "Bing and in Sicily,
Al the rear, the 908 was onee agaim a genuine 21710, with somewhat
smaller fins, Between these was a cockpir a la 936, with a eomesponding
rearward fainng; the clean-fitting rear cover with its towering airhox hid a
2.1 lter sixv-cylinder twin turbo taken from the previous season’s 936, This
gencrafed a healthy 540 horsepower at SO00rpm.

In Joest's hands, the (win-turbo 90803 once again achieved great
suceess, It is difficult to believe today, bt the nearly ten-year-old car
{admittedly, alter receiving a much vounger heart) remaimed competitive al

80s look: Voikert Merl's turba A0 (aboved ot the DRM (German Sports Recing
Champdanahip) event ot Zalder, Belgiunn, 1982, and Slegirled Brunne hwin
turbo (mght), which fnished sixth at the Kvalami Nine Hows in the same year
criwven by Aldin de Cadernad, Sean-ddiches Moriin, ond Siorgio Planis.

the froat of the pack. In 1979 at the 1000Km of Ddjon, ot Led the field from
the start and finished first, Gar ahead of & mob of Porsche 9355 At Briamds
Hatch, JToest and Merd were stmulacly successiul.

Im 1980, an cminous-sounding 90880 appeared in the entry lisis,
noled here for the sake of completeness only as, aside from its name, it
had [itile 1o do with the history of the 908, Tt was actually a 936 buili by
Reinhold Joest and had the same engine that was then running in the twin-
turbe 908, Because Porsche insisted on the naming rights o ils own 936,
Joest quickly renamed his own pm_im:l. Hased on a 1977 car constructed
froan parts, the 20880 was built especially for Le Mans, and for a time
cotered alongside the leam’s genuwine WIS

SWAN SONG
In the very last phase of 908 memg beginning in 1980, another mdividuoal
plaved an important role. Sieglried Brunn had taken over Joest™s normally
aspiraled 908, which had already begun o run in vinlage racing evenls,
but now was again being sent inte front line racing, It acquined isell quite
well, and Bunn was assisted by a crew of well-known dnvers: Jiirgen
Barth, Herbert Milller, Violkert Merd and Derek Bell. In 1981, Bronan also
cntered an ex-Egon Evertz car, which he fitted with a twin turbo o bring
gy e the standard of the Joest car. Brunn intended o run the car for an
entire serics, but on Mayv 24, Herbert Miiller had a homifving accident
on the Nirburgring, in which he was killed and the car was completely
desiroyed.

Jorest soldiered on with his 908/03, often as part of o oo with a 92330
amdd later & Gronp O 936, as well as the “psendo” W08/80 which, at some
point, was renamed 9361 In mid-1982, Sieglried Brunn ook on Joest’s



lomg-serving W03 Tor his own stable. The car contested its last roces moa
Lo padnt job typacal of the 1980%, with reflective white and dayvelow red
siripes. This would be the ™85 finale before departing the stage.

The professional carcer of the 9028 finally ended in 1983, For an

unhelievalle 13 years, sports racers of this tvpe = with varying degrees of

madifcaiion — were remarkably successiul i mees all over the word. For
FPorsehe, the 908 was (he company’s admission ticket o the leading group
ol perenmial world championship candidates. The 908 was simullancously
a racehorse and a workhorse, many drivers in the list of the world's very
best camed thewr spurs or drove some of therr greatest races i the '8E.

To a degree, the 908 always stood in the shadow of the 917, the car
that gave Porsche its long-awarled first Le Mans overall win, Later, the 9306
was a bin Gaster than its older brother, and gave Porsche i third and fourth
wins al the Sarthe circuit, Bui the competition always had o contend with
Chee 908, and that ps sl iree wday, when one of the few perfectly preserved
cars shows up at a vindage race and immediately becomes a crowd Favoniic
— especially il 1t s one of the compact 208035 — and sull manases o sela
hellish pace, accompanied by the sowmd of itz fat-cight engine

Because these now almost 0-year-old racers are no longer subjected

10 the rigors of front hine :m:.':in;_:, the survivors are in immaculate condition
and, like so many Famouns acers, have also become objects of speculation.
Tris possible o make, or lose, a great deal of money in the trade for these
olbd treasures. I is a trussm, amd not just m the world of Porsche race cars,
that the term "original” should only be applicd with extreme care — and
nol Jusl becanse the cars ollen evolved so dramatically over the vears and
decades,

Bul that makes no difference. Original or not, whether it has a [ully
documented provenance or more or less historically correct appearance,
the moment the bellowing eight-cvlinder engine is called to life inoits initial
position between driver and rear axle, the moment the car, grombling and
hissing, is set in motion, the moment the breathtakingly agile relic sguares
up For the st commer, the only things hat matter are the happy 2rins on
the faces of the spectators. There are photos of Reinfold Toest, who, along
with lus racing skills, has alwavs had a head for business as well as a
photogenic grin; he, too, has had every reason o smile. He had kept his
SOBAES unil very recently, immaculately restored o s confizuration for
the 1971 season, and can alfirm Paul Frére’s svords: “The 908 has 1o he
considered a most exciling automobile.”
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1968: On the
road to the
World Sportscar
Championship

In 1968, the International Championship for Makes, as
the sporis car championship was billed that vear, was
contested by Group 6 cars — sports prototvpes with up
to three liters of displacement. Porsche entered its go8,
which gquickly proved a porential overall winner. The
issue, however, was decided at Le Mans: Porsche would
nor win the title that vear

Star feam: Ja Siffert (third from
laft) seems fapeient 1o gel o
with it. O May 19, he would
cirivtes The coupe® ko recoard-
seting dap on the ‘Ring. and
an <verall win dedrmed with
Elfard (second from ety e
other drivers in this line-up are
(irarre Jadt) Busssthe, Soordad,
Stommelen. Herrmann and
M



By FIA decree, as of October 1967, the 1968 Intermational Championship
For Makes was opened to Group 6 cars, the se-called sporiz prototypes with
up Lo 3000ce displacement; for Group 4 cars, sports cars with up o S000cc,
and for Group 3 Grand Towring cirs with unlimited displacement,
Porsche, of course, was well prepared. Lothar Boschen and Jiirgen
Barth, in their encvelopedic The Porsclie Book: The Defismitive flusirated
History, wrile that: “Previous mmors had hinted at this move, and no time
had been Lost: as early as July 1967, design was staried on a completely
new 3-liter, #-cvlinder engine (Type WIS, which was o be dropped into a
chassis denved from the Type 907, o become the 908 coupd ... Only Tour
menths later, the first engine was assembled. First tfime on the test-bed it
produced 320bhp, and alter four months of development 11 bad become

sulficiently reliable w iry s luck m long distance racing. In Monza — the
engine’s first race — the power was up te 335bhp and inothe final version ihe

best examples developed nearly 370bhp. "

FIRST TEST OF STREMGTH AT LE MANS
The 908 was first tested * publicly” in early Apal 1968 al a practice
for the Le Mans 24 Hours race. Porsche's engineers camied out their first
test= with the new three-liter powerplant m a converted 907 lomz-tal.
In this practice session, the Porsche pilots were nof yel giving the 908 a
maximum effort workout: in particular Roll Stommelen, who assisted in
cight-cylinder festing, held back,

The new, highly controversial Ford Chicane just belore the pil entrance

Pleture parfect: The long-tall of Eford and Mither cuts o ine fgure of Le Mans, The due started third an the grid, bud were eseniually disguaiifisd,
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Bulielproof ot last: The 807 aciusved o convineing vicksy af the 24 Heurs of Doyilonag, Jo Schiesser and Joe Bugezella shared driving dulies in fhe fdra-plooed
gt e 51

Tnumphant ito: At Dayrfong, three 9078 thundarad aerass the s e I farnaian.
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increased lap times by about 135 seconds, as the cars necded o brake o
atbout Tom b For this twm and then aceelerate agaim. The old lap record of =
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Mot wall sorled bul imperessive; Neally armayed, the 208 and 907 coupds, nos 1,

2 3, and 4, are lined up of the Mibburgring. Jossph Siffert in no 2 will thundsr

into frst placs; the second 08 under Mitter /Schilz will drop ouf, but the 2.2 liter

cars of Herrmonn Stomimelen (Grd place) and Nesrpasch JBussstio fdih ploos)
make o notable sfiort

Jacked up Despite the best preparation. short-tal coups ne 1 drops out of the
Moy 19 race any the Ndrburgring

The fual inpction lnss are somewhat betlar combsd than Sifsrt's hair, and
strancyhiler thor his worry lines, witlch, howeavsar, Bros IRRecessary. [n
Austna, the Swiss driver ascends o the iop of the vickxy podium
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Cnly modes! Dunlop and Shell stickers defroct from the

wiimatsly wictonows Sald, owvar H ] ales of Eifel] circut,




Everything A-OK: We're on the Nirburgring, it's nof raining, and we're wearing cool sunglasses! Gerhard Milter makes o good show of it in the shorf-fail, but
dloaan'l gpod fer,

reen is the color af hope: Vic Elford and Jossph Siffert bring cor i 2 aorcss the finlsh line in st plocs. The Swiss diiver also manogss o a2t fostest

fcrge on the Ring
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twin plug ignition, and Bosch mechanical Tuel injection displaced 25%ee
and vielded abowut 3HHp al B0O00rpm, Practice resulis for both cars were
promising: the Siffert Herrmann car set second Lastest lap at 2:59.3, while
Mitter Scarfiotti came in Toureth Fastest an 30004, Fasiesi in praciice was the
Ford (7140 of Jacky Ickx and Brian Redman at 2:37.0 (205.424km/h, or
127 045mph). For this, the fourth event counting foward the Infernational
Championship for Makes, no fewer than seventeen Porsches were entered,
Tour of them works cars, gomg up agaist seven Ford GTH40s.

In the opening phases of the race, [ekx Hedman had exciting duels for
position with the 508, before the Ford GTH crew drapped out on lap 58
with a broken cxhaust,

The two 908s were not spared their share of echnical problems, and
had 0 make numerons unplanned pit siops, At ihe end, Mitter/ Scarfiotti
fnished 11th, having completed 84 of 100 laps. Silfert Redman managed
T3 laps amnd were elassified in 190 The win went to the John Wyer Team's
surviving Ford G7T-HE Paul Hawkins and David Hobbs won, ahead of the
Porsche %07 long-tail driven by Boll Stommelen and Jochen MNeerpasch,
The winner's time was 5h 18m 23s.4, at an average speed of [90.333km'h

(118 268mph).

NURBURGRING: FIRST WIN IN THE CHAMPIONSHIP FOR
MAKES
Ax early as the sixth event of the championship season, the Nirburgring
IO00Em race (©May 19, 19%98), ihe new 908 entered the list of winners, Jo
Sillert and Vie Ellord won the legendary Eifel classic afier 6h 34m 635
(4 laps of the 22.835km - 14 182 mile — course), more than hree minetes
ahead of the works Porsche 907 of Hans Herrmann and Boll’ Stommelen.
Third place went 1o Jacky Tekx amd Paul Hawkins im a Tord G740,
ahowt 50 seconds behind HerrmanndStommelen. Foarth, stll on the same
lap as the winoer, was another 907, driven by Jog Burreita and Jochen
Meerpasch. The sccond 908 entered for the Nilrhurgring, to be crewed by
Minter Scarfiont, had set third fastest qualifying tme ar 824001, but dropped
out of the race with technical prohlems,

RAIN RACE AT SPA: NARY A CHANCE AGAINST ICKX

Tncky lekx and Spa-Francorchamps deserve a chapter all their own. By now,
the Belgian Formula | driver was alse regarded as one of the best sports
car specialists, and the 23-vear-old all-rounder provided [urther prool of
lis world class stas at the 1000Km mace on May 26, 1968, In pouring
rain, he put more than 30 seconds on the competition in just the first lap.
O Jus second pass, lus lead was more than a minole — a ruly sensational
perdormance. Iekxs delivered his masterpiece on lap 21 of 71 as he passed
Crechard Mutter (Porsche 907, putimz ham a Tall Lap ahead of the eotire field,
Om that day there was no competition in sight for Tekx: neither the Ford
three-liter prototvpe of Frank Gardner,
which had been fastest in practice af
3363 (234.6074km'h' 145 820mph), nor
the 908 of Herrmann/ Stommelen and
Elford Neerpasch  could  threaten  his
lead. At the end, Hermann Stommelen
finished  third, two laps down on
the winner, wlile Elford Neerpasch

Speedboat ot Spa: On May 26,

1944, Porsche pilods hawve o

cantend not anly with pouring
rain, bt also unbeatabls
deerwaler specialist Joacky fokx
in a GT40

dropped out on lap 36 due o an accident. [ekoRedman needed 5h 5m
1935 1o cover the [00Km of Spa, af an average speed of 196, 730kmh
(122.243mph).

THE TECHNOLOGY IS STILL BEING UNCOOPERATIVE

Before the eighth run Tor the Imiermational Championship for Makes on
July 14, 1468, the six hour race at Watkins CGilen, New York, the odds for
the title aspurant feoan Aulfenbavusen looked good. Jo Silfert had ser fasiest
practice lap at 1:10.2 (189.820km'h/ | 17.949mph). The second 908, for
Hans Herrmann Tetsu Tkueawa, was thard fastest (121115 The Attwood
Patrick/Buzzetta 208 was gridded fourth with a time of 1:12.0, and the
Tourth works 908 with Follmer Buzzetia had Glth fastest pracice ime with
12123, Tt was clear that Ford would be the toughest competiter in this race,
as well as for the Champronship itsell. Sillert’s 908 led from the starl,
b Tekxs was able (o pass oo take (he lead, Although Siffert again briefly
led om lap 37, a finsco was building for Porsche: the team's cars had to
make numerows unscheduled pit stops and Tostihe race. Jacky leks/ Lucien
Bianchi won with their Ford CFU40, ahead of team-maltes Paul Hawkins and
Dravid Hobbs, The winning Ford had tumed 286 laps for an average speed
of 176,225km'h (10FLS00mph). The Hemmann Thuzavwa 908 managed 257
Lups for sixth place. The Anwood Patrick Buzzetia 908 dropped out on lap
145 with technical problems. Siffert and Elford’s race ended on lap 10%,
Follmer/ Buzrette retired on lap 13 with engine damage.




PORSCHE STAYS THE CHAMPIONSHIP
COURSE
The farewell mce on feltwes’s old airport crcunl ook
place on Awvgust 25, 1968, The "Grand Prix of Ausiria’
was lhe mnoth race counting toward the Intermational
Championship for Makes, Much de pended on the owleome
of this evenl; the lust before the season Gnale ot Le Mans.
Porsehe traveled to the Aunsivian province of Sivria with
cleven cars — out of a total field of mocicen. Auffenhausen
dominated practice, Three 9085, with Siffert, Terrmann
Ahrens, and Elford, set Fastest practice tmes; Siflert was
alimost o second ahead of las team-mates. The fourth 908,
driven in Zeltweg by Meerpasch’Lins, had problems in
pracice amnd Goally set a me of 1:08.2 for mnth place on
the grid, Porsche’s armada was decimaled by the tenth Lap,
s Ellord steered for the pits with a broken throntle linkage.
At the head of the field, the %085 of Siffert and Herrmann
Ahrens icked ol the laps like Swiss walches — all the way
(o the finish, On lap 48, Siffert set a new record wilh a lap
ol 82 (177 723kmh 110.432mph). By that time, the
leading Porsche duo had nearly lapped the third place Ford
Calh ol Paul Hawkins, and soomn blew past am.

Zelvwe g brought Porsche a double victory, but because
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Trumph m Zalfweg: On August 25, Siffert sterds on the pela
cired Arisheg Arst; Elford i no 2 i second fastest n pracics,
bt andy manages sdghth in He racs

the race covered only 520km, the intemational sporting
comumuzsion awiarded hall poants only, giving Porsche
just 415 points Tor its ciforts, fewer than the second place
nishes at Braods Hatch, Monza and Spa, all of which
yviehled six points each. IF Porsche wanted o chalk up
[ve “niners’ (the (ull pomnt award Tor a win) as ils ve
best fnishes, then Zulfenbavsen would have o bring
home one more “Tull value” win at Le Mans, Porsche's
foughest fand indeed only ) competiter, Ford, had exacily
the same intention, The Americans had also achieved four
Tull valuwe wins, and, ke Porsche, were poised 1o win the

confinged page 53
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Victory on the home trock: At Hockenivim an September 15, Hons Herrmonn drves his W8 o second fastast in proctics, but in the rome brings it home
in frst plos
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ahdrves wilh Jo Bifferts ferasdaat practios Qe (3:35 43, ared Dl
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A spoint before the maraittvon: Although Jo Siffert s first on the grid, he's not as gquick o gat inlo the cockpit oz his tsam-mate in car ne 32, And by the tme no
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International Champicnship for Makes. Al Le MMans, second place behind
Porsche would be just as devastating for Ford as would be a second place
for Porsche behind TFord. T all came down (o tbe 24 TTours of Le MMans,

THE TITLE THAT WAS NOT TO BE

Wthe 24 Hours of Le Mans on September 28-29, 1968, Porsche’s Jo
Siffent and the %08 mwrmed m the Dstest practice lap (3:35.45. The next two
positicons on the grid went 1o Porsche as well: Stommelen Neerpasch drove
a 3355, and Mitter Elford tummed ma tme of 3:39.3. From the starl, the
Porsche armada was in the lead, and the tifle seemed a sure bet,

But then Pedro Rodriguer amd Lucien Bianchi (who was [ourth
fastest in praciice with 3:32.8) began (o lap ever fasier in their GT40,
eradually whitlling away Porsche's lead. Tension rose, and then Porsche's
drama began: for the SiffertTlermmann 208, the end came at 651 in the
cvening when the car retived with dnveirain problems. Development baoss
Ferdimand Pigch suspected a matenal defect “because alter the Zeliweg

grels under wery. i 33 Is airecdy long gane, As [he raoe wesrs o Siffert dng Herrmann wili drop oul, afng Elfard AMitier fno 230 will be disguicliied

race, we reinforced the drivetrain.” Worse was to come. Porsche feams
Linge Buchet and Mitter' Elford were disqualified in hour 8 because parts
on their cars were replaced in violation of the rules, Not long alier, the race
for 908 pilois Buzzeita and Painck also came 0 an end dee 1o alternator
problems. Al ope in the morming, the works Lins/Soler-BEoig 2.2 liter car
came into the pits, where mechanics worked on the car for abowt an howr
and a hall before giving up. Ford had problems of s own, as the GT3H0
of HawKins Hohbs dropped out in the tenth howr with damaged valves,
The second GT40, however, held together. Pedro Rodrigues and Lucien
Bianchi drove o victory and spatched the International Championship for
Makes [rom under Porsche’s nose at the last mstant.

It came as litile consolation o Porsche that a 9207 driven by Rico
Stememann and [Dieter Spoerry finished second, and the 08 ol Stommelen
MNeerpasch fnished thicd, After 24 hours, the victorions Rodrgouer Bianchi
Ford had covered 331 laps for a distance of 4432 880km (2706.89%8 miles),
at an average speed of 185 336km'h (1153, 28Tmpli), The secomd place 907
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of Steinemanin'Spoerry fnished five laps down on the winner, and the third
Mace M8 was credited with 325 laps.

Jomd averdeat) The iumvirats of raining: Sitert/Harrmomn (no 3
fastest ywed by Meerm tommelsn (no 33} and Elford AMits
J2). By the end, wie oo hord dropped o, and ho 32 was disgqualified

Stommeisn stll managed fo sst fasfest race lap




Porsche double win at the Paris 1000km race in Montlhéry
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1969: Ten
races, sevemn
wins

In 1969, Porsche finally achieved its goal of winning
the International Championship for Makes for sports

provtotvpes under three liters, sporis cars under five liters,
and Grand Touring cars with no displacement limit

A windars foalks: OF all the times fo univad o new car. Forsche choss the caldest saaman af the yeaor to rold cut the new open 904 of Hockenheins. Jo Siffart (Hurd
frarm el dnn pcrtfeviior apprecioled the fondg-laf] version of the Flouncder overleald, Bulaf Le Moans, dropped oul with transmission oroblems,
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Nz job for wolchonakers: Tin snips. hammers and Focsr faps’ are arrayed, recdy for aclion, os the #08: appesar af Daydona n Fsbruary 1969, fo foke part In
the annual Ballle of gltrilion, Herrmand and Siffer! in pe S0 dropred oul o5 did the rermaiiing four Porsche cotips oreiws

For this Herculean task. the ZulTenhsusen-based maker of racing and
sports cars send a cobesive, powerful armada to every championship
event, well stalfed with skilled techmicians and drivers that would be
difficult o beat. Ultimately, the Stuttzart works would fail o win only
three championship races: Davtona, Sehring — and the world-famons
2-hour classic at Le Mans, the most prestigious endurance race of
every season. The French enduro was won by a Ford GTHP entered by
John Wyer Automadive Engineenng amd doiven by Jacky Iekx and Tackie
CHiver; an especially hitter defeal for Porsche in the midst of iis most
suceesslul racing season 1o date.

Porsche™s 1969 tide, however, was well deserved, and nod in any
way diminished by the fact that only a few polent competitors ook up

Trociside condferanee: Vie Eford (et and iran Bedmon {cartar) stortad

{rom the pels, but were nast as unakle o irush as the rest of the Porsche
Bl fesaf, Bvah Porsches RED boss, Falmulhy Baoll, (beafweary them) s

powarlsss o changs thas. (AL pght: Jo Siffert. Jocky Iokx. )
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the Intemational Championship Tor Makes challenge. The competitors
were very evenly matched. Just the enormous momber of Stuiigan works
cars enlered, and their Brst-class pilols, ensured (hat championship poinis
were hrought homse with greal regularity, and useally with top finishes,
Porsche’s performance was also not devalued by the Tact that the new
rules worked 1o the ZuilTenbavsen team’s advantage: as of Janvary 1, 19659,
minimwm weight requirements were eliminated and superlight cars now
becime legal, Designers no longer had o ind space for the infamons “FLA
suitease” and spare tire, and windshicld height was no longer a factor, When
i came e lightwerght construction, we other sports car maker had, over
the decades, gamered as mueh experience and as mueh comprehensive
techmcal know-low as the house of Porsche., Nowhbere else were the
responsible parfies as innovative as in the Stuiigart-Zulfenhavzen shops,
and 1n the new Werssach test center oulside town.

I the previows vear, deawing on these skills, Porsche’s engineers were
able to pare down their Bergspyder to less than 400kg (88010}, to once
again convineingly win the European Hillclimh Championship. On racing
circuils, they sent out the Spyder, developed Trom the 908 sporis profotype
cotpd; the Spyder first saw action ot the 1909 Sebring race. Ulomately,
it was this extremely lightweight racer, whose 2997ce engine developed
aboul 3600p, that zave Porsche the 1969 Internatonal Championship for
Wlakes nile.

WATERLOO AT DAYTONA

The kKickoll 1o the 199 Internotional Championship for Makes — the
24 Howrs of Dayiona International Eoad Eace afl Daviona Infernational
speedway m Flonda — ook place on bebrary 1-2 that year. Porsche Brst
appeared at the brand-new Dayiona Speedway i 1959, when Argeniine
drivers Hoberto Mieres and Antono von Doery were overall winmers of
the 10Ekm of Dayiona — which counted toward the US Road Racing
Championship — with a Porsche 718 RSK, The "24 Houwrs”™ joined the
infermaional calendar m 1965, and has coumted toward the World Sporiscar
Championship (in ifs vanious incamalions) cver sinee.,

Al 1Tam on February 1, 1969, spxiv-iwo cars took fo the & 13km (381
mile) combined cowrse at Daytona, The rack consisied of the high-speed
“tri oval” with ils steep hanking, and the infield road course. The European
representatives = the John Wyer Ford GT40s and the Porsche works cars =
were heavy lnvontes to win this first rece of the World Championship senson.
[n AulTenhavsen, carel preparation had been made to ensure collection of
the hirst championship points: Porsche's mechanies pushed a Hotlla of hve
works cars into the Davicoa arena. During praciice, automotive jourmalist
Elelmut Xwickl spoke with a mechanic for an American team, who noted
the Forsche presence at Dayiona: “I0 i0's troe that Porsche s only o tny
operation, then Ford should have brought 30 works cars.”™

Meither the pumber of cars nor Porsche's inléensive preparation
proved adeguate, however: even before the race, numerous defeets hecame
apparenl when, during the second praclice session, the clulches m Four cars
developed problems, Despite this, Vie Elford in a 908 sill managed the
best practice lap ol 12522 (196,73 6km'h, 122.246mph).

In the race, Porsche initally appeared o folfill s role as favonte
when the three-liter cars cnsily motored away Trom the rest of the hield.
Later. though, the situaticn detericrated; ol o single Zuffenhavsen wiorks

car saw he checkered lag, and the lrsteventin the championship calendar
hecame Porsche’s Waterloo, All s dropped out, and all for exactly the
same reason: one specilic gear in each car’s valve train gave up the ghost.
To et weight, 1 had been made of light alloy,

Davtona was won by the Lola-Chevrolet T70 Aark 3B of Roger
Penske's Sunoco-sponsored team, doven by Mark Dopchue and Chock
Parsons,ahead ol another Lola-Chevrolet T70with Lothar AMatschenbacher
Ed Leslie, and the Pontac Firehord of Jerry Totos Jom Wand, Ader 24 howrs
andl 626 laps {3825km, 6156 miles), the Donohue Parsons car managed
an avernge speed of 159 700kmh (99 233mph). Cedonsly, m the course
of 24 hours, the winning Lola pitted 31 times for & otal of two hours, ten
munles and twelve secomds.

Porsche works driver Eoll’ Stoinaelen, writing as a eodummnist in the
Cierman magarine rallve + racing, said: “1 have seldom seen so many
disappointed faces at Porsche as after the 24 Hours of Daviona, where mot
a single works car inished the race. Even at Le Mans last year, we al least
maaged o have one car inish. We had gone w0 Florida quite confident; we
had started the last season with a nple victory at Daviona, and this year we
seemed o be even beter equipped. The 208 long-tails had been modified
over last vear's mosdel. And after the mimimum weight mile was elimimated,
wie were able 1o buld the cars even highier.

"The new five-speed frapsmission also helped save weight, Despite
femporary problems m practice, our optimism seemed justified: our Gve
three-liter cirs dominated practice, and only one Lola was able 1o work
its way up o second on the gnd. Proctice times of the live Porsches
differed only slighilv, another sign of onr well-balanced driver line-up
When the race started on Saturday, Porsche's superionily in lerms ol power
was readily apparent. Alter less than an hoor and a half, Jacky Tekx in the
tastest Ford GTH had been lapped; only Joakim Bonoer could keep up
for o dme with his Lola, The drama began when an exhavst pipe weld
on the Elford Redman car broke, letling exhanst gas mto the car, 1t was
impossible 0o continue dovimg that way, The cars of Silfert/Terrmanma,
Mitter/Sehiite, amd the car 1 shared with Kort Ahrens all sufTered the same
proflem. Repairs cost us hall an howr, Gerhard Mitter sulfered the worst,
as e not only inbaled poisonows exhaust fumes bt also gasoline vapor.
For two hours, he had o be given oxygen. We were back i the race, even
il we were hopelessly behind, Then, in the early hours of Sunday nuoerming,
ome car after another dropped out with engine problems. The cause of this
defect was wentical on all cars: a0 small componeni in the valve traim was
maH up i the stress. In the past, this part had never given any trouhle,”

Complete elimination of the Porsche works team began on lap 273,
the Attwood Bueretta car the first w0 be afflicted, Four laps later, Elford
Eodman dropped out as well; the Stommelen Alrens car parked on lap
313; the SiffertHerrmaon M surrepdered afier 415 laps, and the last
remumning car of Schiite Matter Attwood dropped ool aller 483 laps. Ford
was equally umale to collect any points af Daytona, lekx had a spectacular
crush, and other GT40s baltled thermal issues. 105 unlikely anvone was
e surprised than Mark Donobee when he suddenly fownd himsell alone
in Lhe lead.

The DDavioma pesults were a bitter deleat for Porsche, bt the
Zulfenhaunsen team had heen a bt too conlident, It had been intended that
e cnght-cvhinder cars, whose eventual frummph oo one had doubied, showld
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cross the hmsh hoe in V-Tor-victory formation, after the three viclonous
Porsches had erossed the line side-by-side the previons year, When all
Porsche team cars had been pushed behind the pits on Sunday moming,
one o the Porsche crew dryly commented that now they could armnge the
cars in a W oafter all =V for vanguished!

DASHED HOPES

Blarch 22, 1969 — the Twelve Hours of Endurance af Sebring, The second
race in the Championship calendar ook place on a former mulitary airfield
pear the small wwn of Sebrang, Florida,

Track characieristics include the start/finish straight of the 8.3km (5.2
muled course, which 15 qust shighily lomzer than 00 meters (197000, amd
anoiher siraight 2km (1.2 miles) long that permits high fop speeds

The “T'welve Hours" was lirst run m 1930 on s saliional rather than
international basis, The event was organized by Alec Ullman, who had
converted the old, abandoned training airfield in s desert-like sumroundings
inde a race course. In 1959, Sebang hosted the very first Formula 1 Uniied
Slates Cirand Pnx.

[ Sebring, as in Dayiona, the Porsche works eam was beaten. As
the “Twelve Hours™ began at 10 in the morming, the Porsche crew was
sull filled with optimasm: af the end, however, onee arain echnical Qaws
robbed it of victory; the frames of two works cars had cracked,

Just after the star, Elford Arwood wok the lead abead of Miter
schinte, ot zoom fell hehind again, Affer three hours, ihe 908 Spvder of
SulervBedman lound itsell m the lead, ahead of Amon/Andreit in the
Ferrari 312P, and Dayiona winoer Donobee, teamed with Ronnie Buckom,
in a Lola., They were followed by the Porsches of Hermmann Alrens,
StommelenTBuzzetta, and Mitter/Schinz, Siffert had o pat, and Donohuoe
dropped out with rear snspension damage. Siffert Redman and Hermmann
Abrens dropped out in the course of the evening. After nine hours, Mitter
Schive led Stommelen Buzzeita, alter the Amen' Andretti Ferrari lost tava
Laps 1o a it stop. But both Porsches had o pt unespectedly, allowing the
Ferrari to lead again, albeit only temporarily as the V12 engine showed
signs of overheaime and 15 dovers had o reduce ther pace.

Just before the finish, the John Wyer Team experienced its finest hour
when, ten hours mto the race, Ford ook the lead, and the G ol Jacky leks
Jackie Oliver won ahead of the Chris Amon Mario Andreni Ferrari 3121
The remaining places in the finishing order were filled by the Porsches
of Joe Buzzetta Roll Stomumelen (9083, Alex Soler-Roig Budi Lins (98073,
and Crerhard  MatberUlds schiity (908, Vie Elford'Hichard  Adtwood
were classified seventh with 225 laps completed. The Hermann Abhrens
Stommelen 908 dropped out alter just 97 laps, while SiffertHedman had 1o

mve up alter 133 Marto Andrett in the Perrarn 312F was [stestin pracice
with a time of 2:40, 14 {188, 128km'T, 116.8%8mph).

Fastest race lap was set by Chris Amon at 224188 (186.064km /b,
11551 mph). The race average speed of the winmng Ford GTH) crew was
I 31 Tknvh (103 34 lmph). Adter twelve hours, Ickx/Oliver bad covered
230 laps. Seventy cars started the race; exactly half of these were classified
ws himishers,

A DUET WITH THE 917

March 29 and 30, 196% practice for the 24 Hours of Le Mans, In the week
after Schring, Roll Stommelen, Kunt Ahrens and ans Heomiann amived
for the tradiaomsl Le Mans pracice session. Porsche had established s
headguaniers in the privaie t"r;lmgu Prevost, im the own of Teloché near
the circwil. Ever since lirst coming (o the 24 Hours of Le Mans m 1951,
Porsche had pitched its ents in lhl:- small village near Muolsanne

Along with the 917, Rolf Stommelen had also tested the 908 Spyder,
am] summarized his bmpressions for the enthusiast magazine rallve +
racing: “T'he Spvder, which was built especially for mediom-Tast circuiis
like Bebnng and Brands Hach, is a masterpiece of lishtweight design.
FPorsche lists 15 weight as 630 kKilograms (1389} but it is probably even
a licle Bar lighter. Some body parts are reinforced with bBalsa wood, As
mueh as [ appreciate the achicvements of Porsche engineers, I sometimes
have o ask mysell of the drvers aren’t exposed o oo much danger on
exiremely ast, umpy tracksT In Sebring, we disdged @ bullei, Although
the frames of all the cars broke ol the rear A-anmn pickup points, on the
relatively harmless airport course we were able o calch the spinning cars
in the grassy mmold ancas,

Rl T was very impressed by the new car, In most poinis, it 1= largely
tdentical w the 208 coupe. But especially i lerms of mancuverabulity, it
is Far superion In copcept, the 908 Spyvder (ube frame) is very similar 1o
last year's Hergspyder, With two tums lock-to-lock, the steening, ke that
of all compettion cars, 15 naterally very direct. The hydranlically actuated
dise brakes at all four wheels, combined with a brake proportioning valve,
casily handle any drving sptuaton encountered by the hght car The nng
svnchromesh transmission permits lightning-Fast shifts; at Porsche, we
essentially never have rmnsmission dilflicul es.

“Thanks 1o ifs light weight, the Spyder accelerates beiier ihan the
‘lomg-tail car’ that we had in Daytona. Its power loading of 1 8kghp
(400w hpy is hardly different from the immensely powerlul Type 917
In top specd, 1t is natwrally mbfenor 1o the Daviona car and the 217, as
acrodvoamic shape and absolule horsepower are the determining Gactors,
In Schning and Brands Hatch, these were not factors; on the Flonda race
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Unocoversd: Richard Attwood and Vic Elford drlve no 55 from fourth Skeptical, ' Hans Herrmann (sacond from B0 managss sixth placs ot Brands
oy fhe crrded o Ssecore ploos, Hesleiy: Ao Siflart fescond Treen nichl) i (he sir-Rour mace,

——

Ekeptical, I Pater Falk {with giosses) crouchss next io the Spyder Srepticod, I Dickls Attwond - ol Brands Hoteh of all places - dosan't lock like
and considars how he might help Rans Herrmann and Balf he could manags sscond place in this hoembly eneomforiabie roadsier

Elommelan oo batfer rih than sixth place, Dnforfunoataly, i
fexils, Mitter and Sciuitz i mo 54 finish fhdard
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Hopefu!: Brion Redman Is apparently not tha Ieast it superetitious and tokes
o mare laid-back attiluds, As well he moy: on Apxdl 15 be ong Jo Siffarl
drive the Spyder to vichory

course. for example, we were unable 10 exceed 260km'h (162mph) on
any of the steaighis. The three-liter engine has been developed since lasi
vear, bul power output has staved about the same; only transitions during
acceleration have been improved.

“In Sehring, T drove a Spyder for the first tme in a long-distance
race. Al firsl, drving in the open s very unfamliar, The low windscreen 15
shaped so that the driver docs not look through, bt cather over the glass.
S0 the wind hits the head with high pressure, which is not exactly pleasant
al speeds above 200km/T (124mph). Althoogh T oow Bave a maxi-helmer,
which encloses the entire head, including lace and neck — there 1= only
a small plexiglas-covered slot for the eves = For the mee T preferred my
conventional helmet with a special visor, Despite the visor, during the race,
extremely Goe sand and dust got through o my face — a phenomenon thai
[ had never expenenced in the coupé. It might be noted that we dispensed
with the adjostalde rear spoiler, as it provided effectively oo advantaze on
the relatively slow course. A normal lip spoiler was suflicient.™

Freadom of the press: Although the bamner above the pils claims that “The Do Ao lecds. " o trath, Redmam /Sitfert win o Brands Hotch, even thaugh in ths
pit scane the no 56 car of eventual second ploce fnishers Aftwood AEBlford is parked [n front




Otherwise, the esing sessions were overshadowed by the new
Porsehe 917, with which Eoll” Stommiclen sel an incredible fastest lap of
3007 (2300 130km b, 142.996mph). The new Matra M5 6405 also tumed
in comvincing performances; Johnny Servoz-Gavin sel secomd Fastest lap
ul 3:33.9 (220.687km b 140 83Tmph). Third fastest was Paul Hawkins ina
Lola, ar 3:35.2 (22531 Tkm/Iv/ 140,006 ph) ahead of Kurt Ahrens in a 908
with 3:35.2 (225.213km b/ 1394 Imph). The second 17, driven by Hans
Flerrmann, set a time of 3:59.6 (202 372km/h 125, 748mph). As a back-up,
Herrmann had also practiced in a 3-liter 208, in which he sef a time of
3493 (211.462km h' 131.397mph).

1-2-3 FOR PORSCHE

April 13, 1969 the Brands Hatch 300 mile race. The "BOAC 5007 firs
counted toward the World Championship in 1%7; a vear later 11 officially
became a six-howr race. and in 1970 was renamed the "‘BOAC 1000
Eotloametres.”

After defeat at Dayviooa and Sebring, Porsche claimed iis first win of the
season in the third World Champronship evenl — and did it so convincingly
that the Zuffenhavsen cars were thereafter considered favorites for the
title,

Porsche’s top palod, Jo Siffert, set fastest pracice me in 1:28. 2, Afler
a disappoiniing season start, would the losing sircak be broken? In short,
ves, Three 908s Glled the Orst three finishing positions (Jo SilfertBrian
Redman, ahead of Richard Atwood Vie Elford and Gerhard MitterTdo
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R - - the Spyder af Herrmann and Stommelen leeds the evenlual winner driven

Suddanly way out in front: Srands Hateh marks the breakirough. Hare,
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schiite ). The Tourth 908, driven by Herrmann aod Stommelen, Gmshed 205
of 227 laps Tor sixth place. Theee hours inte the race, New Zealander Ferrari
pilot Chris Amon remarked with resignation that: “We're going (o lose this
race, because I can’t hold back Siffert. Our car is just too heavy.”

Fastest lap? There wasn't one: as in the previous year, there was no
oficial tming of individual race laps, Meveriheless, the average speed of
the winning Porsche 208 was calculated at 161.290km b (10022 Toeph). OF
the 34 cars that ook the sreen Aaz, 23 were classed as limshers

Through its success atl Brands Hatch, Porsche took the lead in World
Championship points with 16, ahead of Ford {11 points). Ferrard and Lola
tigd for third with @ points each,

DECISIVE VICTORY
April 25, 196%: the 1000km of Monea. In the fourth race of the World
Championship season, Porsche won again and confirmed its position as
favorite, this ime through a decisive victory by the works 908 long- Lails.
Adter 4l 53m 41,25, ihe finishing order was Jo SiffertBran Bedman (their
race average was 200 342km/'h or 128.215mph}, ahead of Hans Hemmmann
Furt Ahrens, Tive choice was an issue. The Porschie works cars, like their
competitors from Ferrari, were fitted with Firestone tires; previously,
confineed page 73
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Custon tailorad: Mitter and Schiil frode piaces behund the wheeal of the
winning 208,02, A driver cihiance Includes swopning the rorcing sedal: each

driver heas fus own persenal racing bucket ssaf.

the Zulfenhavsen team had chosen Dunlops. Unexpected problems with
the Firestones decided the duel between Sulfenhavsen and Maranello, as
Porsche's engineers were [aster coming 1o grips with the tires than their
lialian opponenis, They inereased tire pressure o a level higher than
recommended, and the 9085 promptly sel a pace that scaled Ferran's
fate — even thowgl the Ialian cars could Lap faster, The Ferran 312585 of
Amon Andretti and Schetty'Rodriguer. had been leading for many laps,
butl wliimately bhad o zive up. De Adamich Gardner won the sports car
class in a Lola T70, after the class had been led by Kellemers/ Joest. The
Forsche double victory was rounded oul by an oulstambng third place by
two Gierman privateers, Gerhard Koch and Hans-Dicter Techent, in their
Forsche 907, Helmul Kelleners and Feinhold Joest placed Tourth in therr
Ford GT40. O lap 38, the Schibee N iter M08 dropped ot with engine
problems. On lap 75, Ellord Atwood (three-liter 08) had 1o give up aller
an accident. The fastest race lap was driven by Pedro RHodriguer (Ferrari
312P) in 2481 (216.299km'h/ 134 H2mph). Hest practice lap went to
Chs Aanon (Ferrar 312P0 in 2482 (21617 1Km W 13432 3mph).

Fortv-six cars started at Mhonza, 20 were classified as hmshers.
Aulfenhausen increased s lead in the International Champiconship for
Makes with 26 points, followed by Ford (14 points), Lola (12 points),
Ferran (99, Chevron (30, amd Repault Alpine (1 poimi).

PORSCHE DOMINATION
May 4, 1969 the Targa Flogio, fifth event on the Woerld Champicoship
calendar. The “Targa,” irst runin 1906, had over the years carned a reputation

Forza Porsefes: IF appears the Fiaf 500 af the eft edge of the frome hag juat
managed o dive Ink the dilch ahead of the fost-approaciung Spyder of
Mitter and Schufz, The bwo Porache pilols o on faf Wy (00 e ooLirses
record.
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as one of the world's most dilfficult “driver courses.” Time and agam in
Sicily, good pilofs - even in underpowered cars - conld use their skills o
place at the front of the field, as demonstrated in 1956 when lalian dover
Limberio MMaglioli won owtright the “ Towr of Sicily” in a displacement- and
horsepower-handicapped Porsche.

By il yardstick, for 1969, Porsche’s ship should come in, twice
over: Wop class drivers and the superior WEs would see o .

For Ferry Porsche, the 196% Targa Flomo bad special sigmficance: he
was Fuest of honor, and dropped the starting Nag for Sicilian sports idol
Minoe YVaccarella.

At the end, after ten laps (T19Km /447 miles) of the Little Madomic
circidl mear Palermio, Tour Porsche $08s headed the Gield. The winmng
team of CGerhbard Mitter Udo Selhiige browghi Porsche its ninth Targa
Florio overall viclory in a new record ime of 6h Tm 4535 (1174048
k7299 2mphd, Omothe cac-Killing, extremely demanding Sicilian road
course, they undercut the old record by more than 21 minuwtes. And, in the
last five laps, they never had less ihan a four minute lead on the second
Mace car of Vie Elford'TU'mberto Magholi, who himished ahead of Rolf
Stormmelen/Hans Herrmann and Willi Kaslsen Tarl von Wendt,

The tfifth three-liter 90&, driven by Lins/Tarronsse, was classificd
in 208t place. Vie Elford urmed the lastest rmce lap i 35082
(122, 248k h 76 3% Tmph). Elford also recorded the fastest practice fime
in 3557 (120.295kmh/ 74 T48mph). Seventy-nine cars started, 53 were
classified.

SIFFERT AND REDMAN, THE DREAM TEAM

May 11, 19658 The sixth race m the World Champuonship, at Spa-
Francorchamps, Belginm, saw the racing premiere of the Porsche 917,
Joumnalist Helmut Swickl jotted the following notes from the verge
of the Belgian Grand Prix course: “The three practice davs were more
or less rainy. In the rain, Spa requires a hellish balancing act. Standing
water om the Masta Strmehi threatens o cause the feared phenomenon of
hydroplaning at any time, the wide tires can lose grip without any waming,
and the car would shide across the asphalt withoul any steenng conirol.
Huge roostertails of water, stretching more than 2000 meters behind every
car, confound any atlempt al overtaking. For these reasons, the best times
reported for the praciice sessions have a foolnoie: it was pever possible o
mun on & dry course. Porsche brought two 9175 to Spa. The *white giant'
had completed all the stations of a comprehensive esung prograim, What
the 917 lacked was racing expenence. Silfert was sent oul in oa Y17 o
tentativelv explore the car™s provisional lmis, His Tastest lap of 3149
(228 752Em/hy 142, 140mph) remained the absolute Fastest practice fime.
Siffert’s mme, thowzh, made it obvious that the 217 - quate apant Troam the
wel course = was nowhere near ready (o race. The Swiss driver, known
loe sel [ast nmes even with badly ser-up cars withoul even knowing how

Giood cholos: Although Jo Siffert had tested the @17 at Spa. o decided ko
o thae proven sighi-cpiinder nsteod. Affer 4 24m 1948, Siffart AFedmorm
won the Spa-Francorchamps 10MEm races 0 their long-tmil #08, ahsad

of RBodrkguez Fiper i o Ferrar 31 2F ored feamm-moas Elfsrd JAlrens and
Hamrmomn /Stommelsn n $08s

Tar the car was Irom its opiimum seilings, mstead instinctively chose the
three-liter 908 for the race. SifTert wanted to win with a well-softed car, not
drop out of the race after tuming a few record laps.”

Besides Sifferi, other AufTenhbausen works pilots tried their hand a
the “white giant’ in the three practice sessions. The drivers who drove the
917 im practice at Spa included Kum Alwens. rallve + racing correspondent
Wolfgang Koepp talked (o the driver From Braunschweig after his practice
laps and obtmned some imteresing detarls: “As vou certanly Know, the
race here in Spa-Francorchamps is just a test for us, My impressions of
the car on this fast reack are not especially Tavorable, T had wrouble with s
madholding and also with the steenimg. You wouldn’t believe how much
force amd concentration vou have o muster o drive just a single lap.
Just sigering the car is hard labor, On this high-speed track here at Spa, a
It depends on aerodvnamics. In my opinion, the two exhausl openings,
among other things, canse adhesion problems. Apparenily, the back of the
car is lifted by acrodynamic forces, and weight transfers o the front axle.
As g result, the car fishiails pnexpected]y. Even in dry weather, T could noi
drive the car flat-out, it was much 0o nervous.”

Looking abead o the 1000km race at the Nirburering, Ahrens said:




“For the mce on the Morth Cireut, [ would much preler a 908 mits Spyder
version, Added o that, a good co-driver, Even if the 217 iz improved
between now and the Nirburgnng race, | don’t believe that it will be
superior o the 908,

When an engine problem was detected in the Mitter Schiitz 908 near
the end of pracuce, Miiter declared that he would drve the 917 with Schiitz
in the race, The two had set a practice time in the 917 of 40861, Tor eighth
place om the grid. Along with the 917, Jo Siffert had also driven the 508
in several practice sessions, for a time of 30486, and started the race in a
Lhree-lpler S0,

The sixth ronning For the 1969 Intermational Championship for Makes
become a duel between Porsche and Ferrard, with a few Lolas thrown in
for good measwre, SiffertRedman won alter 4h 24m 1965 (227,241 ki
h'141.200mph) ahead of Pedro Rodngues David Piper (Ferran 3121, Vic
Elford TKon Ahrens, and Haons TermmannRoll Stommelen (bodli crews
also i Porsche 908s). Redman set Tastest race lap at 3:37.1 (233 809km/
b 145 283 mph). Wit this fourth win in a ros, the 908 once again showed
its potential: it was superior 0 the competition on mediem-Tast circuits
like Bramds Hatch and twisty courses like the Targa Flono, as well as on
high-speed tracks like Monza and Spa.

Thirty-ome cars started the race in Spa; at the end, 25 were classilied
as finishers,

PORSCHE TESTS ON THE "RING

There was a three-week pause between the 1000km races at Spa and the
MNikthurgring, during which time Porsche undertook intensive preparation
for the last stage in ils assaull on the International Championship for
Aakes. A weanm led by engineer Peter Falk redeploved immediately afier the
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A tast business: (Laft to dghty Beo Steinsmann {0 jacker),
friczn Redrman, Helmubh Balt, Jo Siffert; Herbert Linge {on
it wead] belnd Siffert). Af Spa, mighteningly high s

Wara Iedc) quastionabs Dovermen
win wos all the mare spectacular for it,

At the Mirburgring 10080km roos, the Porsches armoda
1. BT caffer
expanencng problsms, only managed do fnish i 3=t

W [ s ederment, A SEEROE kaed esgarly
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raers take the belm. Befors the frst-ever rolling start. the mechanics take core of their charges i the his

Spa rice and st wp shop at the MNichurgring. Motoring jourmalist Hlelmud
Swickl was om hand o see Porsche conduct countless test runs with the 4.5
liker 217 and three-liter 908 Spyder: "The 917 was given ils final poelish
on the South as well as the Morth Crreunt, At the beginmng, on the South
Circuit, the 39 hp colossus managed lap times of 2;20; atter careful setup,
this came down 1o 2:09. On the Morth Circuil, Roll Stommelen umed Laps

of #:3% in the *white giant.” Hans Herrmann, who also drove the car, said
thee 917 felt unzainly. Moreover, i es=es and 1 braking, it sull lost a Lot
of time compared to the three-liter cars, For the 908, Porsche’s compuicer
had caleulated an optimum tme of 0% for the 917, 11 had come up with
a time four secomds [aster. In practice, bowever, the 917 was ai least 30
seconds slower.”
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UNBE ATABLE IN THE EIFEL

Juoe 1, 1969, Al the ADAC 1000km race on the MNirburering’s 22.8kim
(14,2 mile) North Circuit, the fradilional Le AMans start was climinated,
For safety reasons, for the first nme simce the rack hosted ois Grst World
Sportscar Championship race in 1953, a rolling start - a so-called
‘Indianapolis start’ — behind a pace car was employed. Sixty-lour cars
started; 39 were classified as finishers,

Oceupying the first row on the grid was the Sillert Redman 908,
which had set fastest practice lap (8002, 171 191km/ T 106,37 3mph)
ahead of the Ferran 312P of Chrs Amon/Pedro Rodriguer (8:00.3). On the
"Ring, w0, Porsche's strong 908 presence proved unbeatable, At (he end,
five of these cars filled the top live inishing positions. In order, these were:
Jo SBiflfert/Brian Redman ahead of BEoll Stommelen/Hans Hermmann, Vie
Elford Furt Ahrens, Rudi Lins Richard Attwood, and Willi Kanhsen'Karl
von Wend In sixth place was the Ford GT400of Helmut Kelleners Reindudd
Joest, The winning fime for Siffert Redman: oh Hm 02,35 {162 473km/
h/100.958mph). The fastest race lap was set by Ferran pilot Chns Amon
al 8033 (170.093km W 105 620 mph), Amen, however, dropped out of ihe
race; on lap 30, he had 1o park the car in the *Wippermann' section with
Fauliy ignition, Jacky Iekx/Jackie Oliver had a disappointing debut with

the new Mirage-Ford VE The car was equipped with a Ford Cosworth
Formula 1 engzine, developing about 430hp, Despite its abumdant power,
the car ran well off the pace undil it lost a wheel on lap 19,

After this, the seventh race m the calendar, Porsche had collecied 45
points toward the International Championship for Makes, thereby locking
up the Championship. Trailing behind were Ferran and Ford with 15 points
cach; Lola with 14 Chevron and Al Bomeo, 3 points cach, and Alpine
1 point.

THE 120 METER DRAMA
Porsehe had o accept an upexpected defear at the 24 Hours of Le Mans,
On June 14 and 135, the Swabian team had the justiinble ambition o ke
home 118 frst-ever overall win at the most imporiant endorance race of the
season. To this end, it put another, very bot, iron in the re in the form of
the mew 917, However, the new car had some teething troubles, above all
in the acrodynamics department, and was a long way Trom showing iis
capabilities. The S8, by contrast, were al the peak of their zame, above
all the crew of Hans Herrmann Gérard Larrousse, Al the end of the race,
Herrmann engaged in the now legendary head-to-head race with Jacky
lckx, only to lose in the Bast few yands,

contimied page 5

At s pramiere race cn the Narburgring, cnly Gardner/Fipsr dared o fame the raw power of the twelve-cylindsr $17
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Afr time: “Flying isn't the problem, ® recalls Jirgen Neghaus. “But you have to know how to land.” Here, Bolf Slommelen in no 4, a
Floundes, and Jo Siffarl, no 1, explare the third dimension.




Gerhard Milter, of tfhe whee! of o 2. has raved his gogogies o loke o ciical fook atf the nsirument poane]

Meanwhila, his sam-mate. Udo Scinitz, has to contend with his Porsche's oversteering endsnciss
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Faney fachweear: Jo Siifen, racing direcior oo Steimamann, and Gman

Redman compele for the béiggest grin award’

Red and grean on the Ring: The car numbers almast pradestinagts thair

Brulsirey positions. Whike Afvens ard Elfard in oot fecrrn's @

no 3, fnish fhird, Siffert and Bedman win inne 1. Herrmann and Stommelen

F i exar fae 4, the Flalineer,
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Tatichh and g The Herrmyann,/ Taarroisse fonog-fail goes boack oul

atfer a pif stop. The race i not yet Jost,




A game of yards andg seconds: Helmuth Sotts gazes =2 ixwsd on his stepweatch a= the Herrmonn ALamroses long-ioll passes the pits. At the end, itk mare than
100 meters separate Hemmann fram viciory in 1969 Bul 1870 would be a different stary

There had been tongh talks about entering Auffenhavsen’s super
spoctster, the 917, Porsche intended o enter two works 9175 for Le Mans,
one driven by Roll’ Stommelen'Kurt Ahrens, the other by Vie Elford
Frchard Atwood: a third would be entered by Brtsh prvateer John
Woolfe. However, the C51 - the Commission Sportive Intemationale
— ook offense at the long-tail's movable rear faps, which dynamically
improved rear downlorce. The 917s were only allowed 1o starl once the
Mlaps were made immaovahble.

From the very hl:ginm' ng of practice, Rolf Stommelen demonstrated the
unbelievable performance potential of Zuffenbavsen’s new secrel weapon:
with o lap time of 3:22.9 (238.970km/h/ 148 493mph) he considerably
undercur the previous record bolder, a 1967 Ford profotype powered by
a 7 liter engine, It should be nofed that the 1967 time was sct before ihe
chicane was added before the start fimsh stroight; in 1969, the chicane
casily cost ten seconds per lap, The new (unofficial) fastest lap time was
muostly atiributable © exiremely high op speed: on ils record lap, Kol
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Privierleer: For the nen-championsidp Norisring 200 Miles, Tony Dean enlered o Q08 202 lor Vie Elford, wheo guiaiiiesd e cor in thirdg and nished secsnd

"} [T ey s . T Tt ] B o Ty m oy e B e 7 - "_-u--
The headline in cauto motor und sport read "Forsche Rumors.” The topic was the P08; "Porsche has
holted development and 15 selling all but two or three examples, which will be dismamiled and

0 - . — -
1ST1T, Decise _.._|E“.-:u"|'”.‘ g e

_i'__.-.u;’_‘,"u;’__-j._f i1 the SCre rls r1e T i = f the k.ﬂl_.‘_]:.'l.:h.ﬁ
L ] e e e s = 1 = 3 O T e ol T b = LA T far
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activities. Our information is that the exact opposite is the case, Zuffenhausen is looking for ot leqst
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The chroniclers of molorsper recorded that s5ix Europeam races, including three German events,
macles up the Interserie, o new serles called to life in 1969, endowed with o purse of 45,000 Swiss

fromcs.

Even at that early stage, it was apparent that the Interserie’s two kickoff races — the '‘Wuremberg
200 Miles' and the ‘Southwest Cup'in Hockenhelm - were among the most interesting German

matorsporis events of the secson.

Stommelen’s %17 is said 1o have reached 380010 3Wmh (236 10 242mph)
on the long Hunaudieres siraight. The second 917, with Vic Elford, ser a
practice fime of 3:25, 1 (236,41 3km/h/ 146, W Hmph) for second spot on the
arid.

Aflter practice, the ™85 joined the pair of works 2175 ai the front
ol the gnd. Silfert Redman, with 3:29.4%9, ook the third slot on the gnd.
Lins/Kauhsen, with 3326, were next in fowrth, Herrmann' Larrousse,
3:35.0, had sixth, and Mitter/Schiity clocked a 3:35.6 for seventh on the
grid, Uniil theee howes before the end of the race, the Stutigart works’
chances still looked good; their first overall victory on the Sarthe circuil in
western France appeared within reach. SifTfertBedman (208 Spyder) had
already dropped out after Four hours due to loss of ol and transmission
damage, and the Miner Schiite 908 was put oot by an accident at 2:45 in
the morning, The Roll Stemmelen/BKurt Ahrens @17 dropped out in the
14th bour (damaged clutch, Toss of oil). But at that tme, two Stuilgan cars
siill led the race, Then the tide merned; the 208 lopg-tail of Willi Kauhsen'
Budi Lins was parked at 10642 with a transmission problem. The end lor
the Elferd Attwood 217 came at 10056 in the moerning with gearbox and
clutch damage. Tragically, John Woolle's 17 crashed on lap one, killing
ifs unbelied daver.

The only S to survive 1o the end, the 208 of Hans Herrmann ' Crerard
Larrousse, had taken some hits, too; despite a hard-Tought duel in the final
stages of the race, with fading engine power and Tailing brakes (hy the
end, the three-liter 908 engme had lost 200rpm from its wop end, dropping
maximum specd by 20mh 1 2mphd, they could no longer stave off ihe
win by the Ford G440 entered by John Wyer Aulomotive Engimeenng and
driven by Jacky lekx and Jackie Oliver, The only thing between the Porsche
and a long-awaited Le Mans win was a space of about 120 meters.

After covering 4997 995 Kilometers (3105618 miles) i 24 hours,
I[ckx/CHiver came in just shy of the magie 3000km mark. The second Wyer
Ford GT40, driven by David Hobbs and Mike Haillwood, finshed third.
Jean-Fierre Beltoise and Piers Cowrage drove the works Matra 630 1o
Fourth. Small consolation: the new lap record went 1o Vie Elford in the 917
long-tail with a fime of 3:27.2 (234,00 7Tkm 'h/ 145,412 mph),

FIFTH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TRIUMPH FOR
SIFFERT/REDMAN

The ninth and penultimaie World Championship race of the [96% sgason,
the Watkins CGilen Six Hours on July 12, was ruled by the new champion
Tromy Smmigan. On the Grand Prix course in upstate New York, Jo Siffer

Adr foree: No one jumpss higher thoan the Jogman signaling e end of e Watkins Glen of: July 72, 1949 And he hos every reason bo show his enlfiosiasm as
Athwood Dean /Elfcrd, SiffsrRedman and BuesettaLins stage a plofurs-perfect 1-2-3 fnish




wioan At the wheel of a Porsche 908 shared with Brian Eedman. Elford!
Attwood (908 02) Anished second, ahead of vet another B08 Spyder driven
by Lins/Buezetta. The clean sweep at ihe Glen at least pardy made up for
the poor showings al Daviona, Sehrng and Le Mans.

Ten minutes belore this latesi Siffent Eedman mumph, Porsche's
racing hoss, Rico Steinemann, had a small problem tosolve, American auto
journalist aml racing photographer Bob Mimm reported that Steinemann
wanted the three cars of the Stttzart margue, which were leading the
race, o cross the Gmsh loe in loe abreast formaon, as that would be
the simplest way 0 emphasize the victory, Al Sicinemann’™s side stood Jo
Sillert, who did not od this solution very altractive; he felt o0 was unfair
o the second place car driven by Elford Avtwood, which would then be
classified as a lap down on the winner.

Elfoed felt that the two deserved o finish the race oo the same lap
as he, the winner. To satisty both points of view, Steinemann had the
pits sigmal his pilots with ATTW-REDM-LINS, upon which, like a well-
led fighter squadron, ithe three Porsches changed formation and passed
the checkered flag i the mdicated order. “So, we've had our revenge,”
muitered Stcinemanmn,

Vie Elford Bichard Attwood and Bodi Lins Joe Bucceita placed ahead
of Servoe-Cravin Bodrigues (datea 6507 and Kelleners Joest (Ford GT4i0),
JoSillert alsoset fastest praclice lapim 108 47 (194,41 Tkm'h’ 120.805mph):
the Tastest race lap of 0913 (192, 71%m/ 1197 50mphy went o YVie

Ellord. Twenty-nine cars started, 14 were classificd as linishers.

SUPPORT FOR THE 917

O Tuly 27, 1969, alteronly elevenmonths of construction, the Osierreichring
opened for business near Knittelfeld in the Awstman siate of Stymia. Just iwo
weeks later on August 10, the course achieved World Championship s tams
as it hosted the 10th and last race for that year’s International Championship
Tor Makes. Jo Silfert’s co-pilot at the Zeliweg cirouit was Kurl Ahrens. The
iwo drove the 217 entered by Karl von Wendt to its first overall victory
in a championship rmace. A secomd 917, entered by David Piper Racing

U eacgeningt the il Al
Watking Glen. foncy
Sty whes! gymiasiics
oy alf. Bnon Redmamn
ciried Jo Siffert paish the
Salzhurg-enterad Sporder fo
viclory in bhe Six Hours

with the driving leam
of Richard Auwood and
Bran RKedman, linished
third.

Earl Woemdt,
motorsports  enthusiast,
extremely wealthy lord ol
his own castle and landed
csfates  in Germany’s
Sauerland  region,  had
already ordered and paid Porsche in full Tor a $17, Voo Wendt = in his
day, one of Germany's best sports car drvers — recalled that: “Thunng
praciice, I saw the faces of the 917 drvers, They were exhausied, even
short hreaks didn't help much. And their cool suits didn’t help either. Also,
I bewd expected thar the car would certainly be three seconds Faster on this
track than the D067

Even belore the race, Zulfenhavsen's hopes for the 17 had been
dampened. A computer simulation had come up with a time advantage of
only aroumd one second per lap or the “white giant® at the "Llil-lt:ing,' even
though the car had undergone continwous improvement sinee Le Mans,

Mevertheless, von Wendt was disappoinied; belore the race, he spoke
with jowrnalist Helmur Awickl: I a driver like Siffen in this supemhing
isn'l seconds faster than all the others, what good is this car o me? 'l
stick 1o the 908, I hope the factory doesn't force me o buy the 917,77 And
it didn’t. Von Wendt drove the race teamed with Willi Kaghsen in a D082
Spyder, entered by Porsche Salzburg, fnishing sixth.

The %175 first Infernational Championship win was recognized hy
Powerslide editor Dieter Stappert, who reported m detail: “Never change
a winning fcam! If' T have not been misinformed, this cxpression comes
from English foothall circles, and 15 often applied (o other sports as well.
The responsible people at Porsche must have thopght of this aphorism
al halftime ol the “Austrian Grand Prox,” as the white cars from Stuligar
weren't doing all that well, bt phimately it all came w0 a happy ending.
Silfert Ahrens wok the win with the 917 m the last race of the Internationl
Championship For Makes, Avwood Fedman finished third in another car
of the same tvpe.

“ITm my opimion, there 15 oo doult that the experenced drver
combination of Silfert Redman could jusi as casily have won the race in
a Porsche 908 Spyvder. For ome thing, sad car — as s siblings proved m
the race - is characierized by pearly incredible durability, and it would be
difficult 1o wop the Silfert/Redman driving team in this car. Om the other
hand, it was probably time to prove thal the 917 could bhe a winner, foo,
And — as the results show — prove it they did. Even il that did not come

VM



Ciar no 5, stxth place: At the Osterraichring on July 12, 1069, Willi Kauhsan
o fals cc-pilal, Kol van Wendl difve e Flounder enfersd by Poriche
Salzborg.

entirely without some worry lines and heart palpitations, as the 917 showed
itz idiosyocrasices in the race,”

On the new 5.9 kilometer (3.7 mile) course, Silfert Ahrens needed
Sh 23m 36,95 1w cover the 1000 Kilometers (al an average speed of
186 330km k' 115 780mph). The Porsche phalanx was broken omly by the
second place Lola-Chevrolet of Joakim Boonier and Herbert Miller,

COnlv Porsches — 917, 908, 907 and 910 — were classified in third (o
twelfth place. The finishing order was Avwood Redman (917K), Gregory
Brostrim (2, Lins Tarmosse (HOE 02, Kanhsen von Wendi (0802,
MNewhaus Froblich  (902/02), Marko/Genn (910, Kraus/Basche (910},
Foranse Weigel (907), Bradley/Spoerry (210, and Blank Thiceler (300, The
only downside for Porsche was the eardy retirement of the Koch'Dechent
R02 due tea technical defect,

Fastest practice lap as well as [astest race lap wenl 1o Belgian Ford
Cosworth Mirage pilor Jacky Iekx, In the practice session, Icks drove a
1:47.6 (197 700km'h' 1 22 886mph); in the tace, he even beat his own lime
with 1467 (19962 Tm/ Ty 124.039mph). Thiry-six cars stacted the race,

27 were classilied as inishers.

FORESHADOWING THE 1970 SEASON

AL the end of 1969, 10 was obviouws that John Wyer Auwlomotive Ensineering
wolld take overracing and team management for Porsche inthe Infernational
Championship for Makes., Well Tunded with Gull Oal sponsorship money,
Wryer provided an enormous reliel for Zoffenhansen’™s costly  mcing
achvities. As u second mon i the hre, works cars were also entered under

Teamed with Alex Soler-Roig,
Jochen Rindt won the non-
hampionship Six Hours of
Jarama near Madrid, The
leam of Fernandez/Godlar
ociles (ailso In o ¥08) fcok
second place, a lap down
Porsche's senes champicn,
the P08, was lsss successiul
in ecely Octfober. In the Preils
von Tirol (Prize of Tyrol) race
at Innsi>ruck, Kurt Ahrens and
fud Lins managed fourth and
fifth only behind the winning
Lola T70 of Frank Gardner anc
ihe two three-liter Abartis
of Merzario and Criner, Also
surprising was the Japonese
Grand Prix, won by a pair of
V1Z2-powered Nissan R382s.
Third ond iourth went 10 g pair of loyota /s
The two Porsche ¢17s, piloted by Jo Siffert cnd
Hons Herrmann, only managed sixth and
seventh, In the 1000km de Paris at Montlhery,
Porsche was again beaien, this ime by o pair
of Matra 650s driven by Beltoise /Pescarolo and
Rodriguez/Redman, ahead of the privately-
entered $08s of Fiper /Craft and Hezemans,/van

Lennep.

the banner of Porsche Saleburz, Paul Fréve explained it as follosvs: *[In
19701, the factory’s racing policy underwent an important change: it was
felt that oo many engineers, lechnicians, and highly qualified workers,
who were badly pecded elsewhere, were involved in the preparation of
the cars and the actual rece orgamation. Conseguently i1 was decided that
while the Factory would get on with all the development work and wonld
comtinue Lo build and recondition cars, engines, and other mechanical units,
the actual preparation work amd race oreanization would be entrusted 1o
pn' vale teams ol fi cially representing the I"an:lnr:,' under a contract agreement.
The most inportant of these eams was the Gull-sponsored wam of JW
(John Wyer and John Willment) Automotive Engincering hased in Slough
[England] which, in 1970 and 1971, ran the cars in the well-known pale
blue and orange Gulf eolours, In 1970, the second tcam was that of Porsche
Salzburg, a imm owned and mn by Fran Luse Pigch, Dr Ferry Pomsche's
gister, which imports Volkswagens into Ausitia and looks alier Porsche
inferests in thal country.”
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In 19469, Porsche won the 'World Sportscar Championship” for the first ime. Of the ten races on
the International Choampionship for Makes (as it wos known thaot yvear) calendar, Zuffenhausen
piiots won seven. I'hree championship races — Dayviond, Sebrnng and Le Mans - went o other
makes. These defedis were pagniful not just for sporting regsons. racing wins boost the business of
selling cars. Georg Bohlender, wriling in auio motor und sport, said; "The [¥6% season, for which
preparations had been made at great expense and with the application of significant engineerin
and dnving manpower, had begun on o depressing note: at Daytona, all four works 908 cars
dropped out because four auminum-alloy gears in the valve train gave up the ghost, after 18
hours, with worn-down gecr teeth. The recason: during testing ot Monza, aocidents cut test drives
to 18 instead of the planned 30 hours. In these 18 hours, the weak gear, which was Iater replaced
by a steel version, did not yef exhibit its inadequate durability. In-depth preparations for the 12
Hours of Sebring were also not possible, This rough race course would have (o be simulaled on an
endurance frack, but at the ime in question, every possibie existing fest track was snowed under.
As aresult, in Sebring, ocne frame after another cracked. Stll, Stommelen /Buzzetic momaged a third
place because a mechamic quickly scavenged some fuel barrel braces to apply reinforcing beams
fo two broken frames. Thereatier, the Spyders were fitted with an added tube frame pyroorid’ ot
the rear of the frame
‘After that, the 908 had become a car upcon which even the drivers, never an easy lot fo sctisty.

could swear: reliable, and with incomparable roadholding. As of mid-April, the cars were spared

ny retirements due o fundamental, design-based failures,; there remained orldy small faws. At
Bramcis Hatch, Siffert started the race with only d single functioning ignition circuif, yet the Swiss
driver still managed to win. Two broken plastfic bushings in the shift mechanism led to Mitter’s
retirement at Monza. Porsche’s racing engineer, Peter Falk, could recite an even longer list of
obstacles: at the Targa Florio, a defective bell in the shift linkage of the Lins/Larrousse 208 and a
loose rubber steering component in the Stommelen /Herrmann car, repeated V-belt failures, which
oddly enough only seemed 1o dog Elford; at Le Mans, inadequate cooling for plastic hoses on
Siffert's tremsmission, which led to refirement, and o worn-cut front wheel bearing on Herrmamn's
car which contributed fo the defeat in the 24 Hours of Le Mamns.”

.'#I

A win for the '17: On the Osterreichring in August 1969, the 908 Spyders are no langer fast enough for the victars' poditme -
ronigile prawern atit
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In the new season, Porsche impressively defemded ats title of Intermaional
Makes champion. The Swabtans would win the Championship for the
second tme — and Goally claimed overall viciory at the Le Mans 24
Hours, In that racing season, Sullenhausen’s motorsports director, Rico
Stememann., had several wons in the fre: on lngh-speed crcuis, the now
heavily modificd Porsche 217 was virtually unbeatalle, and the brand-new
Porsche 90803 was tallor-made lor medium speed and twisty carcuts such
as the Nirburgring and the Targa Florio,

Added to these was the [nct that, m this year, severnl world-class
drivers were on the roster for the Stuiigan-based maker of racing and
sports cars. Although Auffenhausen was no longer oflicially entering cars
in rices, he eams of JW Auiomotve (John Wyer and John Willmenth and
Porsche Salzburg would carry the flag for Stuttgart and enter the "™Es and
917 for World Championship evemis on its beball: all of ihe pieces were
in place for another title, well before the season opencr.

The five-liter jugzgernanl and the smaller 90803 — actually an all-
new car, which now only shared its engine with the 908 and was more of
a descendant of the YW Berzspyder — made up that vear's dream feam.
The unbelievably Fast 917 virtually dominated high-speed courses such as
Le Mans at will; the maneuverable, almost kart-like 90803 did the same
on winding courses. It was really built specifically for the in-iown and
village-to-village roads of the Targa Flono, bul on the ."'«.'ijrhurgring, o, 1l
would enjov its share of legendary successes.

The 217, which could reach 330kmrh (205mph) m shori-tal Torm and
a further 30km'h (G30mphy in is long-tal version, made Lhife difficult for

1970:
Defending the
title

In the late 196os and early 19705, ax at no time since,
FPorsche spared no expense nor effort io reach the
pinnacle of motorsport — and to stay there, ar least for

a while. Whar had been achieved in the previons season
would be defended in 1970, Again, the plan was: no
compromises. And ir succeeded. The gi 7 finally achieved
averall victory in Le Mans, the go8/03 clinched the title
at the Niirburgring, and at the end of the season, Porsche
wes again World Champion for Sports Prototypes, Sports
Cars and Special Grand Touring Cars

the Ferran 3125 After Ferran insuiuted a reducing diet toward the end of
the season {(though when it comes o lightweight design, Porsche is simply
unbeatable), the red racers from Maranello and their potent Y 125 Goally
developed imto serious competfitors, At B23kg (182Z00b), the 5125 was only
shightly heavier than the 917, but, with 62060 at 9100rpam, emjoved a power
advantage, And boih of these rivals were, officially, production sporis cars;
difficult thowsh 1t 15 e believe, that 15 how they were classilied by the
rules, In principle, they were sireet legal, with turn signals and lights, a
[ragmentary sort of runk space and a spare tire which could only fit into
iz designated space when deflated. Just 25 examples were sufficient Tor
homologation. The photograph of the Porsche company courtyard with
all 25 production examples lined up for inspection, a shimmenng line of
while, 15 as Tamous as a marketing ool as 11 was elfective.

The zpeedy three-liter /035 did oot peed lus sont of lugh drama.
Unfettered by any excess weight, they were the embodiment of the concept
of 4 pure sports racing car.

VICTORY IN GULF BLUE: THE 9175 TAKE OVER

Janwary Al -Febrvary 1, 197k the 24 Hours of Daviona, the first race
on Lhe International Championship for Makes calendar. Al 3pm, 64 cars
rolled tooan ‘Indianapoelis start.” The three works teams Tor Porsche, Ferrari
and Matra fielded thirtcen cars between them. For the new season, 90Hs
were racing in private hands only; they no longer had a chance against
the twelve-cyvlinder machimes. Effective immediately, the reputation of the
L08R would only be carmed by the /03 version.
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_:.;,,_ ent/Koch. The second race 1or e Tempporddd ATgeniing was e 200 Miles of Buenos Alres,
rUn o wesek later i ftwo hedats of 26 laps each on the scome course as the 1000km rocs,. De Adamich
Courage won in an Alfa Romeo 33 /3 ahecd of Gregory (Porsche 908), Balloise P-'.r“ crolo (Mettrer £50),
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(Porscihe 9085)

Ihe Dayvionn race developed mito a 24-hour batile, with plenty of
suspense al the end as Jo Siffert in the Gulf 217 and Mario Andrei in the
Ferman 5125 staged a breathtaking fight for second place, by which tme,
Fedre Bodriguey had built op an uoassailable lead, Finally, juse before the
finish, the Swiss driver managed a pass 0 make it a double victory For
Forsche while Andrewi had 1o strugele with a broken frame. Admiteedly,
the Porsches were unheatably fast m this race; Siffert {requently took
the high banking of the cor-killing course al 3530km'h (217mph), leaving
speciators speechless.

A Dayiona, Silfert and Bodngues” co-prlots m the victorons John
Wyver team were Brian Redman and Leo Kinounen. As the REodrigoer
Finmunen car ook the checker, 1t had covered 724 laps and 4439 938km
(275RB56 miles), nod only setiing a new course record (handily beating
Mark Donohue Chuck Parsons’ record of the previous year: 626 laps,
3848 T3 2km, 23904597 miles), but also seiiing a recornd for Bighe st average
specd at 1ELE5ERkm/h (114 800mph). Faght laps behimd the winoer, the
newly homologated Gve-lier Ferrard 5125 of Mano Aodreeii/Jacky Teks
Arturo Merzario ook thind place behind the victorons Joshn Wyer team,
despite Marno Amdrett branging lus own Indy pil coew with om; the
expericneed mechanies could cut in half the time taken for the Ferrari’'s
roulime pat stops. Fourth and Gith places went o a paor of Ferran 3120
driven by Sam Posey/Adlike Parkes and Toony Adamowice David Fiper, The
Laine Porsche 908, driven by Hans Laine and Gijs van Lennep, dropped
out on lap 385 with engine damage, A 90802 enfered by the Argentine
“Junn Manuel Fangio® team, crewed by Carlos A Pairetti Alain de Cadenct
Jorge Omar del Rio, coasted o a stop on the first lap with mechanical
difficulties.

The fastest practice dme was sel by Mano Andretti in 1:51.6
(197 793km b, 122903mph); Fastest race lap went to Jo Silfert in 1487
(203 070km b, 126 182mph). Only 22 cars were classificd as finmishers.

THE MOVIE STAR HOLDS HIS OWN

O Mareh 21, 1970, ihe 12 Howrs of Sebring Kicked off For the 20th time
and sixty-cight cars ook the green flag. As in Daytona, for salely reasons
the Le Mans start was abandoned, replaced by a rolling Indianapolis siar
behind a pace car. And this e, the red car with the prancing horse had
its revenge for Daviona, For the ficst e since the win by Chiis Amon
and Lawenyo Bandin at the kK of Monea in 1967, Ferran claimed
an Intervational Championship for Makes mace. Mario Andrem womn,

plong with Sicilian sports idol Mino Vacearella and lgnagio Giunli, in o
Ferrari 5125, The winoers drove 0 a new comrse record of 248 Taps ancd
TS Akm (12896001 miles)y; their average specd was 172.62%m'h
(107, 26Tmph).

More sensational, thongh, was the second place Gnisher: actor and
private race driver Steve MeOQueen, who co-drove a Porsche 208902 with
Poter Revson, Indeed, untl four laps before the end, MeChueen Revson
were e the lead, untl Andrein passed the 908 and secuwred Ferrard's
wim. MoOuncen' Revson enfered their Porsehe wnder the banner of Solar
Productions Lid, the production company for MeQueen's llm, Le Mans.

Third place was taken by the Alfa Fomeo 333 of Toine Heremans
Masten Gregory. The Wyer Porsche 917 drven by Sillert Rodrigues
Einnunen conld manage fourth eoly, a resuli that gave John Wyer panse o
consider. Belore Sebnmg, the team had camed ool extensive development
work om the 917 at the Gull’ Research Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
andl, among other thimgs, had modified the wheel wprights. As i twmed out,
the changes made these suspension components especially susceptible o
problems on rough iracks,

Seventh place was taken by the 908702 of Hans-Dieter Dechent (driven
by Roch/Tarrowsze Adttwaood), The D08 enicred by the Finnish Antii-Armio
Wihun Racige Team (A AW Tor short) and dnven by Hans Lane and Cirps
vin Lennep was a non-finisher, The second Dechent S8 was disqualified on
lap 31 lor receiving oulside assistance in the form of o push star. Andreit
sel Fastest practice lap at 2:33.5 (19 260km b, 1201.95dmph). Fasiesi cace
lap was recorded by Kinnunen at 223277 (197 204km/'h, 122.53Tmph).

Twenty-mine cars classificd as Gnishers.,

QUADRUPLE PORSCHE TRIUMPH
At Brands Hatch, in the third race of the Championship, Porsche restoned
thiz old balance of poswer, O Apnl 12, 1970, three 9175 survived a thows and
rainy kilometers 1o make up an all-Porsche podiem: Pedro Bodriguez Teo
Emnunen ahead of Vie Elford Dems Hulme and Hans Herrmann Richard
Adtwood, followed by the  Porsche 90802 of the Finnish Antii-Armio
Wihur team with Hans Laine and Gijs van Lennep. Amon Merzano drove
their Ferrari 5125 10 ifth, and ancther Porsche 0802 {entered by Hans-
Dheter Dechent and drven by Gerhard Roch/Crérard Larmonsse) took sixth.
Afver 179 laps, the 90802 of de Cadenet'Omar del Bie dropped ot with
[FEnSIMISSI0N Wies.

After 6h 45m 28965 of racing, he average speed of e winning
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crew (Rodrguez Kinounen) was 148.2659km/h (92, [30mph). Fastest lap?
There was no Fastest lap, as there was no official timing of individwal Taps.
Fastest practice me was recorded by Ferran pilol Chis Amon in 1:28.6
(173.28km/h, 107.6753mph). Thirty-Tour cars starmed; 21 were elassified
as lnishers.

Many wvears later, Porsche racing director Rico Steincmann well
recalled the “waler light' al Brands Hatch, and how the comer marshals
waved 1o winner Pedro Rodrigeez on the cool-down Tap,

Steinemann was also on hand as the BOAC president prepared 1o
award the rophy. He observed clerk of the course Mick Svrett reach for his
whiskey flask, tnke a swig, and remark: Tt was a jollv good race, wasn'i
in?

o amm——

A T ——

The fing of Coal: Hollywood star Steve Mofusen not enly plaved race dover
an the Hig screen, he was ane @ real life, Before the possionate romng fan
flred the definitive racing epie Le Mans, MoSoesn fobove dght ared befow)
texrmied with Pefer Revson ko dive his f08 Flounder to sscond ploces ol
Sepring. Here, Moolisen folks wilh Jo Siffert (deft, in sl and Parscelys Faeng
diregior Rice Sieinsmann,

i Il

TEST RUNS FOR THE FIVE-LITER

Aprl 12, 197k Test day for the 24 Flours of Le Mans. The tradetional 1est
drives for the most important World Championship ace of the vear were
dampencd by main and the fact that the same weekend hosted the third
champonslap race al Brands Hatclh Porsche brought just two cars: a 917
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Iy me o nver; The Marting team sent Dean, Koch and Larroisse

Civdarful charocler: Red and yeliow cre (he colors of e sponsor whose

steer the long-




A 917 dawn your neck: This Hme, Heng Laine and Gijg v
Lennep share duties in the AAW 917 shori-tail (no 123, as the
fong-tail Flounders fry mightily fo siay ahead. Along with
the long-fail (no 50), Hans-Dister Dechent also sent a short-
teti] Flaunder inte the fray. Driving ne 44, the learn boss and
hils co-driver, Koch, dropped cut with elecirical problems,
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losaz-taal, wth wiueh Kurt Alrens had bad an acodent just o week earlier,
and a short-tail. This last was driven by Brian Redman, who, like Ferrari
driver Ickx, had been flown in from Brands Haich by chartered airerafl.
Redman set fastest practice fime af 2:33.5, But on a wet irack, Redman
couldnt touch Elford’s track record of 3:27.2,

[ekx rested new body shapes on the Femarn 5125, including a long-
Lail, bt was held up by brake and tire problems. Wind and ruin showers
prevented bemer tmes later when [pnazio Giont and Peter Scheiy ook
over the car. Third fastest was the Alfa Romeo 333 driven by Teodoro
FeceolyMamm Gall, which Aeceali drove o a tme of 3365, Josd
Juneadella in a 908 managed 3:58.6 for fifth place; Porsche shop foreman
Herbert Linge dad < 148 o 0802 For manth place. Steve SMoQuoeen was
on hand as well, but, af ihe Last moment, his Glm production company’™s
insurance carmier [orhade him rom aking part i the prachce session.

MONZA; NO CHANCE FOR THE 2085

Apail 25, 1970 Fowrth race in the Championship. After Ferran's success at
Sebring and Porsche's revenge at Brands Hatch, Ferran sowght o lake its
hometown advantage in the Autodromo pear Milano.

The 217 first tan in five-liter form al Moned, giving Jo Sitfert/Brian
Redman the fastest practice me of 12521 (242.929k0m/ 7 150,945 nph)
ahead of the Amon Mersario Ferran 5125 at 122578, A seeond five-liter
917 was doven by YVie BElford Kourt Abrens 1o 1: 23582 (or third spot om the
grid, The first nine places on the grid were reserved For Porsche 917 and
Ferrar 531255,

Wil sueh a starting line-wp, a hard-fought batile was 10 be expecied for
the 1000km race, and, at the end, Porsche again riomphed on the histone
Tialiom track with & victory by the Mexican Timish doving team of Pedro
Roddriguey Teo Kinnunen. But Porsche’s victory margin had never been
as slim as at this mee, for Feran's forces — consisting of ve examples
of the Type 5125 — made a stromg showing m Monra and fimished second
amaeis oot Nine Vaccarella' Ches Aanon), third (Jobn Surtees Peter
Schetey), Towrth (Chris Aoson/Arure Merzario), cighth (Mike Parkes
Herbert Miller), and anth (Comado Manfredimy/ Gaanpuers Morein). The
two Matra-Simea 6505 of Beltoise Brabham and Pescarolo/ Servoe-Gavin
Lok [k and sixih; the Alla Bomeo of CGalliStommelen bled oul seventh
place,

Tenth, eleventh and twelfth places were taken by a trio of 917s driven
by the crews of MNenhans Kelleners, Laine/van Lemep and Siffert Redman,
The highest inishing 90802, that of the Dechent team driven by Larronsse
Lins, oolv managed Fourieenth; the team’s second 90802 {Koch/Thechent)
dropped ot with electrical problems alter 35 laps,

Vie Elford set a oew absolute lap record, clocked ar 1:24.8
(244 103km W 15 1L 679mph), but he and his co-pilof, kurt Ahrens, were
dogeed by misforiune. The Porsche Salzburg-entered team wentl into the
lead on the eleventh lap, bt on Tap 92 Ahrens had a tire Dlow out in the
Curva Grande. Although the driver [rom Braunschweig masterfully caugli
the ear, e was wnable o drag it back o the pis, The winner™s average
speed was 232653 0km/'h (144.5362mph); Rodnguee linnunen teok 4h 1T8m
0175 o cover the necessary 174 laps

With 80 cars entered, competiion for gnd places was imlense, Filty-
o cars went through tech inspection, 40 qualified Cor the rmce, and

ultiomaie 1y 349 stared. The number ol starers was reduced becavse the race
wis i on fhe much shorter 5.73km (3,579 milep rowd cowrse, where, in
previonws vears, the event had wsed the longer combination of road course
andd high-speed oval (10,1 K6 276 miles)

Twentv-two cars were classilied as linishers.

SICILAN GRAND OPENING

Sy 3, 1970: The Targa Floro, Gfth mce to the Tntematonal Chamgpionship
of Makes. The 54th Targa was held on Sicily’s umiguely iwisty Little
Madome circwit, challenging dovers with around 700 fums. For the first
time, the race distance was sel at cleven instead of ten laps, Tn keeping with
Chamgnonshap For Makes rules, a race had (o cover al least 1000 Kilomelers
o Last al least six hours,

Hoad improvements and occasional new pavemenl had made the
Targa Florio faster, In addition, practice times of well below 40 minutes
by Porsche pilots Siffert (34 1000, 126.439%0m b TR.A606mph) and Elford
(34:37.3) indicated that, under good condinons, ten laps would ake less
than six hours o complete, so the race distance was increased by an exira
L, amoher 72 kiloometers.

Practice again took place on only @ single dav, so the dnvers
rarely manszed more than two laps. They were advised o sndenake
‘reconmaissance mms” jn the week before the race, in the midst of nomnal
road ralfic. Indeed, m those days, race drvers Oosged their so-called
‘muletios,” practice cars with roughly fhe siume power as the aciual
compelition cars and led with lemporary licence plates, al o more or less
breakneck pace throueh the already adveniurous traffic of southern Iialy
—which in no small way contributed to the mystigue around the Targa.

The Targa was also the perfect venee for the 91775 championship
pariner. Whereas the five-liter bruiser was hardly able too make it around
the tight comers becawse of all its muascle, the 90803 could casily wip
thromgh the most convoluted lanes, Porsche had developed this car jusi
Tor Sicly, The chassis was that of the Berospyder, and the pedals were
mcainted far forwarcd, so that the doiver's Feet stretehed ahead of the fronl
wheels. Because the car weighed less than 300 Kiloerames ( 11000b), Porsche
was mnder no pressure o invest more development in the threeliter, eight
evlinder engime: il now produced 360hp and that was enough.

The faverable power-to-weight catio was sufficient to allow the Wi8s
to distance themselves from the more powerlul competition from Ferran
and Alfa Bomeo, Porsche was, in effect, racing om iis adopied home rack,
After 6h 35m 30008 (1200 15 Tkm'B/74.05359mph), Jo Siffert’Boan Kedman
and their WIB03 came across the fioish line frst, followed by team-mates
Pedre Rodrn guez/ Teo Kinnunen, just 72 seconds back after 79, 9km (491 .4
miles) bt sull two manutes abead of the tard-placed Ferran 3125 af Xino
VaccarcllaTgnazio Giunti,

On the second o last lap, Vaccarella/Criunb Looked Like sirong
confenders For second place, it Kinnonen drove the final Lap like a man
possessed and carved more than Tour mimutes off their lead. He not only
secured a Porsche double win, ot also ser a new race lap record ar 33,36
(12857 lkm b/ TE9 lmph) — a mimute and a hall faster than Elford a year
earlier,

Fourth and ffth places wentl to two more W85 Van Lennep/Laine
(90802 ahend of the tird Jobn Wyer Team 90803 of Bjom Waldezmard
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Goad shewing: Alongside the daminating five-liter sports coars thers
arg always a few undaunied souls who soldier on in the smaller
cars. Al Spa, Hams-Dieter Dechent and Helmul Marks work thelr way
from fourieenth on the grid o sleventh overall, The second Martind
Fleunder eveh mandaged o Onlsh ninth.
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and Eichard Anwood. As af Mowea, the Dechent eam was dogzed by
misforimne at the Targa: on lap 9, Larronsse Lins dropped out with gearbox
prablems.

Porsche’s win at the 1970 Targa Florio marked an anniversary of soris;
the company s tenth win on the last e road course m the International
Championship for Makes series. Seventy-cight cars started, 49 were
classihicd as finishers.

SIFFERT AND REDMAN WIN AT SPA,

[ the sixth race 1o the Internatonal Champiogship for Makes calendar on
May 17, on the high-speed rack at Spa-Francorchamps, Porsche scewrcd
ils ilth win of the season. Por some me, the world's Tastest Grand Prx
course haddeawn eriticism from drivers for inadequaie safery arrangemenis,
and, tn 19659, this even resulled tn cancellaiion of the Formula 1 race; the
last F1 World Champiconship race on the old road conrse was held in 1970,
When asked about the “challenge of Spa,” one of Porsche’s top drivers
laconically comamented that “The many full-theedtle or near-Tull-throtile
corners do demand a great deal of cowrage and doving skall. And a car with
outstanding handling,™
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Maturally, m Belgiume, the 9175 were oul m fronl agam. And of
course their domination hegan in practice: Pedro Rodriguer, again with
the “Flying Finn,' Leo Kimnunen, as co-pilod, did a sensational lap i
198 (254054 W/ 157 8a2mph). Duning the race, the Mexican driver
improved on this with an absolutely imcredible 3:16.5 — at an average
speed of 2538 321km/'h ( 100L514mph) — beating the previons lap record
set by a Grand Prix car by more than 153km/'h (Shmphd. Technical defects,
thiotgh, forced the Mexcan Finmish duo out ol the race. Jo Silfern Boan
Hedman (Porsche 917 won alter 4h 0%m 47,85 with an average specd of
240 460k h (14941 53mph) abead of the Ferran 3125 of Jacky Iekx/John
Surtces, who passed the checkered flag about two and a hall minutes after
the Porsche.

Although the pair s6ll had a mathematical chance an the Championship,
this ellectively put an end 1o Ferran's Championship lor Makes ntle
aapirations for the vear, Ceood placings were achieved by the two 908025
of Huans-Iheter Dechent: Larrousse’Lins Gnished minth, Dechent/ Marko
came in eleventh, The German Cresipa teanm had more than its share of bad
luck: Jirgen Meuhaus and Helmut Kelleners had gualified therr 917K in
fourth with the sensational time of 3:29.7, butl dropped out on lap 54 alter
a collision with a (371 car.

35 cars were placed on the gnd, 23 were classilied as finishers.

DOUBLE WiIN IN THE EIFEL

Axin the vear belore, at the 1oih Tnternational 1000 Kilometer Race on MMay
31 on the Nirburgring's Morth Cireuil, Porsche secured the Inlernational
Championship Ffor Makes Gile Cor spogis cars and protoivpes, The Gile win
in the Bel caome relatively easily, as neither Ferran nor Alfa Komeo had
i chiamee against the good handling and easy doveabilioy of the 90803,
Azain, on the tortuous "Hing, these cars achieved for Porsche what the
U175 could not aceomplish by brute Toree: the 9085 were not only Tasi and
relatively casy to drive, bul, thanks to g2ood tuel cconomy, their drivers had
o pd less olien for Tuel.

Porsche’™s forces achicved a convineing double vietory, brought
home by Kurt Abrens Ve Elford and Hans HerrmannHichard Avwood.
The following places were faken up by Jobn SureesNino Vaccarclla
antd Herbert Miiller Mike Parkes {hoth teams driving Ferran 51258). Filth
through ninth places went to the Porsche armada: Larrousse Slarko (90802
ahead of Lins' Kauhsen (31802, von Wendt leoch (SHB/02), Greger Leule
(OR02), and Wicky/ Cabral (907, The 908/02 entered by Jirgen Nevhaus
of Wuppertal {driven by KellenersBasche MNeuhans) dropped out on lap 38
wilh 2 techmical Gauli. Long belone that, thoweh, the favored Wyer-eniened
DOR035 had to pack it in, Rodnguee Kinnunen dropping owt omlap 11, and
feam-males Sillert/Bedman on lap 22,

The winning car of Ahrens'Elford (entered by Porsche Salzburg)
needed Gh 05m 218 o complete the 44 laps, Tor an average speed of
165, 5km'h (102 Bmph), Jo Siffert set fastest time in practice at 7,433
(177 430km h'110.254mph); lastest mee lap wenl 1o Pedro Rodnguer i
TiA04 (174758 T 108, 390mph), well woder the magical eighi-mimiie
barrier. Fifty-four cars started the race, 34 were classilied as linishers,

MAKING MOWIES, AND A LE MANS TRIUMPH

With the 917 that season’s dominant car, Porsche fimallv achieved overall
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A tfragic accident

During the final practice session for the 16th
International ADAC 1000 Kilometer Race on ths
Nurburgring, 24-yecr-old Finnish driver Hans
Laine was killed In the ‘Antoniusbuche’ section.
His Porsche Q08 /02, entered by the Antii-Arnio
Wihun regm, became auborne on the long
straght, probably due 1o a defective front spoilear.,
The cor flipped several times and n_mr.u;-:ﬂ on its
back. Laine tried unsuccessfully to right the car
himself, calling course marshals to help, though
they oo were unsuccessiul. A drodt fanned o fire
that probably originated from [riction cousaed
by the car sliding.; the flames f*}-:p,'u:x_m:x and
rescuers were unable to save the Finn from the
ire, despite Immediate use .;f extinguishers.
D.‘.‘rur crivers who stopped were likewlse Unable

fl 1 -
to help.

vactory al the 24 Howurs of Le Mans on June 13-14, 1970, Bachard A oomd
Hans Hermann won the race in their red Salzbarg-cnicred Porsche 917,
which, due o its white sinpes, was nicknamed the “potato beetle.” Second
place wend to the 917 long-tail ‘Hippiemobile” fielded by Hans-Dieter
echent’s Marlini team. Once again, a 908 crew climbed onto the podinm
a5 the Dechemi-entered Porsclhe 90802 deiven by Rudi Lins Tlelmut Marke
came in third, A Ferrar 5128 driven by Sam Posey Honnie Bucknum, and
another piloted by Hughes de Fredant Alistair Walker, ook fourtl and
fifth.

Alse taking part o the race was Steve MoQueen's 908 Flounder,
owned by his lilm company, Solar Productions. Herbert Linge amd
Jonathan Williams ok wms belund the wheel. The car was Tied with
cameras (o shoo footage for the racing movie Le Mans, which was backed
by MeChueen, a Hollywood actor with a burning passion for anyihing fasl.
Drespite repeated pit stops o change film, which cavsed Linge amd his
co-pilot 1o come in more frequently than any other team, at the end of the
race (heirs was the eighth car 1o see the checkered Oag, Aler 24 hours,
Herrmann! Attwood had covered a distance of SG607 8 10km (2563, 1G6E
miles) at an average speed of 191,992k (119, 2%hnph).

confimied page 115
Appearamoss are decepdve: Alta and Farran appear o ba out in frand, bat ot
the end. the wirccompect 208,035 iumph on the Nidrburgring




Undey pracelrs: Bassiies
at some pount thedr sigh-
cylinncer kst ofl prassiie,
FPadro Bodngues (above)

crnel Lesss Kinnunen hoad o

ratira.

The Larrousse Morko Floundsr
freacicls foF [ha pils, The pedr
evenhaoily fnish Afth overall
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Formal or cgsual: Dressed for business and mainimning proper Jopearonoes,




et cn the st Understondalzly, i 1970, the sight-cyiindsr
cears cdars T eresl Mae fevrdifgy rolas o e Sarfhe; incteod, [he
main players are tha 8175, with which Porsche finglly wins

its bang-sough! overall viclory ol Le Mans

... evan aB the Martind feam sl holds aioft the 908 Sog, and
Efeve MoQueen fims the definilive homage o the endurance
rarcing soene of the ot 1960s and aarly 19704 .,



.y fiting camsras doa 908 Flounder. Degpile frequenit stops for flm changes, Herbart Linge and Jonathan Willams dove fwe 808 to sighth ploce owerall.
And then they fell e Best irn on the culling reorm Soce.” recgils Linge

It should be poted that thus Le Mans weekend was marked by
especially bad weather, Kurt Ahrens (Porsche 217 LI set fasiest praclice
timme al 32198 (242 685km b 1530 758mph), and Dastest race lap was seit by
Wie Elford (also 917 LIT  in 321,05 (241, 170km /B 149 86tmph}. Dechent
entered a second ME02 for Dicter Spoerrv/Andre de Cortanze Fuadi
Lins, but was unable o start the race due (o an accident in practice. The
Juncadelle Fermande s "HE02 was also ahsent at the start.

Fifty cars stared the round-the-clock classic: only seven were
classificd as inishers.

BAD LUCK FOR THE PRIVATEERS

‘The ninth race in the Championship ok place on July 12, 1970, 0t Walkins

Cilen, Mew York. The course is among those [ast tracks that allow avernge
speeds in the vicinity of 200Km b (120mph},

[t was, however, also the shonest course o host o championship race
for sports cars and protoivpes, al just under 4km (2.3 miles), and (yvpical
lap times were in the order of 1:03 0 1:07 —no casy fask for ihe bming and
SCOTNE Crew Im a six-hour race,

YW the Glen, Porsche secuared 1ts cighth overall viciory out of the
pine races in the season so far Alter 308 laps, the fnshing order was
Pedro Rodriguez Teo Kinnupen ahead of Jo Siffert/Brian Redman (hoth
crews drvine Porsche 917RKs). Third place went o Mario Andretn/ T gnaeio
Crivmti (Ferran 3125), founh o the 917 of Vie Elford Denny Hulme, ahicad
ol another Ferrari, the 3125 of Jacky lekx/Peler Schetry. Sixth place was
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5till good enough for the podium : Herrmamn AAttwood bring the red Salzbung 217 shart-teil to first

place, Hans-Dieher Dechent's Marfind Team fnishes second and thind, with Kouhsen and Lamousse in
the manvelous Martind Team Hipplemabile' 917 lomg-hail, fellowed by Rudi Lins Helmut Marke in the
lang-tail Flounder in a glorious third ploce.

Below: Leng and dirty: Against a host of
five-litar opponents, the Marting Jong. fail
managed fo clamber its way to third in the
prestigicus Watidns Glen Six Hours,
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oored, fourdty, sxih and ninidh, The Morting feam

nizh.

A clreus. In the
Cim-Am event on twe Sundoy after Safurday's Six Hours, Lorrousse will manage fenth place in the proven Mortind Flounder, Here, Oscar Kovalaski's

Altawasrld Melaraen MEB (ha 54) sharas o withy the Varm Larres A Larroliess | G o Whpar-E0il 17K,
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Leudey Alr: Lang bofare e waon the Farmnla 1 Warld Champlanship
and ook {o the sides With his own airline, Niki Laudao drove {he
§08 Spydér. On Oclober 11, Latude and Peler fnished dixth in o 908
entered by Bosch Vienra.

Dues-paying $08: The crew of fhis $08,/02 Spyder, Reinhold Joest /
Eerold Pankl, inished 8fth in Ausiria. Later, Reinheld Joest would
operate the longest-ninning 08 racing team, His furbocharged
sx-cylinder 08 walld remaln compeditive info the lote 19505
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Moforsports journalist Helmul Zwick! analyzed
the situction ot the end of the season: "Porsche
celebroted o Pyrrhic viclory with Siffert /Redman
in the lost race of this vears Infernctioncl
Chomplonship for Makes of the 1000km event
on the Osterreich-Ring. Based only on lap times,
the 9175 of the John Wyer tecam and Porsche
Salzburg should not have been able fo win

1 the sale Ferraml 5125 of Jekx AGiunil, Buil
cfter 47 laps, the Ferrari, 13 seconds in the lead,
codsted o o stop ... The Marting Roacing Team,
with Larrousse /Lins and Joest/Fankl, once again
sow bofhy of jis Y085 finish, By way of Porsche
Salzburg K&, Porsche Stultgart has left open a
door to direct motorsports compefition, o door
that wos orginally conceived gs an emergency
exit, in the event thal the marriage with John
Wyer mught have problems. For the Targa
Florio, especially at the Nurburgring and ot Le
Mans, the Zuffenhousen works made good use
of this backdoor, Withou! this emergency exil,
FPorsche would cerfainly not have won Le Mans.
The works itsell wanted to expenment with the
new Q0803 Spyder. and because this project
demanded o great deal of defod] development
work (which Porsche I noalurally keeping to
itself), one did not want fo enfrust this weapon o
other hands. The monricage with Wyer goes into
its second, contractually agreed upon yveor. This
union did not come necrly as chaaply o Porsche
azs had been expectaed: John Wyer, spoiled by an
ecalier matrimony with Ford, drew on unlimited
resources yel grumbied that the foctory was
competing with him undesr the fag of Salzburg.
S50 for 1971, the Salzburg emergency exil was
blocked off: Wyer alone cost enough money, and
it is rumored that the Briton actually demonded
am end fo omy further Porsche Saizburg efforts,
Beyond that, Porsche 5 fully occupied with o
major development confrgct from VW, and
would like fo cut back on racing activities even
further.”

taken by Richard Atwood Run Ahrens (Porsche 9171 The S08'02 of

the Dechent team finished sevenih, driven by Marko/ TLins, British driver
Tomy Dean and his co-pilot Peter Revson had bad luck with their W8G2,

"Porsche hos done It again! Forsche repeats as
World Champion!” cheered auto motor und sport,
andd continued In that tone: “Just as inn [90%. the
Stuttgart-based racing and sporls car maker
secured the World Chompion title. Added to this
wos thelr frst overall victory in the world's most
presticrious long-distance race, the 24 Hours of
Le Maons. The effort was not fnvial: o feam of
highly gualiied engineers developed the fwo
sports racer models, the 908703 ond the #17.
Development costs wers higher than evear baefore
— there was talk of five million Deulschmarks,
For the first time, Porsche's racers did not operate
s o works tecon: British pif professioncd John
Wyer and Porsche Salzburg, o fomiy-owned
racing subsidicry. shared the exciting business
of rocing management. The road fo the Waorld
Chomplonship tifle was nof without effort, as
mcin competitor Farrarl, supported by Flat, had
prepared well. Their red five-lifer 5125 proved to

be formidable opponents In neariy every race.”

suffering engine Giilure on lap 3, Jo SifTert drove the fastest practice lap in
1:06.3 (200.986km b 12488 7mph); [astest race lap was posted by Pedro
Rodriguez in 12049 (20532 1kin'h'127.58mph). The vietorious Wyer-
Ciull crew covered a distamce of 1140.037km (708400 miles). Twenty-six
cars started, 20 were classed as finishers.

SPYDERS STILL MIXING IT UP AT THE FRONT
Jo iffert also won the 1970 Grand Prix of Ausmmia. On October 11, the
Swiss Gramd Prix pilot and his Brtsh team-mate, Brian Redman, won the
Last race of that vear's Championship in a John Wyer-Guolf Porsche 91 7R
O the 53.9km (3.7 maile} circuil near Zeliweg in Styna, since renamed the
Jochen Rimdt Ring,” Siffert and Redman covered the 1000Km in 5h 08m
04675 (195.704km b/ 121 .06405mph). Second through fourth places were
taken by the Alfa Romeo 333 of Andrea de AdamichTlenn Pescarolo,
the Porsche 90802 of Ceérard Larrousse Rudi Lins (Team Dechent), and
another 917, that of Vie Elford Richard Atwood. Reinbold Joest Gerold
Pankl and Miki Landa Peter Peter (hoth crews in Porsche 908/024) finished
fifth and sixth. Fastest practice time was sel by Pedro Rodrigues (Porsche
GITEY in LA0A8 (211, 779%m/h' 131, 3% mph}, fastest race lap went fo
Jacky lekx (Ferran 31287 in 140000 {212,790k b 132, 226mph).

Im the Tast International Championship for Makes race of 1970, 31
cars staried, 19 were classified as lnishers.

el

119



120

ANALYSIS: 1970 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Adter the 1970 season. Eichard von Frankenberg, racing dover, molorsports
Joumalist and book awthor, wrote; *For Porsehe, winning this vear’s World
Championship for Makes makes this title, at the very least from a prestige
standpoint, appear even more significant than in 1969, Out of a total of fen
races, Porsche lost only one: at the Sebning 12 Hours, they only managed
secomd place. This is not o say that the major sports car races have
become a bornng Porsche procession; quile the contrary. There were hard-
Tougli baniles everywhere, and especially Ferrari, with the aid of world-
class dnvers such as Ickx, Hegarzoni and Chunti, often was just barely
beaten, In some races, o Ferran led the Porschies Tor a time. In terms of
engincening, Porsche expended great effort to achicve its goal of winning
the Championship for Makes, and s victory in 1970 may be attribuoied
e an incomparable level of engincering and design-hascd planning and
preparation. In the end, it was not just speed and handling, but an equal
measure of reliability that ensured the cars” suceess,”
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D Ferry Porsche on winming the 1970 Championship for Makes: “We
race, lirst becanse il is a tradition in owr house, going back (o my father’s
tme; he hmsell drove 1 oroees. And second, becanse 1 (eel that we can
gather a great deal of experience in racing, and ihat engineers and their
creations are spurred on by racing.”™

PRESS NOTICES, DECEMBER 1970

London: “Tn Lomdon's Britanoia Hotel, Gulf Oil Corporaton honored the
Jobhn Wryer Gulf team. New drivers Derek Bell and Jackic Oliver were
presented; they would replace Jo Silfert and Pedro Rodrgues for the 1971
racing season, Gull was especially prowd of the Fact that the John Wyer
CGull Racing Team's viclories were achieved with absolutely standard
production fuel and oil”

Had kKrewernach: “Like the Cull stable, Tor 1971 the Martim & Ross
Eacing Team wanis (o ren the Porsche 917, Theee fve-liter 9175 were
taken over from the dissolved Porsche Salzburg operation. Hans-Dheter
Dechent, boss of the Martind & Rossi stable, engaged Kot Abrens, Vic
Elford, Gérard Larrousse, Budi Lins, Dr Helmut Marko and CGijs van
Lennep 1o handle the driving chores.”



1971;
Second season
for the dream

team

After winning in 1969 and 1970, Porsche again captured

the International Championship for Makes in 1971 The

Zuffenhausen works secured its third consecutive titdle

ahead of Alfa Romeo and Ferrari. Again, winning the

championship came through the efforts of the g1 7 and the
Winged viclory: Again. the race for the Championship of Makes tifle was specialist for tight circuits, the 9o8/o3

decidad at the Narburgning. Redngues and Oliver dive the folinned no |
to seoond place. while Elford ALammousse steer ne I o a win {(overlea),
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TRAGEDY IN BUENOS AJRES
The 1971 season had an inavspicions start, In the Grsi race thal copnied
loward the Champonship, the Buenos Aares 1000 Kilometers on Januwary

10, Tialian Ferrari pilof [enazio Giont was Killed ina iragic aceident, Jean-
Pierre Beltoise had mn out of fuel on the course, and was atlempting 1o
push his Matra-Sunca 660 o the pits, As Beltoise pushed lis car across

the track just shorl of the start-limsh line, Giunt, whose view had been
blocked by Mike Parkes” Ferrari 5128 just ahead of him, crashed into the
Matra. Ciiuni succumbed 1o fatal imunes.

et this serions accident, the John Wyer Gull Porsche 917 double
victory of Jo Siffert/Derck Bell amd Pedro Rodriguez Tackie (iver ahcad
of the two Alfa Bomeo 3335 of Roll Stommelen™anmm Galli and Andrea
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de Adamich’'Henri Pescarolo is purely of statistical interest. Both of
Flans-Ddieter Dechent’s MMartini Team @08/02s dropped ot with engine
problems: Marko/'van Lennep on lap 2, Copello Weigel after 34 laps. The
winning feam's average speed was 186.220km'h (1157 12mph) ., SifTen
Hell necded 3h 23m 23,5945 o cover 163 laps. Fastest practice lap was sel
by Pedro Rodoiguez im 132,70 (195 547kin/ Ty 121, 308mph) . Fastest race

lap was credited to Jo Silfert in 1S1LA3 (197 53098km b 1 22.782mphd. OF

22 starters, 12 coars were classified as himshers.

A LUCKY PORSCHE-WYER WIN

O Jamwary 30 amd 31 at the 24 Howrs of Dayiona in Florida, after a banle
of atintion, winners of the second Championship race of the scason wene
Fedre Rodriguez and Tackie Oliver, A the beginning of the season, Ferrari
concentrated on s new three-lier car; the l'.'wtc:r:.' no longer entered the
S125 in races. As a resull, in Daviona, Maranello's costomer teams had o
stmuggle agamst the Wyer-Gull Porsches. One of these privalely-entered
Ferrari= had been meticulowsly prepared by Bozer Penske: in practice,

driven by Mark Donobhue and David Hobbs, an proved even Faster than the
five-liter Porsches, However, it was beld back by numerous pif stops, to the
extent that, after 68 laps, a Gull %17 brought home the maximum points,
this time driven by Pedro Bodriguez Jackie Cliver, The Stattzar cars wene
well on their way 1o a successful title defense. Second and third places
weil 1o MMaranelle: REonnie Bockoum Tony Adamowice (3125) finished
ahead of Mark Donobhue/ Tavid Hobbs (512M0). Rodrigues/Chiver drove
1o an average speed of 174 725kmeh (108, 509mph). Fastest race lap was
set bw Ferrari pilod Mark Donohue in 241,25 (2158.01 2km'h, 135.467mph)
—a new lap record. Previously, Donohue had been astest i pracice with
12,42 (215522km T 133.919mphd, OF 48 stanters, 22 were classified as
[inishers.

MARTINI & ROSSI CUSTOMER SUPPORT AT SEBRING

The third race in the International Champicnship for hMakes took place
on the abandoned military airfield oulside Sebring, Flonda, an 8.30km
(5,20 mile) eircwit. Omn March 20, a Porsche 917 again won. This time,
G0Hs were nol present; the works Q0E03 was intended only tor the 'i!ing
and Tarega, Both Jobn Wyer Gulf 9175 were unable o fieure decisively in
the race, because leader To Siffen dropped ot with mechanical problems
and Pedro Bodrigeer was involved in a collision with Donoboe's Penske
Ferrari, The Martini & Rossi Team arrived in Schning with just one car,
a 217K, but one was all it needed: aller twelve howrs, drivers YVie Elfond
and his French team-mate, Critrard Larrousse, were the clear winners ahead
of numerically supenor opposition from Wyer-Porsche, Ferrari and Alfa
Romeo, In their drive 1o victery, Elford Lamrowsse cireulated 200 limes,
improving on the 1970 distance record of 248 laps. Roll Stommelen/Nanni
Callin placed their Alfa Bomeo Tipo 333 in second, ahead of team-mates
Andrea de AdamichHenn Pescarola. This boosted Al Homeo 1o second
in Championship points, ahead of Ferran.,

The average specd of the winning team of YVic Eond/Crérard Lamrousse
was IB1.052km'l (112 301 mph); fastest race lap went o Jo Silfert in his
Porsche 207 in 2:30046 (200,232km/1 1 24 419mph). Siffent/Bell finished
Ofth behind Rodngues Oliver (Porsche 917} Fastest practice lap was sel
by Mark Tronohue (Ferrari 3125000 in 23165 (19806 1km/T 123, 443mph).
O 57 starters, 24 were classified as nishers.

ALFA ROMED AHEAD OF FERRARI AND PORSCHE

O Apnl 4, 1971, the 4. 260km (2.647 mile) Brands Hatch course hosted the
BOAC 1000 Kilometers, the fourth race in the [nternational Championshp
of Makes calendar. On that day, the tradition-steeped Ttalian Alfa Romeo
feam  finally achieved s first-ever viclory o the Wodd Sportscar
Championship sinee the series was created in 1953, Alfa’s good showing
al Sebring and carlier outstanding placings served nohce that, sooner or
later, it would be a winner, and now was the fime: Andrea de Adamich and
Henn Pescarolo piloted the winning Milanese works car, a V8-powered
333, o victory, followed by Clay Regazzoni/Teky Iekz (Perrari 3121
and Jo Silfert/Derck Bell (Porsche 9171 Fourth, fifth, and sixth were
Terbert MiillerBené Herzpog, David Tobbs Tos¢ Juncadella (both in
Ferrart 312505), and the Porsche 917K of Reinhold JoestWillh Kauhscen.
The 90202 entered by Aachen-biased Wilhh Kauhsen was drven by Hans-
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A Flounder at Brands Hoilch: Spoamy /Weiga! drve thedr Team Usdou car o tenth ploce. Approaching from bshing ot the rght iz Pedro Rodrigusez (e 1)
whose 91 7 will everniually drop oul with sl feed froubbkes, On e fell, no 25 15 g Ford-povered Chevran Bla ranidng In e fweo-liler sporrs car class

Dicter Weigel/Dicter Spoerry and placed tenth. The winners needed Gh
24m 3225 1o cover the 1002 2km (6227 miles); their average speed was
153547 2km'h (% 600mph). Fastest practice lap was set by Clay Regareom
in 1274 205 TkmMh, 127 8mph). Fasest mee lap — again no fsies mce
lap hecause there was no of ficial twmng dunng the race. Twenty-Tour cars
started the race, 16 were classified as Anishers,

CHASING THE RECORD IN LE MANS PRACTICE

April 18, 1971, practice day for ihe Le Mans 24 Toars, saw a veritable recornd
chase. Alter To Silfert posted a time of 3:17.0 (236.134km/'h' 1 46. 72Tmph),
Jackie Oliver went out ina 217 long-tail and beat the unofficial irack recond
with a time of 3:13.6 (2304537km'h 135.027mph). On the Hunaodieres
stradzhi, Oliver was clocked al 380km'h (236mpdi). Jo Siffert and Derek
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BP hippie. At Spa, Boallot-Leng and Chassewi] brought thedr 908 /02 Flounder home in 8th place after gualiting in 13th. Porsche chied stylist Ancicle Lopine's
simubar graphic design for the Le Mans ¢17 long-tall Hippiemobdle' was very popular with the fans

Bell in thewr 917 Ks came moal 3183 and 3194 respecovely. David
Hobbs, in a Ferrari 512M, was only marginally slower, recording 3: 19,5,
Two 908 driven by Chassenil and Wicky also took part.

JOHN WYER'S GREYHOUNDS
The fifth race on the calendar, ihe 1000km di Monza on Apnl 25, provided
a foretasie of how the 1971 Championship would pan ont.

This time, the *grevhounds of Monga® (2 name ooined by Dicler
[2¢hrberg in the Cierman joumal spart awde) are the two John Wyer Gulf
175 diven by Pedro Bodeiguez Tackie Oliver and Jo Silfert/ Derek Bell,

Adfer the first lap, three Porsche 9175 — John Wyer's cars with SiffervBell
and Rodriguez Oliver, followed by the Martini Team’s Elford Larronsse
— led the leld. On lap 12 just belore the Ascan Curve, the two Ferrans of
Ickx Begazeoni and Merzano/ JTuncadella, and the 908 of Weigel/ Spoemy,
tangled i an accident. The two Wyer 9175 built up their lead from lap o
lap. Rodriguer Oliver chalked wp the win; second place on ihe podinm
went o Siffert/Bell, three laps in arrears. In a visual demonsiration of a
well-earned doulle victory, the two cars crossed the finish line wogether,
Cm the ultra-Tast track near Milan, Alfa gave a good account of itself:
three Alfa 3335 Gilled third, fourth, and Gfth places (Andrea de Adamich
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Lok of e cords: In Sialy, Poreche's Tame rack” I ever ihare wias one, all P08 035 drop oul diee fo aocldents, Pedno Rodrigues drew (he aoe of shades,. o 4,

Roll StommelenToine Hezemans, Heremans ™Mino
Waccarella/Stoommeleny. Sixth placed was the Ferran 3128 of Herbert
Miiller/ Hendé Herrog, Swiss driver André Wicky, assisicd by his couniryman
Feter Matl and Ernesto Brambilla of Daly, drove Wicky's 90802 o tenth
pliace. The Brescia Corse Racing Team 90802 of Giacomo Moioli/ Ckdone
Sigala dropped out on lapT0witha failed Muel pump. The Kauhsen 908 driven
b Wiigel'Spoerry had 1o drop out on lap 2 affer an accident, Rodriguez

Oliver achieved an average speed of 235834km'h (146.541mph); their
total elapsed tme for the 174 laps was 4h 14m 32 65, Pedro Rodrgueez set
anew race lap record of 122400 (2406.429kmh 153, 1 24mph). ©F 29 cars at
the start, 15 were classed as Tnishers.

Henri  Pescarola,

RECORDS FOR ETERNITY

Spa-Francorchamps, May 9, 1971 An the begimmmng of the season, Spa
was onee again the topic of discussion which ultimately led o cancellation
of the Belman Formula 1 race. The stated reason: oo danserous, The
1000km race, however, remained in the calendar, and the sixih race of
the Championship on the Belgian high-speed track would tum inlo yel
another “home” game for the Zuffenhavsen team. The ulirafast course
through the forests of the Ardennes was tailor-made For Porsche’s five-liter
juggernams, Over the entive race distanee of T1 laps, Pedro RBodriguer
Jackie Oliver and Jo Siterterek Bell fought tooth and nail. Insiders and
expert observers, bowever, spoke unabashedly of wam orders, because no
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Cpposite: The writing on the wall! Brian Redmom do just abowet fo pass the spot
where samecne has painfed Viva Nine” acrass the rood, Vacoarella would
win in Sclly, but Porsche e ¥ wouldn't eea the checkared Sy,

later than the secomd hall of the race, word caine from John Wyer and
David Yorke: although considerably faster, Derek Bell was ondered o stay
belind Jackse Oliver, and so passed the faish hoe i second place, just half
a car length back.

Speeds at Spa were breathiakime: Jo Sulfert managed a lap m 3:14.6
(260.842km W 162.080mph), a new lap record; the winning crew of
Rodrigues Oliver ook 4h 01m 08.7s 0 complete the race al an average

speed of 249.069km b (1534 765mph). Derek Bell sel fastest practice time
in 3160 (258 980km/h 160,923mph), all records that would never he
broken. Twenty-seven cars started, 19 imshed.

Agiainat Spa-Francorchamps, Alfa Romeo underscored i5 consisiently
good form: e Adasmich/Pescarolo finished third. Reinhold JoestWilli
Kaubzen (Porsche 217 K) commpleted 66 laps Tor fourth place, ahead of ihe
G0 Spyvder of Claude Ballot-Tena/ oy Chassewl.

DISASTER IM SICILY

The Tarza Flomo tumed mio o disaster for Porsche. On what was elfectivels
the Zulfenhawsen works™ home track, not a single one of the 908035, the
perectly prepared favorites, fimished the race. Entered by John Wyer

Works effar: A mechands fakes shalter in o 808,/03 under a Mortind umbredla. His own sponsor lGull, and fogether they are the Porsche warks leom.
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19710, the eighth and deciding roce of the 1971 Imernational Championship
wis conducted on the legendary Morth Cireuit, Fiftyv-one enirants were
regisfered for the 17th International ADAC 1000 Killometer Race. Jacky
[ekx Clay Eegazeoni sel astest praciice Gime in their Ferran 312, wiith
T36.1 (180.237km'h/ 11 1.9 4mph). followed by the Alfa Romeo of Roll
Stoimelen™anni Galli (74515 and the Martini & Ross Porsche 908103
of Vie Eltord/Crerard Larrousse (7:40.9) [ekx led the carly stages of the
race o be replaced Grst by Stoammelen, then Elfoed. The lekx/ Begazeom
Ferrari 312F managed 1o regain the lead, but dropped oul on lap 21 of 44
due 0 engine problems. by which time, the Wyer 90803 of Bell/Siffert
had also dropped out.

[ewas Lelt w Eford Larrousse w secure another Porsche overall win,
the il at e * 1000 Kilometers on the "Ring.” After 5h 51m 4935 of
racing, the average speed of the winmng Aartim & Hossi Racing Team
Porsche was 171.34%m/D (106,47 2mph), Behind Elford Larrousse came
the two S8 1035 of Pedro Bodriguez Jo Siffert and Helmut MMarko Gijs van
Lennep, locking up the 1971 Championship tide for Porsche, Alfa Romeo
drivers Andrea de Adamich Henrl Pesearolo and Mino Vaccarella Toine

Before (he gocidenl: Fliord SLarrotisss (no 3) and Siffer] /Rodeiogueag (no 1) will
terles firet omd sscond plooss: Ball Sitsrt (no 20 will drop owt.

Heremans [lled out Tourth and Gfth places, ahead of the Porsche 217 of
Willi Kauhzen'BEeinhold Joest, Seventh place was taken by the 208 entered
by Claude Ballot-Lena, which he co-drove with fellow Frenchman Gy
Chassewil, Ernst Kraus and Dicier Basche drove their 90802 1o eighth
Mace. Weigel Spoerry and their Kanhsen-entered 90802 were dogeed by
bad luck, dropping out with technical problems on lap 30, Filiv-one cars
started, 25 were classified as nishers.

The "Ring once agzain showed that the Porsche 908 now Taced
formidable opposition. Alfa Romeo and Ferrari had made up their
horsepower deficit and, except for races on high-speed circuits, were viable
confenders For overall victery, Several fimes only fechnical defects ket
them from better resulls, as was the case on this Nirburgnog weekend. Ina
Ferrari 3121 Belgian Grand Prix pilot and Ferrari works driver Jacky Tekx
nol only made headlines with his sensational Tastest praciice lme, bul also

sel Fastest race lap ot 7408 (178 400K 0 10853 mph)

1THE SECOND LE MANS WIN

Onee again, Le Mans was a job for the 9175, and For the second year in i
o, a D17 shori-tail drove ooa comvineing win. Victory for either of (he
traditional Ttalian margques — Ferran or Alfa Romeo - was in any evenl
unbikelv for Ferran amd impossible for Alfa as neither of Porsche's rivals

confited page {38
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Flourndars on the ‘Bing: Bosche /Kraus finish (n eighth ploce ... ... while the Team Aute Usdou car of Sposrmy Welge! drops out.

To uice: Afls =g With Porsche, Guif adveriized the sparting qualiies of its fusl. Meanwhile, Marting fonied up an Skl




Mol @ chanes: Appearanoes notwitheranding, on the Nrburgring, the Allas fnished fouth and Bith, keondng the viciory podiam fo fhe three suniving
RO 035

Muore foundenng about: The #0802 of Bailod-Lena A Casssuil
CCOFTEs e Berdores of yel another fied brandg: Feey Grdsh

seventh .




5aki In the roce! Ballod-Lena AChoasssl (no 25) will drop cut a= g result of on aocident.

from Maranello or Milan had entered the French endurance classic held
on June 12-13. It remained for severnl privateer e rran leams — Penske,
Seuderia Filipinemi, and Eseuderia Montjuich — o carry the flag for
Adaranello, but they came 1o the 2<4-hour marathon with only an oulside
chance. Alla Romeos swere completely absent from the race.

The superiority of ihe Siuttzart cars was olwions from ihe onisel:
33 of the 4% starlers camied the emblem of the Zuffenhansen sporis car
factory: the event resembled a Porsche Cup race, The onldy question was,
which team would win? Three long-tarl 2175 were considered Tavoriies
o the 13, 469km (2363 mile) Sanhe circuit near the city of Le MMans in




western France. The Gull car dooven by Pedro Rodopuer sel a sensational
record practice fime of 3139 (230065900 ' 1535, 386mph). Thiee other
9175, m the finned short-tail conhguration, looked w G the Following
plices, Ultmately, though, all the prognoses proved wrong, The Marting
short-tail of Helmul Marko and Gips van Lennep made racing hisiory,
winning the most inporant event in the [nferoational Championship
For Makes, not only with the highest average speed scen o that time
(222 304km b 138, 1533 mpliy, but also setiing a new distance recond (396
laps, or 33333 13km, 3315210 miles).

Ciiven later changes 1o the cowrse, these records are likely 1o stand For
all time, Bven the fastest official lap at Le Mans is likely o remain Forever
unchallenged: Jo Siffert (Forsche 917 long-tol) recorded o me of 3:15.8
(243, %05km b 131, 550mph).

Ihe third car entered by the John Wyer leam, a Porsche 917 short-tal,
wasdriven by Richard Avtwood and Herbert Miller toa second place finish,
the following places taken by the two Ferran 512Ms of Sam Posey Tony
Adamoewice and Chris Cralt/David Weir, Bur the car of Willi Kauhsen
Heinhold Joest abitacted more interest than any other: their 91720 was
finted with an extremely low, 2.2 meter (87 inch) wide body, paimted pink
and marked with dofted lnes mdicating cuts of pork; the car was soon
dubbed “Big Bertha,” or “The Pink Pie.” Just past the hallway point of the
race, Beinhold Joest crashed the Piok Pig af Amage,

(her cars put out by accidents meluded the 908s of Wicky Colen-
Olivar and Ballodt-Lenn Chassenil. Forly-nine cars starled, 13 were
classilied as Inishiers.

PEDRO RODRIGUEZ' NEAR-SOLO DRIVE

O Jume 27, 1971, the tenth and penultimate mce in the Championship
calendar, the Austnan T Kilomicters at Zeltweg, went toa 917, Porsche
had fested an anb-lock braking syvsiem bui it was ool emploved doring
the race. BEven without braking assistance, Pedro Rodnguer and Richard
Anwond drove their John Wyer Gulf 917 1o vietory, On the Osterreichring,
Fedro Rodriguez added another shiming feat 0 a macing carcer rich with
excephional performances: of the 1700aps, he drove 157, made wp for a three-
lap deficit and, in the end, won the race after the leading Ferran of Jacky
[okx/ Clay Hegoeron was involved in an accident and retired. The Mexican
driver also logged the astest lap, al 1:3935 (214.090m/h 133,03 mpli),
After 5h (dm 26,15, the winner's average speed was 198.06km'h
(123 07mph), Fastesi practice lap al=o went to Rodriguer with a ume of
L3949 (213, 88Tkmvh, [32.903mph). Twenty-five cars starfed the race,
eleven were classified as finishers. Alln Bomeo hnished secomnd and third
(Wime Vaccarella Toine Hewemans ahead of Rolt Stommclen Manni Calli)
Lo take second place m the Championslup for 1971

PEDRC RODRIGUEZ KILLED ON THE NORISRING

Dwring the 200 mile race on Nuremberg's MNogisring on July 11, Pedro
Rodrigues sulfered o fatal accident. Originelly, he was scheduled (o drive
the new BREM-Chevrolet PI6T in the Interserie event, bt two days before
the race, the engme packed up during a dyvnamometer test. Swiss drever
Flerbert Miller tomed his Ferrari 5120 over 0 Rodo guez, On lap 12, the
Mexican dnver crashed and was killed: the canse of the accicdent has never
been Tully explaned.

A SPATE OF BREAKDOWNS AT WATKINS GLEN

O July 24, 1971, Watkinsg Glen bhosied the eleventh round of the
Champronship; the Watkins Glen Six Hours used the 3.907km (2 428 mile)
Cerankil P course in epstate MNew York The eerari 51268 prepared by
Foger Penske and driven by AMark Donohue and Doavid Hobbs set fasiest
practice lapin 1:07. 74 (207,606 koI L29034mpl). Incthe race, the favorned
teams had w deal with wechnical problems, dropped out due o accidents,
or were umable © break ioto leading posiitons at the end of the mace. Just
past the two hour mark, the Ferrari 3120 of Donobue Hobbs was in the
lead when it coasted o a stop with broken sieering. Herbert Miiller's
Ferran collided with & Porsche, The Wyer Coulf 9175 were held up by tire
problems, seized brake pods amd, later, a broken gas pedal.

When the fve-liter monsiers were finally in a position o make up
their deficit, it began (o ram. This greatly improved the odds of the three-
liter cars from Milan, and so the Porsches were beaten, After 279 laps
(E0053Em/677 328 miles), the Alfa of Ronnie Peterson and A ndren de
Adamich was first across (he Goish line, and the Porsche 917 of Jo Sifferi
Ceijs van Lennep bnished two laps down on the winners. Another 217,
driven by Derek Bell'Richard Atwood, fmished thicd, Tony Dean/Steve
Matchett/'Chuck Parsons man into bad luck: their 90802 dropped ot alter
Just 47 laps with o mechanical faolt. The average speed of (he winning
Alla crew was 181 488km'h (112,77 Imph}; fastest race lap went (o Derck
Bell (Porsche 9170 in 10829 (2053 90k I 127 98mph). Tweniv-six cars
started, ten were classified as inishers,

JO SIFFERT KILLED AT BRANDS HATCH

Only three and a hall months after FPedro Rodriguees' fatal accident, the
racing commumily suffered another loss when Jo Silfert was Killed. The
Swiss Formula | pilet and Porsche works dnver died in a crash duning the
“Eothmans World Championships Viciory Bace” on Ociober 24, 1971 on
the British Grand Pnx course al Brands Flagch. For unknown reasons, on
lap 15 in the secton konown as ‘Piloims Dreop” just belore Hawthorn Beod,
Siffert™s BEM suddenly vecred left well hefore the wsual braking paint,
smashed info an earth berm and canght Gre. Jo Salfert died an the burmimg
wreck, Whether a tire problem, transmission defect, or broken suspension
led to the accident conld never he determined 10 any degree of certainty.

The eleventh amd fAnal race in the Infernaticnal Championship for
Makes at Watking Glen marked the last appearance of the 4.5 and 5 liter
Porsche 917, Adier the end of the season, new regulations Tor 1972 reduced
the displacement limit (o three leers and vehicle mommum weight o G30kg
[ 14331h). Furthermore, there was no longer any distinction between sporis
cars and protoiypes, nor a requirement (o produce a minimum number of
vehicles for homadogation.

Iicter Stappert, commenting in Powerslide Magazine, wrote: “The
winding down of the 1971 Intermabional Champonship Tor Makes racing
season also marks the end of the five-liter spons car era - nota beng with
the viclory of a three-liter proiolyvpe. But that's nol hall’ as paradosical
as i0 first appears, for althovgh development of the five-liter cars ended
the moment new displacement limits were set For the rc:ming year, the
proponents of the three-liter cars Bave used this past season o pepare
tor the Twiure, Amd especially m the case of Alfa Homeo, one can sayv tut
thiey are well prepared indeed, The cars fielded by Auodelia have mow
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Before fhere wos g 207710, P08s mode fregquen! appedrances in Infersere reces, On Oelober 3 1071, Errnst Kranes drove his Flounder (o ninth plocs ot
Hockenheim.




achieved a level of development which one would not have believed at
the beginning of he seasom. [ appears that in Settimo Milanese, the era
of tinkering has ended; it in the past the Tipe 33s were simply fast, woday
they are even Taster, and have developed greater stamini. The renaissance
cxpericneed by Alfa Komeo in 1971 may, in any case, be regarded as one
of the most remarkable events of thas Makes Champonshap season. It s
likely that nome is more surprised by this development than Perrari, as
they had reganded the three-liter as their own personal monopoly and the
Milanese competition as no more than an annoving onisider, Bui at the
beginming of the season, no one could have anticipated the sining of bad
luck that doeged Maranello’s 3125, from ineident o incident, and from
one total write-olf 1o the next. The duel between the two Talian marques
should, in any case, be the (heme Tor pext vear's esdorance series: after
all, at the mement, Ferran and Alfa Romeo are the only firms to have al
their disposal fast, race-proven three-liter cars. With s inereased werzht
limits, the CS1 has cffcciively put an end to the S08/03, even ihongh the
Aullenhausen works have adeguately proven tar hghiwerzhl construciion
does nof pecessarily go hand-in-hand with broken spspensions and wheels
flying off the cars.”

CLOSING WITH AN OVERALL WIN

T endd the seasen, Persche celebrated vel another overall viciory in the
last European endurance race for sports cars and prototypes when Derck
Bell amd Crigs van Lennep won the 1T000Km race al Pacis-Montlhéry i a
John Wyer Porsche 917, Helomt Markoe and his German co-driver, Michel
Webser, had been fastest in qualifying and led the race in their 917 Spyder
helore dropping oul with engine problems, While Marko had o be satisficd
with a mew race lap record of 2:3003 (1ES. 1km 'l 116.9mph), Larmonsse and

Kinnunen, i another Porsche 217, moved up o secomd place, Only one
LUR Flounder contested the race, bt Max Cohen-Olivar and Andeé Wicky
also dropped owt with engine woes,
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Keaping the fomith: Beinhold Joast bought and caompaigned o P08 A3,
affer: with congddarabe success. A Wotkine Sken i 1972, he inished
fiftty

1972 to 1984:
The
neverending
story

Official works efforis with the eight-cvlinder boxer ended
after the go8/03's prand success on the Niirburgring.

But private teams soldiered on: into the 198o0s, go8/o2s
and Flounders, but, above all, a few go&/ozs, continued
to contest important races. After 1975, the cars’ 19605
engineering proved eminently compatible with the latest
turbocharging technology coming out of Zuffenhansen.
Tirelessly, the marathon machine simply continued fo run




d out with engine

1972 Championship. From this vear, only Group 5 sporis cars with engine
By LA decree, as of the 1972 season the Infermational Championship  displacement wp (o 3000cc and 0o minimem production, and Groep 4
For Makes was renamed the World Championship for Makes. The miles  Special Grand Touring cars with unlimited displacement would contend
elimmated five-liter Group 6 sports profoiyvpes from comiention m the  Tor the Championshap.
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Gult Blee, powered by Ehell: Bacouse he lived the colors, foest relmnsd the ald Whysr sty blus poindwerk. He fnished second ot Monea in 1972,

For various reasens, Porsche withdrew from endurance racing as a
works elfort. Mimmum weight for the three-liter prototypes was set al
6a0ke (143210 the 903, for example, would have needed anoiher 100k,
(220 of ballast to qualify. By contrast, a few minor modifications
allowed the previous season’s Alfa Bomeo 333 and Ferrard 312P 1o meel
the new CGroup 5 rules.

MNevertheless, the 908 s Tour-year success story had ool vel emded.
Time amd again, in many championship and endurance races and countless
sports car evenls Aullenhavsen’s marathon machine demonstrated it
exceMional qualities, often with owiright vietories or owstanding finishes.

On January 9, 1972, al the season-opening WWOkm race in Buenos
Adres, the Tavored Ttalian teams prevailed: Ferrari, with erews Pelerson/
Schenken and Regarzom/Hedman driving 312PBs, celebrated a decisive
doubde win abead of a pair of Alfa Bomeo 33/ 38 driven by Faceri!

Adamich and leam-mates Elford'Marko. The Spanish crew of
de Bagration achieved an excepional sixih place Gnish i a 90803,

O January 30, 1972, Daviena Intemmational Speedway hosted the
second Championship race of the season, the Six Hours of Daytona.
Acgaim, the finisling coder was Ferrarn abead of Alfa Eomeo, and this time,
Andretty Iekx beat team-mates PetersonSchenken and the Alla 33073 of
Elford Marke. Britsh dever Tony Dean and hus American co-palet, Bob
Brown, drove a ™E/02 but failed o finish. The 28903 centered by Juan
Femamdez and doven by Fernandez and Jorge de Bagranon also dreopped
o,

CUm March 25, 1972, in the Sebring 12 Hours, the third race Tor the
World Championship for Makes, Ferrari again assened its dominance.
Andretn/lckx fimshed ahead of Peterson/Schenken (both crews dnving

Cppasiie: Refurn fo the Eifel: Parscie had Bailt the 08 /03 specifically for the
Targa Florko and the Narburgnng, A year after the car's last race as a works
el Joes! cgain enterad o 908,03 af the Ring, whene he qualifed in i
bt dropped out of the race.










Cppasiée: Comeback. In a dozeing resurgence, the ald 1988 coups
reappeared of Le Moans four ¢ Vmbar drove
the car from the labe Jo Sifferts private collaction oo third placs
finsih

Inilerim years: The galden age of the fve-liter cars was over, and that of the turbos yet
to come, The Usdou Flounder driven by Krause, Wedgel and the Manijuich $08 /03 with
Baturone Fernandez Tormedemer appeared at Le Mans in 1972, but both refired.
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Clossicad Spyder: At the Hocksnhaim Interssrle raos an July [a, 1972, Albert Fiuhl drove his 208 /02 fo ninth place.

a 312PB). unchallenged by the Alla Romeo of YVaccarella Hexemans. In
three races, Ferran bad achieved the maximum possible tally of 60 points,
while its Milancse competition lay 24 punts i arrears.

The Towrth rowmd of the Championship for Makes ook place on April
16, 1972 at Brands Hatch. In the [O00Em race on the Botish Grand Pris
circuit, Ferran proved unbeatable. The finishing order was Tekx Andremn
ahead of the sceond 312PE with Peterson/Schenken, and the two Alla
Romeos 33TT3s doven by Revson/Stommelen and Elford/ de Adamich. The
QO0R02 entered by Oite Stuppacher of Austria and driven by Stuppacher!
Kurt Rieder managed (o lnish in ninth place. The Joest 90803, driven
by Joesi and Casoni, dropped oul on lap 110 of 235 with a broken engine
moumnl.

In the fifth Championship race on April 25, 1972 at Monza, Beinhold
Toest and CGierhard Schiiler once again demonstrated the legendary qualities
of the 908, Afer 1000 Kiloaneters, their 90803 ook second place belind
the winnming Ferrari 3 12PB of lekx/Regazeoni, relegating the second works
312PE of Petersoy Schenken o the third spot. The 90802 entered by
Stuppacher and co-driven with Helmut Marko was unable 1o start due 1o
engime problems.

Al Spa-Francorchamps, the sixth rownd of the Championship for
Makes on May 7, 1972 saw the Joest Team hounded by bad luck. Aler
an ouisianding praciice lime of 3369 (for b place on the grid), the
GOR03 driven by Joest/ Kavhsen dropped oul because of a fuel leak. Ferran
celebrated s sixth win of the season on the Belgian track — and five of
those were 1-2 finishes. Redman/ Merzario won, ahead of Ickx Regazzoni
and the Chevron Ford Cosworth of Jobn Hine JTohn Bridezes,

The 1971 running of the Targa Flono was supposed to be the last World
Clhampionship event on the 72km (45 mile) Linle Madonie Circoit on the
island of Sicily, but pothing changed for 1972, The 56th Targa took place
on May 21, 1972, Alla Bomeo was lavored to avenge the season's previous
defeats at the hands of its archenemics from Maranello, However, when
the temperamental Sicihian crowwvds realized that even a foree of Tour Alfas
could not beal the single Ferrari that had heen entered, their svmpathics
swung lo the Scudena and they celebrated winners Merzario/MMunan and
their Forran 312PB. Alfa collected the comsolation prizes for sccond and
third place, driven by Galli Marko and de Adamich Hexemans.

A ihe Nibrburgring, speciators stayved home in droves for iwo reasons:
awlul weather and no real competition for the title favorites From dMaranelio.
Om May 28, 1972, only about 50000 Fans showed up Tor the eiglih race
in the Championship for Makes, to experience yet another Ferrar double
witt by Peterson/Schenken and Merzano/Redman, The Alla Romeo of
Marko'de Adamich Hezemans finished third, a lap down, ahead of the Gulf
Ford Mirage of Derek Bell' Gijs van Lennep. After setling a respectable
practice time of & 17,7 (good for fifth on the grid), Reinhold Toesthario
Casont Wilhelm Bartels dropped ot on lap 33 with technical problems.
Two entered 208s were unable to qualily: the 20803 of Bonomelli and the
Wicky 208/02 ol BrunWicky.

Ferrari did not enter the ninth event, the 24-hour elassic at Le Mans
on June 10 and 11, 1972, Instead, the race marked the first appearance of
Matra as a championship contender, Tn practice, the blue Matra-Simea M5
670 Spyders proved the fastest cars on the track; Alla Romeo had 1o be
content with Towrth, Gfth and seventh on the gnd. Afer 24 hours, MMairas



3 dra fF
tha Warld
i+ incade. In the Six Hours,

an finiehed fourth 1 hig

ninth and feeslitt

L
A Frddrves s

o




Final standings, 197
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2 World Championship for

[ -

Ferrami, 1460 points
Alfa Romeo, 85 poinis
Forsche, o0 poinis
Chevron, 50 points
Lola, 47 points

Mirage, 32 points
Matra-Simea, 20 poinits
Chevrolet, 13 points
De Tomcso, 12 poitits
‘The best eight resulls of eleven races were
counted

INERRS

Lol MR )

driven: by Henn Pescarolo/Graham Hill and Frangois Cevert Howden
Caanley logged an impressive donble victory, Reinhold Joest onge again
made racing history: together with Michel Weber and Mario Casont, lus
908 Logook third place. This was a sensational resulf in view of the fyer that
Joest had borrowed this long-tail, dating from the carly davs of the S8,
from the private collection of the late Jo SilTert. The Autodelta Alfa Romeo
331713 of de AdamichVacearella followed the 908 to finish in fourth. Twa
accidents led 1w retirements of (wo other 208s; Fernande s Torredemer
Baturone (90E/03) dropped out on lap 278, while the ™IE02 of Weigel
Franse gave up on lap 244

Om June 25, 1972, Ferran once again ran withouwt oppoesition; in the
Austrian 1000 Kilometers al Zeltweg, the four works 312PBs lilled the first
Tonr finishing positions, lekxHedman won, ahead of MarkoTace, Peterson’
Schenken and Mersarno Munari. Entered under *Bgquipé Hollywood," the
Porsche 90802 of Brazilian Luis Pereira Bueno and José Renato Catapani
dropped out on lap 7 as a result of an accident. The 08025 of Scpp Greger
and Oiie Swppacher were entered bur did not race,

The eleventh and final round of the 1972 World Championship for
Makes took place on July 22 at Watkins Glen, New Yok, Ferran — long
since declarcd champion — celebrated another double victory, this time
courtesy of Andremi/lekx ahead of Peterson’ Schenken. Respectable fimshes

Muore light: Recenilly ffted with headlamps, Reinhold Joests M0800 plainly did net neced fwese lor g thivd plece finish in e Apdl 1, 1972 Inlersre roce on the
NUrBLrgriry.
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in this last championship race of the vear were chalked up by the ™85 of
Tomy Dean and Beinhold Toest: Dean' Brown drove thear 908902 1o fourth,
while the Joest Q08903 driven by Joest/Casoni finished in fifth place,

1973
Im 1972, Matra-Simea had taken part in only one race — Le Mans — but
bad mrned in a convincing double win, For the 1973 season, the Fast, Muoe
three-liter twelves would make life difficult for the Ferrans. Al the end.
Mlatea, with five overall wins, relegated itz Halian rivals o s
the Championship,

On February 4, 1973, Peter Gregg/Hurey Haywood won the 24 Hours

ol place in

appasiion. Sl

, G Erresr K

ol Daviena Beach in a Porsche %11 Camrera RSE, ahead of the Ferrari 365
GTE4 Daviona of Frangods Migaulo sl Minter. The Canadian 908 team
of Harry Bytrek (Byizek/Rudi Bariling/Bert Kuchne } inished iwelfih,. The
Joest SE03, with Reinhold Joest/Mano Casom/ Paul Blanepain dropped
out on lap 244 of 670,

Om March 25 at the Six Hours of Vallelunga, the season's second
race and the vear™s first contest on Buropean soil for ihe Championship
ol Makes, the blue French cars overcame the red hordes of Maranello.
Pescarolo Larousse Cevent (hara-Simea MS 6700 won, ahead of three
works Ferran 31 2PEs droven by Schenken/ Reatemann, [ekx/Redman, and
Merrano/Pace. Good resulis were posted by the 90803 of Joest' Casont in




A different Hispemo-Sulza: Escindony Maonfiwich confasted the Nirburgning
1000km in the colors of o famous Swiss chocolate brand, Cheneviére, Haldi
Hnisfted fourth in thedr 208,03

Tiws ghamy of e croires: Dde (0 am AREanned olfscolres exclirsion n prochios,

Casoni AJoest did not meaks tie 1000km race,
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Undounidsd: In 1973, Josst remains foithiul fo the good cld 208,02, As long as the cor s capabls of high placings, there s smply no regson o give it up
an June 24, the old warhorse Snishes third af e Norsing inferseme oos

dropped ow with engine damage on lap 131, Most imporiandy, Ferrari had
served notice of its resurgence.

Alter sulfering defeat ot Vallelunga and Dijon, on Apnil 25, 1973 Enso
Ferrari’s crew had its revenge on the home irack, in the TO0&m of Monea.
Teks Bedman won ahead of eami-mates Rewtemann'Schenken (hoth crews
driving 312PBs). For the three 2085 that started the race, Monea became
their Waterloo: Haldi Fermamdez dropped out on lap 103 with mechanical
prohlems; the Wicky Cohen-Olivar 08/02 parked on lap 22 with engine
trouble, and the Joest Casoni 90803 called i gquits on the very Grst lap,
alzo with engine problems,

Om May 6, 1973 on his home track of Spa-Francorchamps, the ith
race for the Championship, Ferrari pilot Jacky Ickx was [astest in praciice
with o sensational time of 3:12.7 (263.4153km 'h' 163.6T8mph). In the race,
a bursr odl lime ended the hopes of Tekxs and co-driver Brian Bedman for
a win. The 1-2 finish of the Mirage Ford Cosworth M6s of Derck Bell
Aike Halwood and Howden Ganley Vern Schuppan Gune as & surprise,

Third place was lefi o the Matra-Simea of Pescarclo/ Larrousse’ Ao,
The Porsche 90803 of Haldy Fernandez, was entered but did not stan.
Chn Mav 13, 1973, Herbert Miller and Gijs van Lennep (Porsehe 911

Carrera KSR} won the 37th Targa Flono, relegating the Lancia Stratos of

Munart Androet 1o second place. Third was taken by another 911 Carrera
KSK driven by Kinnunen and Haldi. A 90803 sponsored by the Porsche
Club Romand, (o be driven by Cheneviére Haldi, did not stan.

U May 27, 1973, spectators at the 1000km race on the Nirburgring
looked [orward to an exciting three-way batile between Ferran, Matra-
Simea and Alfa Remeo, When practice ended, Matra Lay in frent of Ferrari
wred AdLa, but m the race Ferran dominated with o double win by lekx
Eedman ahead of Pace MMerzario (both crews driving 3121785}, Both hMairas
dropped out with engine damage. For the Porsche Club Romand, the "Ring
0k twrned inte o rmce o remember: the club-sponsored 20803 came
in fourth overall, diven by Haldi and Cheneviere. An accident i practice
kept the Joest Casomn D08 03 out of the race,
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1974

Three teams entered Porsche 908035 Tor the first race on the 1974 World
Championship for Makes calendar on Apnl 25 at Monea. Alter 1000
Kilommeters, the Toest'Casoni car finished seventh, the secomd Toest car of
Heiler' Schiiler did not fmish, and the 90803 of Torredemer and Ma did
for starl, Alfa Bomeo secured a 1-2-3 win by Merrano/ Andretn, Iekx
Stommelen and Facetti/'de Adamich {all crews driving the 33TT12).

After the second race al Spa-Francorchamps on May 5, 1974, Gull
Ford led the standings, The Gull’ Ford of Bell'Hailwood finished second
belund the hMatra-Simea MSGT0C of Ieks/Jarier; third and fourth places
were taken by the Porsche Carreras of Miller'van Leonep and Banh/
Fitepatrick. The Torredemer 90803 (Tormedemer Pla)y did not Gnish, and
the two Joesl S8 0Es were entered ban did o sean,

The recent ol cnsis resulted in the Nirburgnng 1000km race being
shoened 1o TA30Km, The finishing order was the Matra-Simca of Beliise
Jarier ahead of the two Alfa Romeo 3377125 of Rewtemann'Stommelen
and de Adamdich/Taceii. BellThem placed their Guolf Ford an fifil. Joesi
Casoni {90803 came home in ninth; the Heiler S8/03 of Blancpaimn.
Lelmann dropped out on Lap 4 with technical problems,

hlatra added o its siring of victories at the Tmola [0MEm: on June
2, 1974, Larrousse Pescarolo crossed the fmsh line first wath their Matra-
Simea MEGTOC, abead of the two Alfs Romeo 33TT 125 and the sccond
French works car of Beltoise/Jarier. Eighth place went 1o the Joest S0O8/06

of Joest/Blanepam' Lehmann; the other Joest S08/03, of Joest'Casond,
dropped out on lap 43,

Mlatra wom at Le Mans as well. On June 15-16, 1974, two French cars
placed im the top three, The winning Matea-Simea MS6T0C of Pescarolo
Larrousse was Tollowed home by the Porsche Camrera Turbo of Miller/'van
Lennep, Third place went o the Matra of Jabowille Migawli, The Poirod
WD of PoirotHondean finished mineteenth. The 90802 of Spaniards
Orteza MerelloBanlt dropped out on Llap 122 as a result of an accident,
Twos piher M0Es alzo failed to inish: the 20802 of Wicky/Boucard Cosson
siffered transmission problems and dropped out on lap 41, amd the same
Fate befell the 90803 of TorredemerFermandex Tramont on lap 12,

Matra's impressive victory count conlinued on June 30 at the sixih
race on the Champicnship calendar, the Zeltweg 1000km. After 170 laps,
Larrowsse/ Pescarolo won ahead of the Alla Romeo 3317112 of de Adamich
Facetti and the second Matra-Simea MS6700 of Belwoise/ Tarier. Neither of
the Joest 90H 035 saw the checkered flag: both Ferrier Blancpain and Joest
Kaulsen dropped our.

On July 13, 1974 al the seventh {‘.]Jamplcmﬁhip lor MMakes race ail
Watkins Glen, New Yook, Matra-Simea celebrated iis sixth consecutive
win when Beltoise/Jarier won ahead of the Porsches of Miiller'van Lennep,
Crrege/ Haywood and Hemnrath/ Cook. The 90802 entered by American
drivers Dennis Aase and Scooter Patrick dropped out on fap 8 of ihe 193
lap evenl.

Staying power: At the 1944 Lo Mans raes, Boirotlondeal woudld fndsh ninedaanth, after storiing twandy-ifth on thee grid.
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Assisted brogthing: Josst and the Martini Team brought turbocharged sir-cylindses to the 1975 Spa enduranos race, Casoni/Joast (no 5 would drop out with S
i fordfure, ¥

i
.fn’

Stovepips: The infake snorkesl on the van Lennep Miiler furbo appears quite improvised. Transnussion probisms will pof them oot of the roocs,
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On August 15, in the eighth Championship race at Paul Bicard
(another * 1000Km” race shortened to 750km), Reinhold Toest’s Q081035
fmished [ourth and fifth with JoestCasom five laps ahead of team-mates
Blancpain/Lehmann, Matra recorded another double win ai Paul Ricard
with Beltoise Jarier ahend of Pescarolo/Lamrousse.

[ the penultimate mace of the Championship of Brands Hatch on
September 29, 1974, Matra divers Belipise/Janer won, less than three

seconds ahead of the second team car of Pescarolo/ Lamowsse, On the
Tamed British Crand Prix course, a 20803 once again made headlines as

Jiirgen Barth amd Clande Haldi drove 1ooa sixth place Gmsh. Joest'Casoni,
in the ofher Jocst team car, dropped ouf with fransmission problems on lap
181 ul 235

Matra-Simca closed off an exiremely suceessiul racing season with a
double win at the Kyalami Six Hours on Movember 9. Pescarolo/Larmonsse
wordt, alwead of team-mates Beltoise Javier and the Gull GR7 Ford of Bell’
Hobbhs, Neither of the Joest Q08035 saw the checkered flag: Heiler Barth/
Bross dropped out on lap 197 and Joest/Ailler retired on lap 140 after a
collision,

Mo turbos nesded: At the 1975 Spa race, Sarth /Casor difve bheit normally cspdraded 808 /03 o seventh overall affer the Josst hurbos retire.
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1975
Helore ihe start of the 1975 scason - that is. before a few fcams who
combnued o soldier on with the 908 recerved new Porsche six-cylimder
turbo engines - the anthor of the rade jourmal gifodees summed up
the Tuture of the World Championship for Makes: “Aller an impressive,
decade-long racing career, Matra joined Ferrari, Alla Romeo and Porsche
in withdrawing for Gnancial reasons. This successful margue, which in
the vears between 1965 and 1975 browghi home well over 100 wins and
a stmular number of lap records m about 330 starts, as of 1972 dedicated
all it efforts o the World Championship for Makes and its Maima-Simea
MEGTH cars, Along with three conscoutive wins al the 24 Hours of Te
BAams, Matra browght the 1973 amd 1974 World Champuonshep for Makes
tifle for France, Due to il anique rules, the legendary Le Mans race is nol
part of the Championship calendar for 19757

With these withdrawals, works teams that had once shaped the image
ol the World Championship lor Makes had disappeared. Along with the
24 Hours of Le Mans, the Osterreichring 1000km, the Paul Ricard 6
Hours, and the Brands Hatch 1000km also fell vicom o the red pencil,
and prospects for the 1975 Championship looked guoite grm. Along with
the Ligier-Critanes team, which brought therr Ford DFY FI-powered 152
e the Sarthe, Benault Alpine stll Munctoned a5 an official works team.
Larrousse Jabouille crewed, albeit only sporadically, a new turbocharged
Alpme A442 Vo, which won a surpmismgz viclory in ils first ouling at
AMugello, The odher eompetitors in this sporis car sector were managed by
private leams. 5o the Alla Romeo 3377 twelve-cvlinder cars were helded
b Willi Kauhsen's Awiedelta Racing Team, with intematonally known
pilots Henn Pescarolo, Roll Stommelen, Jacques Lallile, Arturo Merzano,
Derek Bell amd Jochen Mass in the cockpits,

Porsche also was represented only by privateer Herbert Miiller, who
alemated doving Jduties in his 20836 with Gijs van Lennep and Leo
Foanmunen, and by the Joest Kacing Team, Mirage was represented by the
Creorg Loos Team (Gelod, Tim Schenken/Howden Ganley steered their

gquick Mirage GRET Ford, but like the other eams werne unable o conlest
the fitle against the well developed, unassuming Alfa Romeo 33TTIZ,
which developed S00hp (rom three liters. Along with Alla Romeo, the [ast
Fenauli Alpine A 442 Turbos were strong candidaies for an overall win, as
their power was by no means inferior o that of the Allas. Unfortunately,
the Larrousse/Jabouille Alpine Turbo was oo often beser by reething
trowbles to offer Alfa Homeo any serious competition. 5o the Alpines were
cloandy domanant an Dujoan, Monza, and on the Kicburering, bt a vanety of
delects alwavs kept the team from victory, Snll, in seven of ning rces for
the World Championship for Makes, Alpoise was ouwl m front. The Milaoese
works provided the Willi Kavhsen Hacing Team with Fouwr Type 33TT12
cars al the beginming of the season; these were supporied by Autodelia
Al the Nurburgring 1000k race, the Kauhsen team secured the World
Champronship lfor Alfa Romeo with a win by Merzano/Lallie.

The fiest World Championship for Makes ace of 1975, at Daytona
International Speedway on Febroary 1 oand 2, was clearly domimated by
Porsche, Afer 24 bours, sis Carrera REEs occupied the first six places.
The seventh place car, the Ferran 363 GTB/A of Woodner/ Phallips, was
followed by sis more cars From Zuffenhavsen. Greeg Hayvwood won with
# 15 lap advantage over Keyser/ Sprow] s,

French endurance  specialists  Larrousse/Jabouille ook home a
surprising win for Eepault Alpinc in the 10km of Muogello on March
23, 1975 The Alla Romeo 33TT12 of lckxMlersano Dmshed second.
Three Porsche 908s muude an impressive showing: Herbert MillerGajs
van Lennep ook third place in the Dannesherger SORD3 (orbao, the Joest
SOROI driven by Barih/Kravs'Casoni came in eighth, and the 90803 turbo
entercd by Hen Heiderich and dnven by Kinnunen Miiller van Lennep
maged sixteenth, Joests 90803 ek, driven by Joest' Casoni, dropped
oul with lechnical problems.

The ihird race in the World Championship for Makes calendar took
place on Apnl &, 1975 at Dijon. As a result of general centhacks, the race
covered a distamce of onlyv aboul BOOkm. Mereario/Talfite won, driving
am Alfa Romeo 33TTI2, The Jocst team had an outsianding day: sceond
place For Joest Casom abead of the Chevron of Grob/Hine and another
Aldfa driven by Bell Pescarolo. Two other 908s did not make it 1o the finish;
the Dannesberger S8 03 turbo ol Miiller' van Lennep dropped oul on lap
215 with engine problems, while the second Joest car, with Barth/Krans,
dropped out on lap 46 with technical issues.

Joest also made a convincing showing at Monza. In the 10HIKm race
on April 20, 1975, the 9208/03 wrbo dnven by JoestCasom achieved an
culstanding secomd place behind the winming Alla BEomeo of Merzario
Laffite, Reinhold Toest's team had even more reason o celebrale, as it
second SR/ 03, drven by Barth/Kraus, came in ifth.

Wl Bomeo's siring of victories continued at Spa-Francorchamps. In
the Ofth race Tor the Championship on May 4, 1975, Pescarolo/Bell won,
alend of team-mates Tekx Merrario, Banth'Casoni/ Joest (90803) finished
seventh: the Dannesberger 90803 (turbo of Miiller Kinnunen dropped out,
s dligd 1l Joest QOR03 turbe of ToestCasoni,

O May 18, 1975 ail the 10MEm tace on the Pergusa race course near
Enna, Sicily, the 20803 alfirmed the good placings ir had been geming
throughout the season. Although the Joest icam could not prevent the Alfa
Fomeo double win by MMass/Mlerzano and Pescarolo/Bell, the 803
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¥ i A discreet reference: As if the fat scoop, snorke] and #1710 rear

- bodywork weren't enough, the rear fns display the formuks for extro
horsepower: ‘KKK Turbolader.' At the Nirburgring, the feam's other car,
. & elassic eight-cylinder nermelly asplrated baxer, alse Shishes well,




Carn-Am atmesphers in the Eitalt At the

Demneshargar turba o third,
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BillhewTral; By 1975, rmmnmwrnmmadmthﬁpunwlnﬁm -
Reinhold Joest's rolling billbeard will retire during the Niiburgring
~Intersers race on Seplember 7.

the March 765 VE Alter 153 laps, Mass/ Tekx (MMarimi Porsche 936 turbo)
wiont, ahead of Pescarolo/Jarier {Remault Adpine) and the $0203 of von
Croddel JoestBarth, The seeond Jocst 90803 dropped out on lap 120 duc o
an accident. Engine problems Kept the Egon Evertz-entercd 90803 turbo
of Kinnonen/Evertz from starting,

Om Moy 23, 1976, the third race in the World Sports Car Championship
teok place af Imola af ihe Awodromo Dine Ferrari aboul J0km southeast
of Bologna. The grid was enriched by the presence of an Alfa Romeo
3ATS12 Masslekx (Porsche) repeated their Monza success ahead of the
Alfa of Vittorio Brambilla! Arture Merzano and the S08/03 of Crodel Joest
Barth. The Joest 908703 wurbo dropped out oo lap 71 of 100 with technical
prohlems.

Al Le Mans, Jacky Ickx celebrated vel another victory, On June 12-
13, 1976, the Belgian allrounder - co-driving a Porsche 936 with Gijs van
Lennep — won the 24-hour elassic, covenng 47659 923km (2963 853 miles).
Second place, thirteen laps back, went 1o the Mirage Ford Cosworth of
Lafosse/ Migault. Seventh across the line was the Joest SO08/03 with Krauws:
Steckkdnig, The Evertz 90803 iwrbo of Kinnunen/ Everiz dropped oul on
lap 117 with technical problems.

Arain al the 5300 Kilometers of Pergusa on June 27, 1976 Renaul
Alpine was unable o secure 115 hoped for victory, as the French cars set the
Tastest pracice tmes bul dropped out of the mce with technical problems,

leaving a clear track Tor Mass'Stommelen (zMartind Porschie 936 tarho).
Behind them, the next places in the finishing order read Osella, March,
Crsella, with fifth place taken by the JToest 20803 driven by Banh' Godel,
The second Joest Porsche, with Joest/Kraus, dropped out on lap 8 of 102
with fransmission issues,

The Gfth race in the Championship was held on August 22, 1976
at Mospont, Canada, Porsche had already locked up the Championship,
but, becanse continuntion of its existence might be threatened by
eveniual withdmwal of the Zuffenbausen team and Renauwlt, several large
displacement cars — that did not meet the series rules — were allowed 1o
take part, and mcluded a Shadow DN and several McelLaren Mo, M2 amd
W20 Can-Am cars. These had the race all o themselves; Jackie Oliver
woom 1 the Shadow, followed by Georse Follmer 1o a MMeLaren M20. Tacky
[ekx (Porsche) came in third, A 20802 driven by Canadian Gary Hirsch
linished tenth. Amencan drver Dennis Aase brought his S08'02 home in
sinteenth place,

Back om home turf, Renault Alpine managed honorable mentions only.
Al the Dijon 500 Kilometers on Sepiember 5, 1976, the Martini Porsche
436 urbo again won, driven by Mass/Ickx. Depailler'Laffite and Jabouille
Jarier (both teams driving the Eenault Alpine A2 qurbo) finished secomd
and third. The Reinhold Toest leam also murned in a convineing performance
al Dnjomn: the 0803 turba of JoestBarth came in fourth, while the secomd



Viaricticns on o theme: The 908,035 underwent rodicod ransformattion prior o fhe 24 Howrs of Lo Moans on Juae 12, 19749, Evertz Ainnunen (e 18 in he
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1977-1962

The Dijen 5300 Kilometers, the frst evenl in the 1977 World Spons Car
Championship calendar, was held on April 17 on the Circuit de Dijon-
Premois. In that vear, the Zufllenhavsen team pulled out of Group 6
racing, bul Alla Romeo intended 1o contest all Sports Car Championship

[ o T T, P T8 4 e e B e ot | o i e -
Final standings, 1976 World Sports Car
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4. Lolg, 41 poinis

5 March, 28 points

6, Chevron, 23 points

/. Allg Romeo. 15 points
&, Mirage, iz poinis

events with iwo works cars. Their premiere at 1jom was a success for
the Milanese team: Artueo Merrano and Jean-Pierre Jarier won i ai
Alfa Bomeo T335C12, ahead of the Osella PAS BMW of Virgilio Henna
Crinseppe Virgilio. Both JToest Porsche S08/03s faled w finish; Reinhold
JoestClaude Haldi and Breil Lunger Skecier McKitterick dropped ot
with techmcal problems. The second works Alfa also had 1o leave the race
prematurely; the T33SCI2 of Vitorio Brambilla/ Jehn Watson sufTered
engine damage on lap 87

“Alla BEomeo wins al Mooza!™ This beadline was made possible
by the ciforts of Villorio Brambilla, who drove his Alfa 335012 1o frst
place in the second race of the 1977 World Sports Car Championship,
at the Auiodromo Nazionale di Monza on Apnl 24 The [talian Fommula
I pilev fimished ome lap up on Gioegio Fraoeia'Silvie Arting and Danilo
Tesim/ Crianfranco Trombeil (hoth crews in Osella PAS BMW )L Reinhold
JoestBren Lunger (Porsche 908/03), despate 73 completed laps, were not
classificd as finishers. The secomd Toest Q0803 did not start.

And the winner, with 190 painils: [n 19748, Porsche wins the Warld Sparts Car
Championslip by o wics mangin, o feast bacmase of the mamy privoiesns
danving Porsches Thess include P08 /08 operatar Egon Everlz, Af Dijon. the oo
of SregerKirnunen Adarin will drop out after an gocidsnt,
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Spydsr. Canadian Roiner Bresinka fited
o knlgiaf in o skded of choin mail, Af e June 71, T978

an-Am roes, the oar redired early

the World Championship for Makes (June 3, 19749, the Joest 90803 1win
trho (Roll Stommelen'Reinboeld Joest) set Castest practice fime at 7:32.2,
about live seconds faster than Klaws Ludwig's © orsche 935 K3
[7:37.6), From the start, the 90803 dominated ihe g feaking fuel
tank forced the team Lo oguit. Alter that, the 935 teams of Loos and Kremer
had the eace all w themselves, Afer 44 laps, (he Loos 935774 of Schurii’
Fitzpatrick Wollek heat the Kremer 935 K3 of Ludwig/Flankenhomn

Flezemians.

Brands Haich, August 3, 1979 another pole position for Foest. In the
eighth run for the World Champicnship For Makes on the Bransh Grand Prix
course ahout 20 miles southeast of London, the 20803 capired the prime
starting spol with a practice time of 1:26.67. The Ludwig/ Plankenhom 935
wis secomd fastest with 1:28.49, The Toest 908%s overall win was never in
doubl, bul because the car could not compete Tor Makes Championship
poimz, the second place Keemer eam of Ludwig Plankenhorn collected
[ull winner's points, Behind the thind place Chevron of Raymond Chamell,
the Porsche 935 of Schornstein en came in fowrih,

The ninth and final race for the ( hampionship aof Makes, the 6 hours

0 Thes SEOrears own sk 1 ceriainly applies o Relnfald
I remrmne compethve in 1979, and, oz alvays, s o
Hus furn et e wiheel SHLL i will fall bo finish this Inle

avant af Hockenhedint.

Tear
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The Porsche Cup 15 an especially coveled award,
given dafter the end of the racing segson, the world's
best endowed margue i‘*r:-*:m" In
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four drivers were honored for their successes with
Zuffenhausen’s 908 in the 1980 racing season:
Volkert Merl placed second, Rellf Sicmmelen

;S T ik B [ A i 4 o R 1 |
glcghth, Jurgen Berth In tenth, and Reinhold Joest
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After 271 laps of the Vallelunga six hours (1dh race for the
Championship of Makes), the W803 of Brunn/Bell was bested only by
the Osella PAS BAMW of Francia/Mdlarazzi, Parese' Cheever moa Lancia
fimished third; fouwrth went (o the Porsche 935 K3 of Tiren Léassig.

The Dijon 100 Kilometers on Seplember 28, 1980 was won by the
Porsche 935 (eams of Pes¢arolo/Barth and Haldi’Beguin, Dentist Siegfricd
Brunn's team had bad luck: aller setting seccond (astest practice tme
(1:23 38), the 90803 dropped oul on Lyp 66 with mechanical problems,

Om April 12, 1981 at the Mugello six hours race, round 3 of the
World Endurance Champicoship for Doavers, Lombardi' Francia, doving
their Osella PAY BMW, were invineible. CooperWoad, in a Porsche
G35, fimished second. The Brunn SO803 mirba, crewed by Brunn Tordan,
completed 154 laps to be classified eleventh.

The second race counting toward the World Endurance Championshap
for Makes ook place on April 26, 1981 the Monga 1000 Kilomeiers was
won by Déiren/Lissig in a Porsche 935 K3, ahead of the two BADW-powered
Daella PAYs of Lombardi Francia and FranchiMoreschi. Sicgfricd Bronm
and co-pilot Bddie Jordan fimished Gth in their S08/03 twin turbo.

O Ray 10, 1981, Sieglned Brunn Eddie Jordan drove the Brunm
Team's D0E/03 urbo o an oulstanding third place finish al the Silverstone
si% howrs. Grohs/Rolrl Schornstein won in a Porsche 935, the BAW A1 of
Eell /Y Rourke Hobbs took second. The Joest 0E/03 of Joest/hass/ Merl
dropped out on the first lap due tooan accident.

O May 24, 1981, the ADAC [O0F Kilometers race ook place on
the Mirburgrng, Thanks o a stremg entey list, the 27ih runnime of the
legendary road race in the Eifel Mountains — the fourth event in the scason’s
World Endurance Championship — promised 1o offer fans an exciling race.
Bui a tragedy ended the only German event of the Championship on the
eightcenth of 44 scheduled laps. Siegined Brunn had entered s SO8/03
merb, andd planned 1o share driving duties with Swiss driver Herbert
Miiller. Omn the ninth lap, with the car in 11th position, Miiller ook over
the 908 from Sieglvied Bronn. On lap 14, just before ihe entrance 1o the
Carousel, the Swiss drver left the road and crashed into a 9335 swhich had
been abandoned o the first lap by Amencan deiver Bobby Rahal. On
impuict, hoth cars burst into Hames and trackside safety crews amived oo
Late 1o save Miiller. The race was halted three laps Later but, as more than a
third of the scheduled distance had been covered, the race counted foward

Turbe ductwark undar huge wings: The Joast leam i the mits, Markurgring
1081 In the Eifel, Joests Twin Durbae oame [N sacond ond sixth.



Porsche - the
reliable one

The rechnology, How engineers in Zuffenhausen rurned

the god into a long-serving, long-distance runner.
Extreme lightweight construction allowed Porsche to
install what would have been a reliable, but otherwise
hopelessly underpowered engine

1944 Four sarly M08 coupss in pily bean colors parked in the Porsche works counyard.
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Sl victopious in 190468 Vie EMford and Umberde Mogiioli won the 1968 Targa
Flarda In o Porscihe 807,

CHASSIS

The Porsche 08 represented ihe high point, o date, of aline of development
that the company had begun not long belore. Where it had been customary
for Porsche's endurance racers to be, in principle, licensable Tor use on
public roads, all that changed with the 910, From that point onward,
Porsche’s race cars became increasinglyv uncompromising.

Ferdinand FPiéch brought new ideas inte the racing department.
Crramdson of the frm’s foumsder, Pigch had no shostage of ambiticn and an
uncompromising will to succeed; for the time being, cost was no ohject.

Between 1966 and 196%, Porsche’s Tvpes 910, 907909 908 and 917
were developed and quickly ficlded. Even il there were many similarinies
between these model lines, they represented an enormous effort for the
siall sports car maker, both financially and in terms of personnel, Their
show ol sirength also carmed with 11 greal nsk, but it paid oll handsomely:
the Stutrgart team reaped three World Champion tithes in a row, Although
placed at the center of this line of development, the Porsche 08 embodied
the shift in company racing pelicy amd assisted Porsche in bringing home
its first World Championship for Makes title.

It posods were sef down far eaddier. The @07 — Porscehe’s ficst purebred
race car — had proven itsell a reliable, fast and very drveable car which,
with the 2.2 liter Tvpe 771 engine, was even a candidate for overall wins.
Steady evolution Kept the ear at the cutting edge of technical development,
andd this then Tommed the basis for a new three-liler sports protsype,
Forsche’s response 1o the racing mele changes announced for 1968,

With only minor alterations, the Porsche 907 became the Porsche SO8.
To provide some exira space For the threee-liter engine, the left side of the
rear cockpit bulkhead was moved forward by a few centimeters. The fucl
fanks were moved as e Torward as possible. Fuel capacity of 120 lilers
(nearly 32 zallons) combined with fuel consumption of about S0 hiters per
1 Kilometers 06 miles per gallond yvielded impressively long imfervals
between pit stops. The chassis was able to handle the new cight-cylinder
engine's 25 per cenl increase in power without any additnonal changes.
Moreover, the drivetrain of the last W7 variant was adopted. in cffect, the
lirst Porsche 908 was really a 90702, Al the official presentaiion al the Le
Mhans practice session in Apeil 1968, it appeared with 13-inch wheels, higger
wheels and brakes came later. Lightweight construction had long been a
watchword at Porsche, an oplimized tube frame chassiz and application of
exotic new malerials such as titanium for sprngs and hubs significantly
reduced the coupd s fighting weight. The frst shori-tail varianl weighed in
al G700k (147510 dry (without oil or fuel); at the end, the 88s were so light
they had o carry 20ke (44 of lead Ballast inoilie pose (oo meet the minimm
weight of 630Kg required by the miles. Even the long-tail version was only
i lnttle heavier af 680Ke, Lizhiwenshi construcion amd low aecodynmmic
drag were the two creeds of the Porsche racing department, amd a great
deal of money was sacriliced to these ohjechives.

The leng-tail variant ran itz ficst cace on April 25, 1968 af Monza, The
resulls were sobering: engine vibration caused clutch cables o part and
alternators 1o fail; a broken transmission ol line necessitated conversion
from dry sump to wet sump lubncation, even as the race was in progress.
The siffertTlermmann ¢ar spent more than an bour and a bhall in the pits,
causing it to finish in nincteenth place. Miter' Scarfiotti nevertheless came
hoane in eleventh.



Conversion: The dret 208 shont-todl coupds diffarad fran the 907 1 body detadls a2 a resulf of nstollohon of the three-liter. sdghi-cyilinder angine.

In other words, considerable development work was siill needed and
this was carried ol forthwith. By the time of the Nirburrring race, the
shori-tail coupés rolled on 15-inch wheels; all paris that had proven (oo
weak al Monza had been reinforced. The Niirburgnng race was not withouwt
itz problems, bul was nevertheless a success Tor Porsche: al its second
appearance, the Porsche 908 won. The next race, Spa, would be a good
test for Le Mans,

Tocope with the problem of vibration-induced fraciures, fundamental
changes were made 10 the engime. An altered finng order mmproved the
sitwation, but did litdle o diminish the rough character of the boxer engine.
At Watkins Glen, the cars were placed on a diet; an alumimum tube frame
replaced the earlier steel structoure, which, to that point, had been retained
For safety reasons. The new aluminum rame also mcluded new (rond
suspension parts, In the last event of the season, the 24 Honrs of Le Mans,
which, in 1968, took place in the autumn, the movable flaps, actuated by
the rear suspension, made their firso appearance i racing, Despiile wins al
the Niirburgring and Feltweg, the 908 was not yet fully developed; renewed
alierator and transmission problems cavsed the retirement of (wo cars,
while the third finished Le Mans in third place alter spending more than an
hour i the pits for repairs. Porsche missed its primary goal of the season,
a Le Mans victory, A folal of 31 cars of the first 208 serics were buill.

Behind the scemes, changes were alool. Although development of the
17 began in July 1968, intensive work on the 908 continued, as noe one
could be certain that the new car would be ready in time. For 1969, the FLA
changed ihe moles; spare fire and luggage space were no longer obligatory,
the height of the windshield was Iree [unrestricted |, as was vehicle weighlt.
The new rules represented a blank check for Porsche's lightweight boffins,
Taking a radical approach, the engimeers cast overboard all extrancous
woenght, inchuding the roof, at least on the shor-tail. The open car was then

designated the Type 90802, Compared o the long-tail in night racing irim
— with headlights, twm signals, iluminated racing numbers and taillights
— the pew Spyder was aboui 100kg (22000} lighter, and 45 kilos lighier
than the short-tail coupé. By December 1968, the first Spyder was ready
Tor wind mwnnel testing, which demonsicated that the loss of aerodyvimamic
quality was not as severe as had been feared. The higher drag cocfficient
wis partdy off=ei by the reduction in frontal area.

Thanks o new malerials, the body was made lighter amnd more
ned. Instead of balsa wood remnflorcements, the bodies now employved
honeveomh mats illed with reinforcing foam. The rear wheel hubs were
made of Hlanium, and the new live-speed transmission saved another 25kg
(5510, Comparcd to (he three-liter prototypes From Alfa Romeo, Ferrarni,
Matra, Alpine and Mirage, the Spyders were 100 w 150kg (220 10 3301h)
lighter, which made up for the air-cooled eight-cvlinder engine’s lower
Power oulpul.

saill, the first race of the season ot Davioona was conlesied with long-
tail coupés. Five cars with movable Haps were entered, and all five retired
—the last one after 17 hours and with a comforable 45-lap lead. In evers
case, retirement was caused by a techmical faunlt; the main culprit was a
gear in the valve train. In their zeal w reduce weight, the Porsche people
had simply gone oo far,

Culs were made wherever possible, and sometimes a bit oo much was
removed, On the Spyder, for example, Porsche discarded the stiffening
pyramidal [rame strocture al the rear. A hard winler with heavy snowlall
prevented endurance festing on Weissach's *shaker” obstacle course, and
the new frame design wenl into the second race season without the usual
endurance esting. The Spyder’s first appearance at Sebrng tourmed into yel
another dehacle; all of the frames cracked, and only emergency repairs o
the Miter Buzretta car salvaged a third place. For the next mce al Brands
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Asrodynamically refined: In the spring of 1948, the three-Tiler
leng-tol coupds carmied a single plece mechomically actudated slat
spailer af the rear. Al the 24 Hours of Le Mons, movable Japs wara
insterlled, which, in turn, gensrated mare dewniorce on the inslde
wheel whilst simullanecusly unloading the cutside wheel.




Trailing edige: Movable fops were also installad at dhe rear of dhe Arst 008 /02
Spydars, Wind tunnel testing, however. showed that they weren'f necessary
Ul Ol SOTs

Flanch, the pyeamids were installed again which, for Porsche, represented
a shocking weight increase of two Kilograms {31k}, but at least the painful
[rame problems were elimimated once and for all. Moreover, wind minnel
tests showed that the movable rear flaps brought po benefit 1o the Spyder,
These, wo, could be cast off, hghtening the car by a small amount and
simplifying its technology,

Brands Hatch also wilnessed the st appearance of the third cogine
variation, in which a different crankshali finally cured the vibration
problem. Two of the four cars entered were fitled with the new cranks.
With this change, the 920802 was made reliable enough 1o hecome a
winner. And, indeed, Siffert Redman won, although they stll had the old
engine, AL Monza and Spa, the long-tails saw action again, while the Targa
Flono became a tnumphant procession for the Spyvders, even thowgh no
significont development effort had been expended on the cars, Instead, the

Swiss doittizh. Jo Sitert takss the new Floundsar o s imits on Porsches
Weissach test irack




major masses ioward the center of the car gave the
#0803 a compact shape, optimized for dewnlorce,

Abaove: Baby sfeps in the
wind tunnel: With the car
mounted on scoies, the
enginears used crtificioal
airfow fo measine fronf
arnd resar anele locsding.
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Early bloormer: Bafare faircgs gof serioils i Zuifenioesen o lhe 1871 secrson.
the car was tested in Wisdesmeh, A freak winter storm harned teshing into o
shiverfes), bul he [wa fesl olxfects seamed lo hatn o cold shaulder o lhe
weather

The new 90803 was, in elfect, a form of insurance: in any cise,
Stptigart intended o defend jis just-won Championship, So Far, the 908
line had evolved as the logical continuation of 907 development, with good
all-round qualities as prmary development goals, Mow, hmiting the car’s
scope to just two very special racing circuits allowed a radical approach
which ssould lead tooan all-new model, For twisty cireunis, maneuverability
wias the deciding criterion, and weight disiribution had a major influence
on handling, Porsche drew on i0s experence with the 909 o redesien the
cight-cylinder racer: the result was a very special car that would hecome
the delimtive version of the entire ™8 sernes. Today, when the 908 15
spoken of, what is actually meant is the 208/03

This car represented a reduction (o bare essentials:; completely without
Trills, with elean limes, a pure driving machine, The objective was o move
the center of mass as close o the middle of the vehicle as possible. To
this end, the driver now had o be seated practically on top of the ot
axle; his feet nol so much profecied as concealed by the paper-thin nose
bodywork, Exiremely short front and rear overhangs made it easier for
drivers (o take the tight curves of Sicily’s moundain roads al maximuam
spevds. A% moa Tormula car, the dover saf pearly on the car's centerline,
All-round visibility was perfect and 90803 drivahility legendary, The new
layour also posed a challenge o dovers: project leader Manfred Bantle
recalled that there were several expressions of displeaswre, until Tap times
and handling won them over.

The engine moved o the space made available by relocaiing the
driver: otherwise, the powerplant remained unchanged. Weight was cul
wherever possible amnd the new featherweight bodywork tipped (he scales
al just 12 kilograms (260h). Every single bolt was weighed before it was
installed m case a lighter omne could be Tfound, An the end, steel accoumted

lor less than 1.5 per cent of vehicle weight. Adr travel gave the engineers
their next weight-saving idea: aircralt-siyle aluminum safety bell Llaches
replaced the steel units of the old 908, The originally intended beryllium
brake discs would have redoced weighi by another 14kz (3116 bui
displayed madeguate dllrﬂhifﬂ}'._ 500 the car retaimed conventional cast-iron
brake rolors.

Even more weight could he pared. Meticulous siudy of the rulebook
led o the realizatnon that beadlizhis were nol required. The 90803 was
never intended o mm at night, so it dido't need lights, the engineers
would have 1o retin the rear brake hehts onlv, And whalst they were at
it, they glued the rear light to the frame instead of bolting it another five
grams saved! For the first time, the brake rolors were nol only internally
vendilated, bt also cross-drlled. According o Paul Frére, who was allowed
Ler Lest the prototvpes belore ther first race, these brokes were known in
Tactory jargon as “Couvére dises” becavse of their resemblance o Swiss
cheese. Cross-dnlling made the rotors mot only hghter, bat also improved
durability and increased brake pad hie, Intermediate versions of the new



|

*-_ -

ALLT

Matarnerphotes: [0 i fafer earaay, G085 035 spreabad o wids crraly of wirsgs ard soooepss,

Spyvder were so light and delicate that, in lest drives over artilicial humps,
they would break m rwo. With an emply weizht of 3453k (12000b) the
TE03 5 light weight made up Tor its power deficit compared 1o the three
liter competition; the resull was three wins i [our races. To this day, Leo
Kinounen helds ihe absoluie lap record Tor ithe Targa Flovio course,

The engine’s air cooling — if anything, a disadvantage in terms of
extraciing maximum power — did, however, allow nearly Tully enclosed
howdywork; the only openings necded at the fromt were for the ol cooler
and brake cooling ducis, Two prototvpes, tested Tor the first me on the

Nirburgring south ¢ircuit in March 1970, still sirongly resembled the 909,
but the final amanzement was quite dilferent: angular, practical, and Cast.
The D803 pe longer looked quite as aeredynamic as its predecessors,
though it was, m [act, appreciably betler in this respect. The [ronl apron
was exlended Far dowpward and prevented an excessive amount of air from
Howing under the car. The bodywork was smoolh and at, with laminar
airflow all the wav to the Gumey Lip at the very rear, Expenence with the
917 had shown that downforce was Just as important as drag, and that
kovow ledge had a lasting mmpact on the 90803 shape.
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Flaable: Even i itg fArst outing ot the Lo Mons proctics i ARl 1968 tha thres-liter shawsed [tg potandiol. Daspdia s modest 3535 horsepowsr, he englne wos
quite driveabls and prodeced usabde powsr between 5500 and B500rpm:

Onee again, snow was a parl of the 9208 story, As had been the case
for the 908902 at the rollout in Wesssach for which Bran Redman had
been Aown in, heavy spow caused problems, The entire Porsche crew went
1o work cleanng spow; even Préch and Boil grabbed shovels. Ulnmately,
wooden boards were fitted o 911 coupds, converting them to snowplows,
Despite their best ellorts, the tests were called ofl; Redman spun several
fimes, and parked ibe car with some less than Kind words, Bui because
there was stll enough tme belore its hrst race im Swerly, when the SETE
finally appeared there vader perfect conditions it won handily,

There were minor changes only for 1971, Porsche carried ol lests
with a new rear axle. A De Dion desizn, comluned with special lires,

was supposcd o give increased lateral acceleration and therefore higher
cornering specds, but tn the emd, the proven design was retained. The rear
bodywork inherited the vertical fins which had been introduced during
the =eason on the 917; al the fronl, a 30mm narrower [ronl spodler was
fitted, and, of course, wider tires were mounted, This resulied in a slight
increase in aerodyvoamic drag, bul also higher comenng speeds, ideal lor
the Madonie cireuil and the MNirburgring, Im all, thirteen examples of the
series were bl

The works career of the Porsche 208 ended with the 1000 Kilometer
race on the Nirburgzrnng. The design was beginning to show 1is age, and
Porsche won the prestigons Cerman race only by sheer luck as the Ferran



JIZPB was clearly superior. Jacky Iekx and Clay Regazzon would have
worl by several laps bad they nof been sidelimed by a technical problem.

The *WIE was Tundamentally  unsuiable for the
three-lier formula; the mmmum weight reguirement of 630 Kilograms
climinated the car's greal advantage, and the old engine could not keep
up with the Formula 1-denved molors ol its competitors. Nevertheless,
Forsche managed o sell every one of its cars, and the type’s durability
even allowed it 1o continue racking up some impressive successes. Al the
1972 Le Mans race, the car showed iis true gualities: Joest pulled the 1969
long-tail out of the Jo Silfert Museum, locked the movable rear Haps, and
drove the car 1o a sensational thicd place finish.

All remaining M8 customer cars racing i 1972 were based on the
CR03, Customers began o unker, First, headlights were retrofitted,
then air scoops began (o reach for the sky, and finally the rear bodywork
was updated. Aullenhauwsen stll had on boand some surplus fromt and rear
hodywork for the Can-Am-winning 90177300 These picces were el down
the cemterlme, narmowed, relaminated and Gned o the chassis o cneale
turbo-powered long-tail Spyders, Chhers were updated with 217710 pars,
or given bodywork resembling that of the 956, The 908 continued Lo show
upr in race statistics through 1984, iherealter, examples of (he 90803 - pow
neatly restored to original specilication — began the type’s thind career in
vintage racing and historic motorsport,

The factory did ot completely forget the 908, cither. The Porsche %306,
whnch was launched i 1976 and mmmediately won the World Championship

following  scasom’s

Final resdsicns: In 1969, tha
might-ciylinder engine woas
ERWEN o MCgTesiiT: crarnkooms
and an alisred fring ordss
Framm that point enward, the
engine wias free from vibration

for Makes, cammied a sigmificant poriion of the 908s DNA, The wdea of
fiting the chassis lavowt with the latest turbo engine was simply oo oo
to igmore. A later solution, with water-cooled, four-valve evlinder heads,
also saw actions; fed with such an engine, the 936/81 won the 24 Hours
af Le Mans in 1981, For 1982 and 19863, Jocst and Kremer added roofs o
their 936=, calling them 9360 and Kremer CRS. These, then, closed oul the
history of the 908 once amd Tor all,

ENGINES AND TRANSMISSIONS: ‘SHAKER,” ‘CENTER PART,
AND “TOUSLEHEAD'
The near-miss of the 1967 World Championship title showed that, although
Porsche always umed in respectable perormances, the Makes title could
only be won il Zuffenbavsen came up with equipment o match that of ihe
competition. Luckily Tor Porsche, the company’s traditionally cxccllemt
comneciions with the CSIL mtermational racing’s rulemakimg body, ensured
that rumors of rule changes for the coming 1908 scason ook a direct line
o Stuttzart. And by no small comcidence, former Porsche macing boss
Barcen Huschke von Hanstein happened 1o be a member of the commission
responsible. When debate about the new [ormula ol under way in Paris,
Hanstein immediaiely informed the Gaciory about the key points of the new
rules, without which Porsche would certamly not have been able Lo begin
development of a new racing engine that perfecily it the new Tormula,
And it would indeed have 1o be an all-new engime, (or the 2.2 liter flat
eight of the 907 was a direct descendant of the old Formula 1 engine, im
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itsell a source of problems. The engine was coneeived for sprint races, and
T fvrm 10 io @ macathon muooer would iovolve a geeat deal of tme and
vy Failure @0 finish a race was more the mike than the exception, Only

after the 908 showed 1ts promise on the test stand did Porsche’s enzimeers
suceeed in making the old Type 771 durable epough for endurance racing,

Because the new engime was nol vel ready, the engineers used the winler
holiday break o finally anack the now well-known weak poings, Changes
Lo the exhaust valves, Bywheel attachment and connecting rod lubnication
made the old engine suitalde for lomg-di A
With a tnple win al Daylona, a doub x

the Targa Flosio, the 207 and Type 771 engine left the stage in spectacular
form, and contributed vital Championship points. Assembly and care of the
eneime, however, were expensive and complex, and any connection (o is

production cars — always an important consideration for sales of Porsche's
roadgoing sporls cars — was completely ab In additnon, the engine
could not be bored out any further; three liters simply wasn'tin it,

I July, Porsche began development of the new enzine. The officaal
starting date of the project was given as MNovember 13, 1967, shortly
after the 1968 rules were made public. The official assiznment read: “To
develop an S-cylinder engine of three liters displacement, based on the
siv-eylinder Type 916 engine.” Hans Mezger, at the ime Porsche's head
of engine development, estimated ithe necessary development effort al
abont 12000 hours, bul 1t 15 an:r'nm.":i guess whether that !i_*::nn:. mmcluded
the development work that had already taken place. The 916 engine was
derived from the 911 powerplant; its cylimder bore and stroke (84 x Gfamm )
came directly froan the production engine. Originally, the 916 engine W




AQ puimiped upy Beginning n 1975, e Gebo engine of (he Porseipe 935 wias the mecstire of ol thifes i e FTA Grodpe 5 Work? Chermplansfilp, To e dedight
af Joest and frends, the nules pernuiisd Instolloticn of the ste-oylindsr in the $08 00

imtended for the 1967 Le Aans 24 Hours, bt could oot be muude reliakle
enough for the greal distance in lime. The engine racked up its lrst track
miles in practice for the Mugelle Grand Prix, mowsnted in the rear of a
Forsche %11, and was then reflined on the test stand. It would form the ideal
starting point for the planmed three-liter,

Today, extending an engine by two addinonal cylinders is easily
aceommodated by means of CAD {compuoter aded design) technology,
but im 1967, clever engineering was called for il the designers were o
avodd having 1o undertake a completely new development from scratch.
The most important features were Four chain-driven overhead cams, The
comnecling rods were made of tilanium, the cylinder heads of alumimum.
The aluminwm cylinder barrels had chrome-plated bores, The erankease
was of casl magnesinm.

The eam arcund Hans Merger designed the crankease and cylinder
heads by means of a simple tnick: the third pair of cylinders was cut
Fromn two Mueprints of the six-cylinder engine, and the remaining partial
drawings taped together 1o make an cight-evlinder boxer engine.

The secret of stretching a six-cvlinder engime o an eighi By i correct

location of the parting line, and what at first sonnds like childish tinkering
i5. in [acl, an ambitiows engineering achievement — all connections, il
passages and lines had o match precisely. This exceedingly pragmatic siep
proved 1o be a stroke of genius, and led to the desired result. By cardy
November, the first protoivpe engine was running on the dynamaomeier,
Bosch mechanical fuel injection provided mixture o the engine;
compression ratio was 10041, Engine displacement was 29260c, just barely
below the limit sct by the racing rules, amd output of 320 horseposwer was
still Tar short of 118 competitors, bot it was a promising starl. Even in ils
first race, the three-liter was appreciably more powerful than the 2.2 Titer.

The new engine anbicipated today's modular design practices. The
choice of the production six-evlimder as its basis was made with an cyve o
a possible upgrade of the 911 model line. Two 914-based road cars showed
that these considerations could have been carried oul in praciice, bl the
six-cylinder engine displayed surpnsing development reserves, and made
a production version of (he 908 unnecessary,

The engine’s kKinship to a six-cylinder powerplant was apparent in the
detmls. Because the Tuel injection hines for the two cylimder banks were
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neatly divided, left and nght, on top of the engine. the engine was imlemally
nickmamcd the 'Center Part” becanse of its resemblance o a hairsivie
parted in the middle. The drvers, however, prefemed another nickname:
"The Shaker.” Its firing order of 1-8-2-6-4-5-3-7, adopied from the 916
and simply expanded to cight cylinders, resulted in extreme vibraton, and
broken altermators and clutch cables were commaonplace.

The new engine completed its first public race track laps on April
O, 1968 al the Le Mans pracice weekend, I produced a modesi 335hp.,
though power and forgue curves showed that i@ was a very dnveable,
elastic enzine, with a wide, usable power band. Satslaclory power was
availahle beginning at 5500rpm, and did not diminish uniil revs climbed
pasl B500rpm. In 11s rst ouling in France, the engime cooling blower on
the cngine’s front face was still driven by a cogged helt, These timing
belts, however, were nol up o the loads placed on them, and were replaced
on the spod by iwin Y belis; this solutgon was ool completely bulleiproo
either, but was continued lor the duration of the 908 engine's carcer. [t
wils nod il the Porasche 917 appeared with its top-mounted fan that the
blower was driven directly off the crankshaft by means of a geared drive.

Because the side effects of the finng order could not be mastered, the
ignition was altered immediately after Monza; the new order was 1-5-2-7-
4-m-6-3 To mumtaim opimum pressure relationsbups, the exbanst sysiem
had o be redesigned. Vibration was reduced, although the 9085 engine
remained a “shaker’ Although 1t passed dynamometer fests, m prachce
it still failed, Mevertheless, the problems were resolved in time for the
Nirburgning race.

By the fime the 1968 season ended a Le Mans, power cuipul was
about 350hp, and cylinder bore had grown 1o 83mm. giving a displacement
of 2095¢c, faking full advantage of the displacement lmi.

The third and [ast major change 1o the engine occurred for the 19049
sedsoan A new magnesium alloy Tor the crankcase castung further reduced

Cage nised: From 1975 onward, the dalicots iathoewark of the 03
contmned an impressive 500 furbochoarged harses

its weight, and the crunkshalt was again modified to balance second-
order forces between the two evlinder banks, This, i wm, necessitated
cxhavst system changes, with considerably more complex piping, and the
neal ordenng of the myection lines was lost the ‘center part” mirned o
the “touslehead.” Simuliancously, the titing order changed again, and now
matched that of the 771 1-7-2-8-3-3-6-4, eliminating engine vibration,

The engine seemed quite civilized - 1o the consternation of the drivers,
who claimed 1o detect a loss of power. In (acl, maximum power was
unchanged, but the increased comfPort made the engine seem more sluggish,
lacking the brutal chamacter of the frst version. Onee again, [aster lap imes
served o convinee the skeptical drivers, Detail refinements increased
engine power 1o 360hp at $600rpm. As before, Porsche compared lavorably
with the competition only becavse minimumm weighi had been eliminared
from the rulebook, and its engineers were hnding it increasimgly casy o
pare weight from the car The Ford Cosworth, the Al eight-cvhinder, and
the twelve-cylinder engines of Ferrari and Mates all delivered well over
HHp. but weizhed much more.

Development for 1970 was directed at improving reliability. To
climinate cecasional fan belt breakase, the blower hub was Gved with a
fiuid coupling, Im that vear, the best examples of the %08 engine delivered
up 1o 370hp. There wasn't much more lell in it and it became clear that
the 902 engine had no long-term futere, Early experiments with four-valve
cylinder heads were a failure, or were not pursued; with air cooling, the
thermul issues of four valves per cvlinder could nor be mastered. The upper
valves alwayvs masked the lower pair of valves from cosling airflow, and
changing ihe valve mclinaton browght only miner cooling mprovenmenis,
Experiments with water-cooled cylinder heads were not compleied, as the
G177 project was consuming all avalable development resources,

However, knowledge gained in these experiments was not 1ost, The
siv-evlimder twin turbo engine of the 936 amd 115 successors, the Y56 and
2602, had four valves per cylinder, and these were, of cowrse, water-coaled.
This idea entered Porsche series production in the Porsche 939, baill in
simall numbers beginning in 1986, with an engine emploving combined air
and water cooling. For privateers who continued to race the 90803 rom
1972 onward, a complecly new opton became available with Porsche’s
new philosophy of ficlding wrbocharged engimes inomotorsport.

Iw that wear, tuwrbocharged engines were handicapped at a mato of
LA L displacement of a turboe engine could not exeeed 2142ce (o race in
the three-lier protoivpe class. Porschie’s expenences m the Can-Aan, and
its exclusion becanse of a rule change after winning the 1973 Can-Am
Championship, led to a new development; the Porsche Carrera RSR Turbo,
which went wp against Alfa and Matea in 1974, This motor was, of course,
also suilable for the S08; alter all, they shared common genes.

The 2.1 liter, six-cvlinder iurbocharged engine installed in the Carrera
prolyvpe was soon ltted o several '|'.II"I‘r'EI1L‘aL‘-I'.li' G 3, and boosted vehicle
perfommance 0 competitive levels. Although 300 horsepower resulied in
consistent podinm finishes, there were no more overall victories for the
08 m the World Champonship Tor Makes.
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It 15 sand that Colin Chapman, the ingenious brain behind the lizght, Gast
Lodus race cars, quipped that; “the best car is the one which breaks jusi

alter the Gmsh hoe™ An upstandme German engineer who, above all,
) g :

values the durability amd quality of his creations, wounld never uiter such
words. Butl with the 904, Porsche came closest 1o adopling Chapman's
philosophy,

Mouniain fouring: At Ausiio's Gaisberg, the Porsche teamm wias quartersd in the Osbargear
winery. The camers molnled on e ol bor of Serhord Mitfers cor woas fat thens o sapiune
stunning mounioin ponorarmas, bal rather how fast the coar could climb fo the summid,

Flerber! Do {iighl) o o B skeplicar |

A risky climb

The radical gog Bergspvder provided the blueprint for the
successful Qod/o3

Iow thee 19005, hallclimbs appealed tw an enthusiastic public in Europe,
amd the Stutigart icam competed al the head of the fcld. Tn 1968, the D10
Bergspyder was exceedingly competitive — Gerhard  Mitter decisively
won most of the events in the hillelimb calemdar = bt the competition
was gelling closer. BAW s Dieter Quester appeared al the sixth race al
Cesana-Sesiriere with the pewly developed *Mont,” and mumoer had it that
Ferrari, oo, was building a competitive challenger For the
19659 seasod, And in was a safe ber that Abarth was also up
o something ...

Porsche  pecded someiflung  Taster. The  new
Bergspyder, development number 906, was infended (o add
a new dimension o hghtweizht construcnon. Porsche's
development chicl, Ferdinand Piéch, based design of the
grucelul two-sealer on a simple principle: along with the
lowest possible weight, weight distribuion amd therefore
vehicle balance were 1o be perfect. Even though no of ficial
value was given in works documenis, the unofficial targer
wis 375kg (R260h), which has of ten beencalled into guestion,
becavse only Pigch amnd Iater R&D chiel TTelmuth Bott were
allowed o be present duning weighing as mechamies and
engineers were politely asked o leave. One thing is certain:
application of cxotic matenals and systematic reduction 1o
essentals achieved a remarkably low Ggzhiing weighi,

By comparison, the W95 spccessiul predecessor, the
G0, had 1o drag a beliy 420ke (9250b) up the hnlls, even
thowgh it, too, made extensive wse of aluminum and plastics
In comcept, though, the 910 ran up against a limit which
could only be overcome by a fresh approach.

Dropping nearly a hundredwerght was achieved by
reaching deep into the box of available maderials, Eselic
materials were used; instead ol copper, wiring was made
of silver, Springs were wound of Gtaniam mstead of steel.



Headyr (o take rses: At Monf
Vanioux, Rolf Stommelen preferred
thes P09, amnd ook sacond ploocs
despite lechnical prebams

The hrake discs were made
of  especially lLight  beryvilivm,
a poisonous metal, To  protect
drivers and mechanics, the discs
had 0 undergo an expensive
chrome-plating process. This was
so cosily that Porsche could only
allord 1o have five discs made, 1o
be wsed only on the Fasiest car at
HIY SIVEN FLCE.

Uze of balsa wood i ihe
igmibion svstem’s  resistors was
already almost standard practice
at Porsche, just like the especially
thin composite bodyvwork, made
in-howse and sprayved with the
thinnest possible laver of painl.

Another iechnical showpicce
was the sphencal manivm 14
liler €37 gallon) fuel  fank
This comsisted of two  welded
hemispleres just (1, B
((L032in) thick, into which (with a hit of chutzpah and a wink of the eye)
Porsche technicians inseried a fooiball bladder. This mgeniously simple
combination of fuel tank and fuel puomp was flled with foel prior o the
start, then pressurized o ten bar (145ps1). Weght saving amounted [ooa
respectale 1.7kg (3.71b),

Fhe enzineers also explored new avenues i weizht disinbution. The
differential was placed at the end of the transmission, and so the two-liter,
eighl-cylinder from the Y07 could be moved farther forward. To achieve
pearly ideal weighi distribution, nod only the engine but also ihe driver was

moved toward the front of the car. The pedal cluster was mounted ahead of

the Meomi axle, protecied only by the wafer-thin plasae of the bodywark.,

Measuring 3448mm in bengih, the Z735hp Bergspyder was raced only
twice. Crerhard Mitter drove 10 practice on the Gaisbers, and due 1o cngine
problems Rell Stommelen achieved only third place on the Gaisherg and
secomtd place on Mont Ventous, With thart, the SRFs carcer ended.

In early 1970, the ideas applied o the 209 expericnced a rebirth:
stmilarly designed, with the same weight distnbution and radical lightw eigzhi
constrection, the 20803 converted the idea of the 909 Bergspyider imto
Wordd Championship victones. Along with 1ls success al the 1970 Targa
Florio, the compact three-liter chalked wp two more wins, al the ADAC
100 kilometer races on the Nirburgning in 1970 and 1971.

ety orented: Gerhord Milkter testaed the 20¢ on the Galsberg, ored found s

handiing infericr. He climbed back Inte the familiar #1140, and swecess proved

Ffra Heght, WitH: s=ven wing in eighi Rdliclimis, Miter convincingly copiursd
the (244 tifs,
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SIFFERT/REDMAN

The legendary Anglo-Swiss driver combination was by far the mosi
successful pair (0 dove the Porsche 908, Swiss driver Joseph Siffert,
nickmamycd * Seppi” Chuly 7, 1936-October 24, 19713, was a Porsche works
driver from 1967 on. The Formula 1 pilol had chalked up two Grand Prix
wins, bodh at the Osierreichring: the first in 1968 in a Lotus 481 -Cosworth
for Rob Walker, the second in 1971 in a BRM PI60. Before long, Silfert
developed into the Tastest man in the Porsche team. In 1968, co-driving

ERIAN REDMAN

Resounding
names

The men whe drove the Porsche gos

with Yic Elford on the Mirburering and then at Zeltwes, he brouglhit home
the 9087s first iwo overall wins in the Intemational Championship for
Makes.

A owvear later, Aunstrian motorsports journalisi Helmuot Awick]l wrote
ol Jo Sillert: “The Swiss drver from Frbourg is well liked al Porsche.
Insiders are nof only enthusiastic about Siffert the racer, who could drive
a car [antastically fast, hard, yet amazingly gemtly: they also simply like
Josel, who is easy o oot along with, who sever cavses problems, who
never puls on airs and never causes discord, who never mulinies when
things 2o wropg, and who has never instigated a single intrigee,” Today,
one would say he was a driver who didn™t engage in politics, but rather
worked for the team.

Zwick]l contimwed: “In the 1999 season, Siflent achieved all there was
to achieve mm endurance racmg. He was ying high as a driver, and pulled
Porsche’s chesinnts owt of the fire, On the track, he drove brilliantly in
ight traffic, passed withouwt mercy, and drove with a killer instinct that
demoralized the opposition,”™

Briton Brnan Redman, at the time 32 yvears old {horm March 4, 1937,
camie o Porsche as a new lire in 19695, Jusi the vear before, he had been
driving successtully for the competing W Team in the Ford (71500, and
had won e 1000 Kilometers of Brands Hatch and Spa — and so awakened
the interest of Porsche’s racing bosses. Given the choice by Porsche racing
director Rico Stemmemann o either take the oumber one dover posiiion
in his own car or eo-drive with JTo Silferd, Brian chose the latier, It was
a decision he would never regrel as, between them, the duo was almost
catirely responsible for Porsche winning the 1969 Championship for
Mhakes. Their haul m the %8 fve overall wins in the 1000Km races at
Brands Haich, Monza, Spa. Nirburgring and Waiking Glen. In 1970, they
adided to this with their win in a %0803 at the Targa Flono.

JO SIFFERT
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VIC ELFORD

The Anglo-Swiss parinership worked so well in the 908 that, for the
19649 season, the wo steadlasily resisted switching 1o the superior bat still
new and untested twelve-cylinder 217,

With the 908, one could bank on overall wins, Al Le MMans, Porsche
even provided the duo witl a custom-bpili 908 long-tail Spvder because
the drvers Felt it would give them a betler chance at success than would a
T or a D08 long-tail coupé.

Ten nmes between 1969 and 1971 the Silfert/ Redman combimation
drove a 908 in events that counted toward the Intermationmal Champaoaship

Tor Makes, 51x nmes they won overall, three nmes the cars retired doe o
techinical problems, and once as a resull of an accideni; in other words,
as lomg as the equipment didn’t let them down, the duo mshed o st
ace

Hrian Redman did have a frighiening experience in a 90803 In
lae 1970, he had already annownced his refirement from molorspors,
but soon regretted the decision a  nd six months later declared himself
willing 10 dnve a Porsche n the 1971 Targa Florio with his old team-
mate, Jo Siffert. Redman took the initial drviog stint, In the first lap, with
the Tuel mnks sull Mull, a steering component broke, the car went straight
across a o, smashed against a conercte post and exploded into lames.
Redman's coveralls were soaked with gasoline and immediately caughi
fire. He erawled owt of the wreckage and rolled himsell across the road o
exlinguish the lames, sullenng severe burns in the process. In the desolale
countryside of Sicily™s interior, it 0ok 45 minuies for a rescue helicopler
Loy arrave at the scene,

WVIC ELFORD

British deiver Wic Elford (borm Jume 10, 1935) began his motorsport career
in rallics. The high point of his considerable rallving successes wias an
overall win al the 1968 Monte Carlo Rally an the wheel of a Porsche 911, 1t
was Elford who convineed Porsche to enter the 11 in rallies on a regular
basis.

Helmut Zwickl: “He was highly esteemcd at Porsche, even though
he oocasiomally mutilated o car. His demeanor iy sell-assured, his speech
is clear, he can say much with Tew words, his profiled counfenance is
extremely versatile.” Elford's rallying skills and experience perhaps
gualified him betier than most for races on long, twising, difficuln o leamn
courses, such as Sicily's Madonie circuit, scene of the Targa Florio, and
the Nikthurgrng porith circuit, He developed a special fechnigue (o leam
such courses, “Most of the team drivers went lap after lap in the hope that
ecach tme they would remember a bt more of the course. Tnstead, T drove
only a few, fairly quick Taps, and then took 4 codfee break while T reviewed
evervihing mentally. Then [ went back outl on the track, often with a
cosdriver, and drove a relatively slow lap, while T audibly announced what
was coming up next. By reciling the course ol lowd, 1 alwavs noticed,
immediately, if 1 made a mistake, and could correct my mecolleciions, In
other words, [ couldn’t fool mysell into believing | knew the track when in
fact 1 didn’t know it af all,”

In his first Targa in 1967, Elford finished third in a Porsche 210, won
the eventin 1908 ma Porsche 907, came secomd in 1969 in a H8/02 Spyder,
and st the Targa’s fastest race laps in 1968, 1969 and 1971, Between 1165
and 1971 at the Niirburgring 1000 Kilometers, he chalked up a remarkable
series of three wins - 1968, sharing a 208 coupé with Jo Siffert, and in a
SOR 03 1 1970 with Kurt Ahrens and 1971 with Gérard Larrousse — plus a
third place in 196% in a HO8/02 Spyvder with Kurt Ahrens,

Prior 1o the 1970 moning of the 1000km race, Porsche wanted o
Enow which would tum Faster laps — the maneuverable 20203 or the more
powerlul 9177 To this end, the Porsche racmg team set off at fam on a
Monday morning for comypanson tests on (he Nirburgrnng porth circuir,
The higgest fear was wildlife crossing the road, so the two panticipating
dnvers, Vic Elford and Jo SifTert, Grst tumed a couple of laps in low gears



al high revs, so that the engine noise would scare ofT anything likely 1o run
across the track,

As the session gol down (o brass tacks, Elford come over the crest
of one of the "Ring s many hills at well over 200km'h (124mphy to find
an eagle silling in the middle of the track. The bird managed only a Few
flaps of its wings before Elford hit it. The front of ihe car was severely
damaged by the collision with the raptor and the windshicld shattered. The
bird, of course, had oo chance. Back at the pats, engineenng boss Helmath
Bodl [ooked al the damage o the 217 and asked “Vie, did vou go ol
Elford answered “No, I dido’t go of, I it a berd.” Botl and the mechanics
doubled over with langhter and thought Elford was cracking a joke. Elford,
hovwever, was soon rehabilitated i the eyes of the Porsche crew after Boit
drove around ihe course in a 211 and happened vpon the carcass of the
unforunale eagle al the edge of the tck.

MITTER/SCHUTZ

For the 1969 season these iwo German drivers fommed a permanent
crew, the only all-Crerman -:lrh'ing duo o wim a race i the International
Champiopship of Makes — the Targa Florio,

Aomative of Leonherg, just owtside Stottgart, Gerhard Mitter CAugust
30, 1935-August 1, 1969 was a Porsche works driver from 1965 on. His
greatest successes, however, came in hillelimbs: ihree vears in a row, from
1966 through 1968, he won the European Hillclimb Championship, a
hugely popular series at the time,

Helmut Swickl: “Mitter was certainly the most ambiiious man in the
feam. Since childhood, noithing came o him for Free, His Gather tavghi him
at an early age that one has to cam everything in life. Mitler was not the
pood-natured TTans Tlermmann ivpe. This was even apparent in his diving
sivie: hard and edgv.”

Uldor Beluibee (born January 11, 19371, apative of the Westerwald region,
drove & widde varicty of racing Porsches beginming im the carly 19605, As a
works driver, the stoun Schiice, mcknamed “The Steer of Selters,” celebrated
his greatest achievement with an overall victory al the 1967 MNirburgring
1000 Kilometers moa Porsche 910 shared with Joe Buzzetta. The win only
became possible after the leading team car, driven by Gerhard Mioer, of all
people. dropped oul on the Last of 44 laps due 1o electrical problems. Aler
a briel intermezzo at Alla Romeo in 1968, Schiltz returned 1o the Porsche
works leam in early UG

Helmut Zwickl: “Mlitter and Schitz bonded for the 1969 season. They
wsually appeared as a twosome. They worked out their own race siralegy
and, Gghiting back-to-back, tred o affect the race owleomes.™

Their greatest hour came at the Targa Flonio where they brought
thewr 90802 Spyvder across the line as overall winner, ahead of all of their
Porsche feam-mates. Aleng with driving skill, Gerbard Mitter's cool-
headedness proved decisive. On the last lap, the cight-cylinder engine’'s oil
temperature spiked dramatically, Mitter's lead on the second place car was
comlorable enough o allow him, a treined aule mechame, 1o park the car
along ihe course, look for the source of ihe overbeating, and guickly locate
the cawse: an emply cement bag clogging the ol cooler opening.

Then came the 1969 24 Howrs of Le Mans, At 300km'h (185mpli),

Uldo Schiitz caused an hormic crash in the nghi-hand Kink at the end of

the Hunaudiéres siraight, imvolving team colleazue Gérand Lamrousse o
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one of the other two long-tul coupés; both cars lelft the rack. The car
wis eompletely demolished. Schiiiz can consider himsell lucky as he was
thrown clear of the car and suffered only minor imjunes. He claimed that
Larromsse drove into the side of his tail, but there wene no traces of such
comtact on Larrousse’s car, and the exact cause was never determined.
Back hoane in Seliers, Schibtz resolved o quil racing.

CGrerhard Mitter's life came to a tragic end only a few weeks later, In
practice Tor the Gernman Grand Prix on the Nicborgnng, lus Formula 2
BMAW apparenty left the course due tooa mechanical defiect, just hefore the
Schwedenkreus, one of the Gustest sections of the track. Motter suceumbed
to his severe injunics.

HANS HERRMANN

When Hans Herrmann {born February 23, 1928) and the Porsche 908 are
mentioned, it is almost always in connection with one particular event; the
1964 Le Mans race that witnessed the closest nish between two difleremt
margues ever seen after 24 hours of racing on the Sarthe circwil, After
22 hours, the Herrmann!/[armonsse Porsche was the sole survivor of the
siy emtered Tyvpe @08 and 217 works cars, only yards away from a racing
legend — the Gulf bluc-and-orange-painted Ford T of Tacky lckx and
Jackie Oliver, the very same car that had won the rmce a vear earlier.

The antagonisis; Hans Herrmanm, a racing veteran af 41 vears of age
and senior diver in the Porsche works team, had driven s Grst Le Aans
race in 1953 amd Jacky Tckx, the voungest Belgian Formula | driver, The
cars: Porsche 908 long-tail coupé, a thoroughbred sports prototype, eighi
evlinders, three liters” displacement, 3530hp, 680kg,; versus Ford GT40, a
sports car powered by a production-based V& engine, five liters, 450hp,
1075k,

The 24 howr endurance race became a real sprint Tor the finish. The
Porsche's engine was nod exacily dasy-fresh anvmore, and Swalian driver
Herrmann was further handicapped by womn brake pads, whose wormisosme
condion had long been anmounced by a warmng lamp on lns msiroment
pamel.

Hans Herrmann recalls that *Jacky [ekx and | used every drafling tnck
in the book. Either one of us could be pulled along, could pall ahead, b
then would be passed again. On the straights, ol wp speed. we somelimes
drove side-by-side and looked over al one another, like a couple of casual
bicvele mders. " After countless lead changes and tactical maneuyvening into
the final lap and 24 hours of racing, the Ford was just 100 meters ahend
of the Porsche; a closer iimish would be dif ficult to imagine. A year later,
Hans Herrmann was rewarded inoa 917 with the Stutigart carmaker's long-
awaited first overall win at Le Mans, Herrmann twmed that fmumph inte a
brulliamt retrement from the world stage of motorsport.

GEE’.&E‘D LARROUSSE
Like Vie Elford, Giérard Larrousse (horn May 23, 19400 began his racing
career in raellyving. Hired by Porsche in late 1968, he experienced Porsche’s
first works effort at the Monte Carlo Eally in January 1969, where he
finished second behind team-mate Bjom Waldegaord., He had his first
Porsche %08 drive at the Targa Moo,

His second race was Le Mans, where he teamed with Hans Hermann
Tar that Famows event m which the final laps were a fight for the overall win,

HANS HERRMANN




sven thougzh the Fremch dover was no neweomer o the Sarthe, Lamousse
had relatively little expericnce in a fthree-liter profoivpe; for that reasomn,
Porsche's tacticians matched the more expenenced Hans Hermmann against
Jacky lckx amd the opposing Ford GT40, Some considered this a mistake,
and figured Herrmann had no chance in a wheel-to-wheel duel with the
Belgian star, who, after all, would finish second in Formnula 1 poinrs that
vear. Cntics said it would have be better o let the twelve vears younger
Larrousse take the Anal stint o the car. The queston of whether or mot the
race might have twmed oot different]y bad they done so will remain Torever
tnanswered |

Like Hans Herrmann, Larrousse later won at Le Mans, indecd, twice
ik row 1o 1973 and 1974, co-dmving Mdatras with Henn Pescarolo.

ROLF STOMMELEN

Although he had been a Porsche works driver since 1967, Rolf Stommelen
(July 11, 1943-April 24, 1983), in carly 1964 at age 25 was still the youngesl
driver on the Porsche team roster. Unfoniunately, in 1969, as Porsche
securcd its hiest International Championship Tfor Makes title, he had had
Few moeworthy successes: his best placing was second at the Miirburgnng
10 Kilometers, where he was tcamed with Hans Hermmann in the only
aercdyvoamically opltimized Flounder,

In the S8, the Cologne-based driver’s hour came ¢leven vears Laler,
In the meantime, be bad matured by 33 Formula 1 races and bad become
one ol the world’s mosi experienced endurance racers, counting amaong his
successes three overall wins al Daviona. In 1979, Stommelen was a member
of Beinhold Jogst's Ligui Moly Team where he drove the Porsche 935 in
the Crerman Racimg Champonship (Deulsche Rennsport Mersterschilt),
which he had alveady womn in 1977 with a Loos Porsche,

For the Miirburgring 1000 kilometers, Joest had chosen him as co-
pilo in his S08/03 (urbe, Starting from pole position, the duo was Torced
out due o a leaking fucl tank,

I 1980, Stommelen found himsell m the same car, s mme eamed
wilh Jilrgen Barh (hom December 10, 1947), whose weekday job was al
Porsche as director of customer sports. Agam, the Ligu Moly turbo was
the top qualifier, bt this tme the car held together For all <4 laps of the
north circuit with no problems, and after nearly six hours of racing crossed
the finish line in first place, repeating his 1977 win af the same vemee, In
1983, Stommelen was killed in a racing accident in Riverside, Califomia,
at the age of 39

KURT AHRENS

For Furt Ahrens (born April 19, 1940}, his driver contract with Porsche
For thie 19659 season was lus Arst-ever works agreement. Prior (o that, the
Braunschweig native had been a privaicer; during the week, he worked in
his [ather's scerap recyveling business, I1 dido™t mater that be drove race
cars on weekends, Monday momings, at Tam sharp, he was expected 1o be
back on the job.

Abrens Jr (his faiber was also a well-known and successiul hobbyisi
racer) was by no means slower than the ']]Tl.‘.lfl.‘-!i.‘ill::ll't-lll:-i.,' as proven by bwo
overall wins gamered for himselfand Porsche. In 1969 on the Osterreichring,
he drove a 917 o the twelve-cvhinder car's first-ever win; in 1970 on the
Niirburgring, e was eamed with Vic Efond to win in a 0803,




REINHOLD JOEST

Right at the beginning of his racing carcer in 1963, Reinhold Jocst {born
Apnl 24, 1937 paid dearly for some valuable lessons. A native of southern
Hesse along the Bergstrasse {ihe scenic "MMoumiain Road ), he had jusi
bought his first racer. a Porsche 1600 Speedster, for 10,000 deatschmarks.
[ his very first race, the engine blew up, and itz replacement cosi 3500
marks. This was no small sum of money, and Joest resolved never to let it
happen again, Moveover, if he was o continue racing, he wanied 1o make
money al it He would rather “haby” his cars than use them up in the heat
of compelition.

From 1'% an, Jocst was a franchiscd VW, Audi and Porsche dealer, In
1971 he was slated o drve for the Martim Eacing Team o the Intermaiional
Championship for Makes, bul injurics susiained in an aptobabhn accident
cancelled those plans. After his recovery, he drove at Le Mans, leamed with
test driver Willi Kavhsen (boen MMay 19, 1939 in the famed *Pink Pig,” the
ulira-wide Porsche 91720 entered by Martink Racing. Unfonunately, Joest
had an accident on the Sarthe circuit, puting ihe Pig (aka "Big Bertha’)
out of the race.

[n 1972, Joest resolved o return o racing on his own account,
Thenceforth, his carceras a race driverwas primarily connected with his own
cars, which would zo down o racing lestory m therr own right. He bouglhi
Porsche 20803, chassis number 008, the silver car with Martini siripes ihai
Yie Ellond and Gérard Larrowsse had doven o win the Nicbureming 10040
kilomseters the vear before, and which had been languizhing in the factory
since Porsche’s withdrawal from the Championship lor Makes. The car
eoat L0000 marks, and, by the end of the season, Joest had recovered this
sum in starting, prize, and sponsorship money, in the process, traveling
with the car all over the world to appear al Championship Tor Makes races,
Interserie and hillchimb events, and car shows, The engine held together
Tor the entire year,

Joest didn't think the car was suitable for the Le Mans 24 Hours in
L9772, and imstend borrowed the stmlacly agog 08 lonz-tail coupd from
the private Jo Siffert collection. He had Povsche overhaul the car, which
had been built m 1968, Ar the end of the race, he and co-drivers Mario
Casoni and Michel Weber stood on the podium as thind place finishers,

Anyone who believed at the end of the 1972 season that this particular
QOE03 had done s dury and was finished as a racer would find ihemselves
seriously mistaken. The car was only at the beginming of its carcer, and
accommpanied 1ts owner through most of his racing carecr. Racing withoui
major musdiications through 1974, i early 1975 1t underwent the hrst of
several major repovations, The dated three-liter, poamally aspirated engine
was swapped For a 200 liter turbo like that found in the tail of the 1974
works Carrera ESE Turbos. The bodvwork was also modified, o the poimt
where it more ¢losely resembled a Porsche 917 10 rather than a 50E, In
1978, this 90803 propelled Rembold Joest o the Intersenie Championship.
Cwver the vears, more modifications were made, At the 1980 Milrburgring
1000 Kilomeler race, only true cognoscenti would have known that the car
that had won ihe same race in 1971 was again starting from pole. Driven
by Roll Stommelen and Jargen Barth, 90803 number 008 — now paimied
white with Ligui Moly logos — won its secomd "Ring 1000 Kilometers

Ab the end of 1991, affer 85 races and 30000 racing miles, hoth car
and dnver went o relireiment — at least as far a8 active racimg goes,

REINHOLD JOEST

Heturned writs original conditon in Martini colors, the car went on Lo grace
Joest"s private collection, Henceforth, Rembold Joest would concentrate
on dirccting his now exiremely successiul racing lcam — and on carming
money. For that reason, aller 35 years of ownership, be has finally sold the
histerically valuable racer,

HERBERT MULLER

This Swiss drver paleted many a Porsche, bul drove only a single works

D08 entry, For the 1971 Targa Flocie, [Terbert Ailller (May 11, 1940-Mav
24, 1981) was hired o replace Jackie Ciliver, as the team had higher hopes
for the dimanutive man with the red crewcur om the Madonie circnit than for



HERBERT MULLER

regular dnver Oliver, who was completely mexpenenced on this course:
Miiller, afier all, had already won the Targa once belore, in 1966, driving
a Porsche Carrera 6 for Scudena Filipinetn. Unflortunately, he never got 1o
drive in the 1971 race as his eo-driver, Pedro Rodriguez, went off course
on the first lap and demaolished their 90803

Ierbert Miller had o wail (wo more vears for a new chance at (he
Targa. In 1973 and 1974, he was a Porsche works driver, tcamed with
Dutchman Gajs van Lenmep, first in a Carrera BSE and then in an ESE
Turbo in Martini colors contesting the World Championship for Makes.
The due managed a win at the 1973 Targa Flono because the normally
unhecatable Foerran and Alfa Romeo prototvpes all dropped ot of the race,

I parallel with has works Makes dnves, [or the 1974 season Mliiller
drove a privately-eniered, Martini-sponsored Porsehe 91730 in Interserie,
anl easily caplured thal championship ttle. In 1975, he swilched 10 a
Porsehe 90803 that had been fitted with a 2.1 Liter turbo powerplant, with
the intention of contesting both the Makes Championship and Intersene.
However, the tuwrbo engine did ool make as much power as Miller had
expected, and, unfortunately, al the 1975 Monza World Championship for
Makes race, he spoiled his chances of a 1976 works dnve with Porsche
when he lowdly complained that Porsche was giving his tcam less poweriul
engines than the competing Joest team. Aflter that, lis Dannesberser eam
had 1o forcgo works support, and pever again had any notable sucecsses
in the Championship for Makes. Miller's consolation was the Intersene,
where he successiully defended his title of the previous yvear,

I the vears that followed Miller increasingly dedicated his time 0
his electroplaiing business at home in the Swiss canion of Aargan, and only
sporadically took part in races: his last was in 1981 at the Nirburgring
1000 Kilmeters in a 90803 wrbo entered by D Siegfred Brumn, On lap
14, he lelt the rond al Kesselehen and strouck an abandoned car that had
been parked several laps carlicr (Bobby Eahal’s 935 K33, Both cars caughi
fire and Herbert Miiller died in the Qames.

LEQ KINMUNEM

For Finnish driver Leo Kinnunen (bom August 5, 1943), driving a Porsche
DOROZ Spyder was the springhoard to his international racing carcer, The
car wis bought in 1964 by Finnish Porsche importer Antti Aarmio-Wihurn
o co-drive with Kinnunen in the Nordic Challenge Cup, a sporis car
series with three races in Finland and Sweden. The rally and circuit racer
— completely unkmown in imternational circles — gave a good account of
himself against famous competitors that included To Bonnier and Jochen
Fiodi, winming two races and the overall Championship. His performance
atiracted the attention of the John Wyer tcam and, in late 19659, Kinnenen
tesl drove the Porsche 917 1o vie for the last empty dover seal as team-
maie o Pedro Rodriguez. His pedormanee convineed the icam prineipals
aml zarnered him o works dove Tor the 1970 season.

I the Porsehe 217, Rodriguez was muech faster than the Finn. His
grealesl hour came at the Targa Florio, in which Porsche had entered the
QORI On dhe twisting eircuil, Kinmenen, in (he maneuverable Spyvder,
was back in his element, clearly ur[lp}iing the Mexican and setling [nstest
race lap

Al the end of 1970, Kinonunen had to leave the team, and Tor the nexi
few vears drove i Intersene, With the Porsche 917 Spyvder and 917710
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tarbay entercd by Aarmo-Wihon and
supporied by the factory, Kinounen
secured the Interseric Championship
for three yvears im a row, Trom 1971 1o
1973,

s comeback im the 908, in
1975 and 197G, was less successlul,
Dmiving the 90803 — now ued wiith a
turbocharged engine — for the Marting
Team and Ezon Eveniz, Kinnunen did
nidt hring home any significant results,

EGON EVERTZ

Mkt Lawda once  announced s
retirement from retirement, bt fhat
lasted just three years; Egon BEvertz
(horm MNovemnber 4, 1936) ook about
15 vears Lo returm fo racing. Al the npe
old aze of 38, he decided, on the basis
of a het with Iriends, on a motorspon

EGON EVERTZ

comeback for the 1973 seasom

In 1960, BEvertz, driving a DEW, had been Crerman rally, cireuit, and
touring car champion, al'ter which he wrned his attention to s company
and Gmily

In early 1975, the Solingen-based mdusinalist bought a brand new
Porsche Carrera RSE, and immediately won the German Hillelimb Cup,
The win awakencd an appetite for more, especially since Evertz prefermed
circtil racing 1o hillelimbing, Painted i his company’s orange livery, he
and his new acquisition first appeared in MNovember 1975 at the season-
ending race at Hockenhenn, Starting from the Last row, Everiz passed ihe
entire ficld i cross the finish line first.

In cary 15976, he added a Porsche 934 o lus stable, which was entered
in the 24 Hours of Davtona hy Evertz’s friend, Scepp Greger, the very fivst
appearance of a 934 in the United States. The car was soon converted 1o a
935, and campaigned in the World Championship for Makes as a "93<4°5,"
The Solingen-based wam raced a second 934 in the German Racing
Champicoship with Hariwig Berrams dreiving, Ultimately, Evenz ireaied
himself 10 a second $08/03 turbo 1o reinforce his sports car eflons.

Everts hired Leo Kinnunen as driver and co-pilon for the team owner
in the 9345 as well as in one of the WE/O3 wrbos. Even oday, the Solingen
industrializr is stll enthusiasue about the ‘Flving Finn:™ A class acl,
ineredibly Fast and absoluwiely reliable.” The only negative for him was that
Fanmumen prelermed o sel up his mce cars with very hard suspensions and
little wheel travel, which wasn't exactly his own preference as a driver.

Diwring the 1976 senson, 1015 likely that Evertz gol more enjoyment oul
of his 2345 than both of the 208035 put tegether, The sports cars proved
quite unreliable in miemational races., preventing the team from chalking
up any notable successes, In the 93475, on the other band, he made a good
showing in the World Championship for Makes: third at Mugello; second
al Silverstome — at imes contending for the wing secomnd at Watkins Glen,
ahead of the warks 935 drven by Formula | pilots Ickx and MMass; and
Tourth at Dijon. These were resulis 1o be prowd of

Al the end of the 1976 season, Everte ended his involvement with
racing. He sold all of his competition cars, Company and family once again
had his Tall attention.

STEVE MCOUEEN

Hodlywood acior Steve MoeCueen (March 24, 1930-November 7, 19805
discovered his love for motorsport in the late 19530 when he entered his
Porschie 1600 Speedsier in local Califormia Sports Car Club ¢ Cal Club” )
races. Later, he howght a Lotus 11 and a Cooper Formula Junicor, and pursaed
racing with such an intensuy, and with such success, that the queston of
whether he wanted o be an actor who raced cars, or a racer who happencd
o act was guite valid. He chose the former and soon discovered that,
the long term, this decision wrped his racing info a purely privaie afTair
The more [amous he became a5 an aclor, the more valuable he became
i the film prodoction companies, who preferred their box office draws
undamaged. He was therefore contractually forbidden 1o race.

[ ihe mud- 19608, MeOuoeen gol the idea o make a racing movie, The
formula was a simple one: the film would he about a race car driver and
a single race. He swwould be the daver, the race would be the legendary 24
Hours of Le Mans. Both were to be genwine, MoCOueen would actually
enter the Le Mans race.

MeQueen spared no cffort in prepanng himsell for the cvent. In
late 19649, he bought a retired 908 works racer, which had been rebuilt
Zuifenhavzen as a Flowmder, After three local sports car races in Calilomia,
the cor was enfered in the 12 Hours of Sebring. MeQueen's co-dnver was
Peter Revson (Febrpary 27, 1939-March 22, 19740, one of America’s top
drvers. In 1%71, Kevson would become Can-Am Champaon; in 1972 and
1973, he was i Formula 1 AcLaren works dreiver, winoing two Gramds
Prix. In 1974, Revson was Killed while testing a Formula 1 Shadow.

Just belore Sebang, MeOueen was ingured in a mofocross accident,
and had to start the race with his left boot in a cast. Nevertheless, hoth he
and Bevsom were exiraordinarily Tase. After the works 917 and Ferman's
5125 entries experienced numerous technical problems and accidents, in
the last bour of the race 11 looked ke MeQueen and BEevson had a chance
for an owtright win, The very idea that a racing actor could humiliate the
world"s elite drivers of sports and prototvpe cars was o0 much o bear Tor
Mario Andretii in the last surviving woirks Fervari, The Ifalian-American
pulled out all the stops, and succeeded in catching the MeCQueen/ Revson
Porschie in the final minutes of the race, relegating them (o second place,
Later, Andrenti spoke of this win as the one that brought him the greatest
salisfaction, even theugh MoeOQueen was more celebrated Tor his second
Mace fimish than Andretti was as winner!

Three months later the actor did not appear at Le Mans after all; the
film company vetoed his entry, The star of the filmy could only expericnce
the real race as a speclator. His 908/02, converled 0 o camem car, was
driven by Herbert Linge and Jonathan Williams, According to the script,
Steve MoQueen, aka “Michael Delaney,” drove a Crall blue Porsche %17
shori-iail 1o second place, But ihat's another siory ...

TONY DEAN
British amatewr racer Tony Dean Cluly 23, 1U32-January 17, 2008) made
i mamee for limsell i the amazingly acive Brnsh sports car scene of the
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146005, In 1964, he bought a retired
DOR02 works car 1o mce in the
Morth Amerncan Can-Am series, A
converied English bus served as his
rice car iransporber. Matwrally, the
Porsche — with only three liters of
engine and 33 horsepower — had
essentially mo chance azainst the
MeLarens, Lolas and Chaparrals
with their seven-lier Cheveolet
VEs making well over GD0hp,
But the Porsche was reliable and
gave Dean decent placings in
almosl every race, caming him
respectable  prize  money,  And
them [Dean made the impossible
happen. On September 13, 1970
al Road Adlanta in Cieorgia, as the
Can-Am  monsters  dropped ot
with mechanical issues, or ook
themselves out through accidents,
Dean drove his  vellow  Spyder
across the finish line i Grst place.

The British driver, im a hopelessly

oulclassed car, emded Molaren-
Chevrolet™s  [9-race  winning
streak. The crowd asked “Tony
who™ when the winner's name
was announced,

ALEX SOLER-ROIG

In the summer of 19659, Spamsh
driver  Alex  Soler-Roig  (hom
Olgtober 29, 1932}, whose Uoather
ran a private clinic in Barcelona,
was one of several who stepped
up o buy relired works 908s,
Fourteen days alter Le Mans, he
entered his new acquisition in the
Monsring  race. Soler-Komg  had
been mcing sice the early 1960,
and, in 1971 and 1972, made it into
the Formula 1 circus, compeling in
several races in March and BEM
cars. AL the same ume, he was a
works driver for Ford of Cologne,
piloting a Capn RS, the dominan
car in the BEwropean Tounng Car
[Zh.‘unpitm:ihi]:l. Usually, he was
eamed with Dieter Glemser, and
helped the Swahian driver hring
home the championship oile in
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WL KAUHSEN

the car for four dayvs, according o Kauhsen "practicallv around the clock.™
The test track was the south circwit; it was shorler and cheaper 1o rent, and
oflered the possibility of testing umder realistic course conditions i the
quiet of the Eifel Momwntains for the anything bt guiet Targa Floro. There
Were 0 companson nmes o zive Kaubsen a measure for the new racer’s
potential, but “we were pretty fast.” The car proved to be almost perfectly
balanced. “Fafry -Gy, wn that sense 10 wasn' T really a Porsche anvmore. We
comlid brake Later than ever belore, Tt hid absolutely insane roadholding, ™

Adter more than 200 aps Kanhsen was convineed. “Mobody drives as
fast as vour, ™ Ultimately, Jo Siffert had been scheduled o twrn some test
laps. Kauhsen and his mechanics grinned in anticipation thal the Swiss
sensation would “ger what's coming o him.” Kashsen picked up Silfert
al the airport, and on the speedy drive through the Fifel in the company
11 was told than e was driving moch tee Gzt Do you think we'll make
it there alive?” They were getting off o a good start ... Then, nobody had
remembered (o bring SifTert’s racing seat, “Makes oo difference,” said the

Swviss dnver, and climbed into the cor. Kauhsen: T thimk 'l zo for a walk
and see what happens,™

By the ume Kauhsen got back, SifTert had come in. “And then | looked
at the lap times, and in three laps be had already beat my best time, ™ Sll,
the crew reaped praise Irom the greal master: “That’s a fine car you've
bauilt there,”™

Fauhsen had "built many a good car” He served as a Porsche test
dnver For many years before taking over the Alfa racing stable and leadimg
the Milanese tleam (o the title, To this dav, Porsche veterans recall Tus
qualities as test dnver, on the destruction courses al Ehra-Lessien as well
as Weissach, and later on the world’s race tracks.

Bom in Aachen in 19349, Kauhsen began his molorsporl carcer i
teuring and sports cars in the 1960z, In 1'%67, e was Buropean iouning
cur champion in the under 1000cc class, dnving a Fral-Abarth. By 1968,
there was no dould of his endurance racing ability when he drove a Porsche
411 in the 24 Hours of Spa and in the Marathon de la Route, the 84-hour
endure on the Mirburgring, As a works deiver for the ZefTenbausen sporis
car maker, at Le Mans he also drove *Hig Bertha,' aka the “Pink Pig,' the
wide-bodied 91720 that Ferdinand Piéch had intended 1o win

In the fall of 1971 he founded the Willi Kauhsen Racing Team
(WERT), and purchased o Porsche 917/ 10 that had been driven by Jo SifTert
in the Can-Am series, In 1972 he entered the car in Intersenie, soon fitted
i turbocharger, and drove 11 with considerable success. In the late 1970s
Foanhsen tried his hand at Formula 1, bat with litdle luck. Kanhsen™s 217/ 10
can still be seen in the small bul excellenl Spa-Francorchamps Racetrack
Museum in the Abbave de Stavelod, nof far from the race irack,

Willi Kauhsen 15 a talented storyteller, and indeed has experienced
excitimg stones in oearly G0y vears spent more or less actively engaged in
aute racing. One tvpical story goes somethimg hike this:

“What, vou haven't heard the story of the bumed-oui "087" Willi
Fanhsen beams. The adventure in Monza was one of the mind-bogzling
epasodes Trom those eventful vears, and from the no less eventlul Life of the
racing veteran from Aachen. By great good foriune, nobody was injured
i the two massive accrdents al Moneza, belore the 24 howrs of Dayionn on
February 1, 1969, Kauhsen and Karl von Wendt were assigned o the 508
lomge-tail as test drivers. Around noon, a5 Kauhsen was lurning his laps, he
left the road in the Vialone lefi-hander ar about 260kin/h ( 160mph), The
car spun and smashed against the guardrail, took off and landed on the so-
called “junior track.” Kanhsen managed to free himseld from the wreck.

Just as he was running away from the rubble, the car exploded in
fRamees, amd the participamis talk about the ensuing fre o this day. The
lightweight Fanatics at Porsche didn't just wse aluminum for the frame;
they also made a number of parts out of super light, but extremely touchy
magnesinm, Onee magnesinm caiches fire, it burns hot, bright - and
masl imporiantly — cannol be extimguished wsing conventional methods.
“The fire crews at the time only had foam, and they completely foamed
the wreck.” Kauhsen gnns as he recalls the enormous mountaim of foam
towering above the Muriows]y burning car. “Tt was quiet For a while, 1hen
it spewed oul something like lava bubbles, and from those, white flames
shot upr again.™

The fire seemed 1o bum for endless hours, and the fire brigades from
Monza and Milano couldn’t do much more than wait for i 1o burm itsell



oul. The miermo consumed virtually everythims bt o few especially sturdy
components, The aleminum Frame mchied, as did, of course, the plastic
parts. A hall meter deep hole was burned into the asphalt: Porsche later gol
a hill Tor the damage.

But the story gets even betler. In the early morning hours, the second
long-tail, deiven by Karl von Wendt, burned up in vel anciher wieck. In
both cases, the suspension might have been 1o blame, but that could no
longer be determined Trom the completely consumed muins. Because any
signs of wear or fatigue went up in smoke, much remained undiscovered,
but mugzht have had the same cause as the upecoming fasco m Daviona
where all five conpés dropped ot with technical issues,

Forunately, mm Monza, Wendl also escaped without injury. The
transmission was salvaged from his wreck, Besides that, all that remained
were lwo thoroughly shaken drivers, two thoroughly annealed crankshalis,
a few valves, sparkplugs, and brake rotors; certainly not much, and it could
all fit into two shopping bags. The mechanics stowed the pitiful remains
in sacks intended for the racing transporier’s snow chains, and began the
return journcy over the Alps. They didn't get far. At the [alian-Swiss
border crossing in Bolzano, the cusioms agents wanted e know what had

happened 1o the cars that had headed south just a Tew days earlier. The
Porsche crew silently pointed at the sacks with the remains, “Cusioms
detmmed the emire crew. Botl hamsell had o come down and bail (hem
ot

Eanhsen has a special reminder of his very first drive at Porsche. The
esting pliase resulied in a nember of cars that would have been discarded,
without suflering such a spectacular end as the two Monega cars. There
was one coupé that the Porsche people had cast aside, and Kauhsen asked
Helmuih Bott whether he could have it. Mobody objected, and Kanhsen
has kept that car o this day, In the mlervening years, he has restored the
eldtimer using original parts. In 2008, Kaohsen intends (o take the car to
Le Mans, the place where the 908 never Tulfilled its promise of victory. 1T
all goes well, the coupd will run in the Le Mans Classic, piloted by a crew
of well-known dnvers.

Anvone who might want (o acquire a 208 foday — insolar as any are
ever offered for sale — should be prepared to fork out about a million euros.
Pethaps these cars were semi-allordable 25 vears agoe, bui they will never
again be offercd as cheaply as in 1969 when Porsche sold off its stock 1o
privateers, Back then, a mere 120,000 marks bought a 908 ...

Roctring up the miflss: No ans haz spand mors s in 9088 than Willl Kovhssn in 1942, he and Budi Ling drowve in the 24 Hows of La Mamz The fuio qualified
foy fourth place on e grid, bul dropped ot of the rooe jess than twe fatars from Bhe end with gearbox (rouide,




Eight for the
Road

With the three-liter engine of the Qo8 mounted in the

VW-FParsche 914, the Stuttgare sports car maker explored
its aptions off the race track

Arresfed developmen!: Ferdinand Pidch's
‘148 wasn't allowed fo play in the sireetf.




Ziefl arn Sea, 1909 On the oocasian of iz o0 Birthday, Ferry Porsciee wos given o rood-legal 914./8

Thanks w0 its excellent torgque curve and pleasing throttle response, the
combination of the 908" three-liler erzhi-cvlinder boxer engine ina rosd
car was an experiment just wailing to be carricd out, In the late 19605,
Porsche had the right car on hand m the form of the 9146, inlo which
the D08's racing engine could be ¢asily transplanted, Two protovpes were
built i succession, differing (rom one another in several major aspects.
The first example was buill af ihe instigation of Ferdinand Piéch o
test whether the combination even worked. A purchred racing version of
the engine was installed, its power checked only by a road-legal exbaust
system. The engine developed 3(Kthp at B200pm, and maximum lorgue
of 319Nm (2350611 at 8200rpm. That was enough (o spomt fo 100Kmh

(G2mph) in six seconds, and give a top speed of about 250km/h (155mph).
The body panels were hand-formed, and difered modetail from the
production 21 the Qip-up headlights were wider, with twin lamps in cach
unil; the Fenders were shghtly wider, and an oval grille in the front bumper
fed air o an additional oil cooler. The Targa top of the orange @14 was
rigidly welded 1o the body. The car was never registered [or road use.

The second - silver — car was considerably more civilized, and
visnally closer to the production %14, The engine was led by four wo-
barrel carbureiors breathing through an air filter, and only developed
260hp. But it did earn a TUV sticker and road regisiration, making it the
perfect oift for Ferry Porschie™s o0l birthday,
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Alfa Romeo

Tipo 33

The Development & Racing History
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Peter Collins & Ed MceDonough

Hardback = £39.99° UK / $79.95" US = 224 pages » 200+ colour & mono photographs
ISBN: 978-1-904788-71-3

Throughout the 33's lomg career, the great Italian engineer Carlo Chiti designed and ran
a prolific number of variations of this championship-winning Tipo, but little was recorded
then, The authors have uncovered all that is known of this marvellous sports prototype and

recorded it for posierity.



Hardback » £45° UK / $89.95" US = 272 pages » Over 600 pictures, mainly in colour
ISBN: 978-1-904788-45-4

Follows Porsche’s vear-by-vear progress in top flight racing, and looks in detail at the pure
competition cars that brought the German margue such immense success and worldwide
acclaim on the tracks. Highly illustrated, this is the definitive and entertaining record of

Forsches on the world’s racetracks from 1976 to 2005,

* prices subject to change, p&p extra. For details: 01305 Z60068Anfo@veloce.coukiwwwveloca.couk
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£45 UK / 58995 US

Translated from the German original, here is the first comprehensive work about the
fascinating history of the Porsche 908 racing car.
Complete with detailed statistics, little-known anecdotes, contemporary reports from
eye-witnesses and drivers, and over 320 colour and mono photographs, this is a must for
every motorsport fanatic!
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